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2009 H2 CHINA ECONOMY & LEGAL 
MARKET OUTLOOK

ÅDespite the global financial crisis and deflation risk, 

Chinaôs economy is predicted to regain growth 

momentum

ÅGDP forecast at 8% in 2009, according to Premier 

Wen Jiabao in his annual report.
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2009 H2 CHINA ECONOMY & LEGAL 

MARKET OUTLOOK

ÅGDP growth targeted at 8% for 2009. 

ÅNational Bureau of Statistics is cautiously optimistic to hit the entire 2009 target. 

ÅStock (SH) market has rallied 59% YTD June, rebounded 74% from its bottom 

on 10/28/2008.

ÅGovernment Stimulus Plan is effectively supporting development. Uncertainty 

still largely tied to the global recovery. 

Å Emerging outbound investment trend

ï Global Law Firm expertise in high demand

ÅChanging legal practice focus

ï FDIŹ, IPŷ, Dispute Resolutionŷ

ÅIncreasing price competition among Law Firms
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CHINA LEGAL MARKET OVERVIEW
CHINAôS LEGAL SYSTEM 

NPC
(Law)

State Council
(SC Regulation)

Ministries
(Regulation)

Provinces
(Local Regulations)

Cities
(City Ordinances)

Counties
(County 

Ordinances)

Supreme Court

High Courts

Intermediate 
Courts

Basic Courts

ÅMulti-layered 

legislation

Å 5.3M civil  cases in 

2007 vs. 990K cases 

in 1986

Å 3,500 courts 

nationwide excl. 

basic courts



CHINA LEGAL MARKET OVERVIEW

Å A complex and developing legal system

- A legal system in the making ïlaws and regulations are 
enacted, revised, and repealed at fast pace

- A multilayered legal structure ïthousands of laws and 
regulations are promulgated by a large number of government 
authorities

Å A growing demand for legal information

- Growing number of law firms and attorneys

- Growing number of law schools and students

Å A nascent legal information industry

- Multiple and sometimes confusing categorization and indexing 
standards

- Lack of information on how laws and regulations are interpreted 
and applied
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INTRODUCTION

ÅWestlaw China: a legal research tool customized for legal professionals. 

ÅContains both a Chinese database and an English database.

ÅUpdated daily basis to ensure the currency and accuracy.
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Westlaw China: Key Features

Quality English Translations

Comprehensive Coverage

Current Awareness

Classification System
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WESTLAW CHINA

COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE

ï Westlaw China covers 34 legal topics 

and 28,000 legal issues. These legal 

topics focus on the most important 

practice areas such as FDI and M&A. 

ï 10 Topics in English

Å Civil Law

Å Trademark

Å Copyright

Å Foreign Direct Investment

Å M&A

Å Anti-Unfair Competition

Å Deed Tax

Å Telecom & Internet

Å Civil Procedure

Å Arbitration

ÅLegal Topics



WESTLAW CHINA

QUALITY ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS

Our quality 

English 

translations 

are precise 

and accurate



WESTLAW CHINA

CURRENT AWARENESS 

Updated several times a day to provide customers with timely and accurate legal 

information, including proposed legislation, adopted legislation, courts and cases, 

government policies, and news
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