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Expert Withess Museum

The Expert Withess Museum
iIn Washington, D.C.
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Expert withesses in famous trials:
Trial of Socrates

Socrates was accused of various counts of impiety based In
part on his belief that the sun and moon were not gods, but
merely masses of stone.

Il n his defense, Socrates call ed at
Themistocles, to testify to the composition of the sun and moon.

Themistocles*, ancient Greek expert on
celestial bodies.

*transl ates to fAglory of the
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Trial of Socrates

Unfortunately, T h e mi s ttestonbng was held to be
Inadmissible after an ancient Daubert-like challenge.

Socrates was found
guilty and under
Athenian law his
execution was
accomplished by
drinking a cup of
poisoned hemlock.
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Expert withesses in famous trials:
Trial of Galileo

Galileo was called before the Inquisition to discuss his support
for the Copernican theory that the earth orbits the sun.

Galileo argued that changing ocean tides proved that the earth
revolved around a stationary sun.

In his defense, Galileo called Giovanni
Ciampoli, a close friend and respected scientist,
as an expert withess to support his theory on
ocean tides.
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Trial of Galileo

Cross examination revealed that Ciampoli had previously written
several articles discussing a different theory for changing ocean tides.

Ci a mp athen tieesry was that ocean tides were caused by the

movements of <reathog ngoastetin acdistnt pareof the
sea. o

Ci a mp mdtimodyswas completely discredited and Galileo spent the
remainder of his life in prison and/or under house arrest.
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Expert withesses in famous trials:
Trial of Chicago Black Sox

Eight members of the 1919 Chicago White Sox were accused
conspiring with a group of notorious gamblers to fix the outcome of the
World Series. The players were put on trial for conspiracy to defraud.

Prosecution expert witness George nBl
Gorillas testified as an expert on tF

game.

George fABull 0 Del aney, Gash
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Trial of Chicago Black Sox

Defense attorneys produced a video showing Delaney cheating in a
baseball game with the Bugs Bunny All Stars.

Proof of Del aneyod6s cheating destr
expert witness. The jury took only 3 hours to deliberate and
found the players not guilty.

E:..':E THOMSON REUTERS 8 WEST@



What did | learn at the Expert Withess Museum?

AExpert witnesses can make or break your case

AYou need to find as much information as you can
about all the experts in your case

I Their testimony may previously have been excluded
I They may have damaging information in their past

Alt is difficult to find information on experts
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What sources do you currently use to find
expert information?

AFree online sources (e.g. Google)
I Results are haphazard at best
I Results are not compiled in a useable format
I Itis time consuming to review all the information

AEmail requests to colleagues
I Requests often go unanswered
I Replies supply only minimal information

I You may get information on a familiar expert but not the
Nbesto expert

A Other providers
I The information provided is not comprehensive
I It may take days to obtain results
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AExpert Witness Documents i over 280,000 docs

I Expert Depositions: full or partial testimony provided by
an expert in a deposition that has been filed with the court

I Expert Trial Transcripts: full-text testimony provided by
an expert in trial

I Affidavits: sworn statements identifying factual matters
that the expert is competent to testify for; submitted into
the trial as evidence

I Reports: an expert's factual compilation submitted as
evidence to refute or support an issue in the case
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Expert testimony documents can include
video showing the expert testifying.




