











12 Using KeyCite

KeyCite is the powerful citation research service available exclusively on Westlaw. You can use KeyCite
to view the history of a case, statute, administrative decision, or regulation to help determine whether it
is good law and to retrieve citing references.

Accessing KeyCite
Access KeyCite using one of the following methods:

» Type a citation in the KeyCite this citation text box in the left frame of a tabbed page and
click Go.

* Click KeyCite at the top of any page to display the KeyCite page. Then type a citation in the
KeyCite this citation text box and click Go.

* Click the KeyCite status flag in a document header or next to a document’s citation.

* Click History (or Full History) or Citing References on the Links tab in the left frame while
viewing a document (Figure 12).

Figure 12. Accessing KeyCite from a document you are viewing
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KeyCite Status Flags

P A red flag warns that the case or administrative decision is no longer good law
for at least one of the points of law it contains or that the statute or regulation
has been amended by a recent session law or rule, repealed, superseded, or
held unconstitutional or preempted in whole or in part.

A yellow flag warns that the case or administrative decision has some negative

|> history but has not been reversed or overruled; that the statute has been
renumbered or transferred by a recent session law; that an uncodified session
law or proposed legislation affecting the statute is available (statutes merely
referenced, i.e., mentioned, are not marked with a yellow flag); that a proposed
rule affecting the regulation is available; that the regulation has been
reinstated, corrected, or confirmed; that the statute or regulation was limited
on constitutional or preemption grounds or its validity was otherwise called
into doubt; or that a prior version of the statute or regulation received negative
treatment by a court.

H A blue H indicates that the case or administrative decision has some history.

A green C indicates that the case or administrative decision has citing
references but no direct history or negative citing references or that the statute
or regulation has citing references.

KeyCite Depth of Treatment Stars

% % % % Examined—The citing case, administrative decision, or brief contains an extended
discussion of the cited case or administrative decision, usually more than a printed page
of text.

Y% %  Discussed—The citing case, administrative decision, or brief contains a substantial
discussion of the cited case or administrative decision, usually more than a paragraph but
less than a printed page.

'S ¢ Cited—The citing case, administrative decision, or brief contains some discussion of the
cited case or administrative decision, usually less than a paragraph.

> Mentioned—The citing case, administrative decision, or brief contains a brief reference to
the cited case or administrative decision, usually in a string citation.

Using KeyCite
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13 Using the Alert Center

The Alert Center is the central access point on Westlaw for WestClip, KeyCite Alert, KeyRules Alert, and
Docket Alert. To access the Alert Center, click Alert Center at the top of any page (Figure 13). Then
select an alert service based on your specific needs:

Using WestClip

WestClip runs your Terms and Connectors searches on a regular basis so you can stay up-to-date on
news and legal developments. Use WestClip to search news and business databases for legal,
political, and business news and to track new cases, legislation, and regulations. WestClip runs your
Terms and Connectors searches automatically at intervals you select, e.g., daily or weekly, and delivers
the result to your e-mail address, fax machine, or printer.

Using KeyCite Alert

KeyCite Alert automatically monitors the status of cases, statutes, and administrative materials and
sends you updates when their KeyCite information changes. KeyCite Alert can help you track pending
legislation affecting a statute or retrieve negative citing references to a case. When you create a
KeyCite Alert entry, you specify how frequently your citation should be checked, e.g., weekly, biweekly,
or monthly. KeyCite Alert can deliver results to several destinations, including a printer or an e-mail
address, or download the results to disk.

. FIND&PRINT KEYCITE DIRECTORY KEY NUMBERS COURT DOCS FORMFINDER SITE MAP HELP
Westlaw. Preferences | Alert Center Trad
Bankruptcy Practitioner

Alert Center Directory -
To select the alerting service you wish to access, click on the arrow to the left of the name. The most recently created alerts will be displayed. To
view 3 complete list of entries for each service, click on the view all.. link below the displayed entries,

Alert Summary Report

Open &ll | Close All Save As Default Display | Alert Center Preferences
[lwestclip (i) View All | Create | Tips
[tkeycite Alert (i) View All | Create | Wizard | Tips
[KeyRules Atert i} iz View All | Create | Tips
[¥1p Filing Rules Alert Li/ @i View All | Create | Tips
[pocket Alert (1) View All | Create | Tins
[rlagency Tracker i’ view all | Create | Tips
profiler Alert (i) View All | Create | Tips
pas atert (i) view All | Create | Tips

Figure 13. Alert Center Directory
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Using KeyRules Alert

KeyRules Alert notifies you of any changes in rules governing common court procedures. If you need to
file a complaint, answer, motion, or pleading, use KeyRules Alert to monitor all of the applicable rules
governing the filing for changes.

Using Docket Alert

Docket Alert monitors court dockets for newly filed cases and notifies you when a case matching your
search criteria is filed. You can be notified of all new case filings in a selected court or only those filings
that name a specified participant, attorney, or judge or that pertain to a particular Bankruptcy Code
chapter. You can also use Docket Alert to monitor existing court cases for new activity.

Using the Alert Center
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