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Expert witnesses in famous trials: 
Trial of Socrates

Socrates was accused of various counts of impiety based in 

part on his belief that the sun and moon were not gods, but 

merely masses of stone.

Themistocles*, ancient Greek expert on

celestial bodies.

*translates to ñglory of the lawò

In his defense, Socrates called an ñexpertò scholar of the times, 

Themistocles, to testify to the composition of the sun and moon.
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Unfortunately, Themistoclesô testimony was held to be 

inadmissible after an ancient Daubert-like challenge. 

Trial of Socrates
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Socrates was found 

guilty and under 

Athenian law his 

execution was 

accomplished by 

drinking a cup of 

poisoned hemlock.



Expert witnesses in famous trials: 
Trial of Galileo

Galileo was called before the Inquisition to discuss his support 

for the Copernican theory that the earth orbits the sun.

In his defense, Galileo called Giovanni 

Ciampoli, a close friend and respected scientist, 

as an expert witness to support his theory on 

ocean tides.

Galileo argued that changing ocean tides proved that the earth 

revolved around a stationary sun.
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Cross examination revealed that Ciampoli had previously written 

several articles discussing a different theory for changing ocean tides.

Ciampoliôsother theory was that ocean tides were caused by the 

movements of a ñgigantic fire-breathing monster in a distant part of the 

sea.ò

Ciampoliôstestimony was completely discredited and Galileo spent the 

remainder of his life in prison and/or under house arrest.

Trial of Galileo
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Expert witnesses in famous trials: 
Trial of Chicago Black Sox

Eight members of the 1919 Chicago White Sox were accused 

conspiring with a group of notorious gamblers to fix the outcome of the 

World Series.  The players were put on trial for conspiracy to defraud.

George ñBullò Delaney, Gashouse Gorillas
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Prosecution expert witness George ñBullò Delaney of the Gashouse 

Gorillas testified as an expert on the specifics of ñfixingò a baseball 

game.



Defense attorneys produced a video showing Delaney cheating in a 

baseball game with the Bugs Bunny All Stars.  

Trial of Chicago Black Sox
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Proof of Delaneyôs cheating destroyed his credibility as an 

expert witness.  The jury took only 3 hours to deliberate and 

found the players not guilty.
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What did I learn at the Expert Witness Museum?

ÅExpert witnesses can make or break your case

ÅYou need to find as much information as you can 

about all the experts in your case

ïTheir testimony may previously have been excluded

ïThey may have damaging information in their past

ÅIt is difficult to find information on experts
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What sources do you currently use to find 
expert information?

ÅFree online sources (e.g. Google)

ïResults are haphazard at best

ïResults are not compiled in a useable format

ïIt is time consuming to review all the information

ÅEmail requests to colleagues

ïRequests often go unanswered

ïReplies supply only minimal information

ïYou may get information on a familiar expert but not the 

ñbestò expert

ÅOther providers

ïThe information provided is not comprehensive

ïIt may take days to obtain results
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Expert Witness Information on Westlaw
The Westlaw Advantage

ÅExpert Witness 

Profiles

ïListings for over 

300,000 experts; 

more than any 

other service

ïAggregate expert 

information in one 

place

ïSearchable by 

name, area of 

expertise and/or 

jurisdiction

Assume we need a pharmacology expert for a case 
dealing with adverse side effects of a prescription drug.





The Profile also provides contact 
information on the expert and lists 
areas of expertise.  

The Expert Profile aggregates the 
available information on the expert.



Profiler References includes discussion of 
the expert in different types of documents. 
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Expert Witness Information on Westlaw
The Westlaw Advantage

ÅExpert Evaluator 

Reports

ïOver 170,000 reports 

available

ïStatistical breakdown 

of an expertôs litigation 

experience

ïCustomizable

ïLinks to underlying 

trial documents
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Expert Witness Information on Westlaw
The Westlaw Advantage

ÅExpert Challenge 

Reports

ïOver 40,000 

challenges identified

ïResult of challenges 

to expert testimony 

ï Includes links to court 

documents
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Expert Witness Information on Westlaw
The Westlaw Advantage

ÅExpert Witness Documents ïover 280,000 docs

ïExpert Depositions: full or partial testimony provided by 

an expert in a deposition that has been filed with the court

ïExpert Trial Transcripts: full-text testimony provided by 

an expert in trial

ïAffidavits: sworn statements identifying factual matters 

that the expert is competent to testify for; submitted into 

the trial as evidence

ïReports: an expert's factual compilation submitted as 

evidence to refute or support an issue in the case 



Expert testimony documents can include 

video showing the expert testifying. 


