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Early examples of ñWord Processingò

1880s 1910 1920s

1930s & 40s 1970s & 80s



1990s the modern computer was introduced

Personal Computer (PC) Portable (Laptop)



New millennium technology has streamlined legal document drafting



Products & Features

ÅWest BriefTools

ïKeyCite all of the cited authority in my document

ïInsert KeyCite flags & hypertext links in my document

ïCreate KeyCite Alerts for all of my cites

ÅWest CiteAdvisor

ïñBluebookò my Cites

ïInsert a Table of Authorities

ÅBlackôs Law Dictionary

ïTerm lookup

ïAudio pronunciations

ïSpell-check



West Solutions: Historical Product Issues

ÅIndependently Developed

ÅOverlapping Feature Sets

ÅDifferent Technology Used for Similar features 

Across Products

ïE.g.,  Citation Identification

ÅAll Install Separately

ïIn Some Cases Using Different Install software



WestCheck
WestCiteLink

Blackôs LawWest BriefTools



West Solutions: The World of Tomorrowé 
Today 

ÅEliminates computer clutter

ÅDirect access to products from Word processor

ÅEasier to install and use

ÅIntegrate all document related products

ÅReduced maintenance and support costs

ÅSimplify integration & compatibility



West Solutions Framework

1. Common Interface for all integrated software 

products  (BriefTools, CiteAdvisor, Live 

Matter and others coming soon).

2. Allows for a single install for all products 

and customized options for product updating



West CiteAdvisor

ïTable of Authorities builder:  Automatically builds and inserts 

the Table of Authorities with one click

ïCitation Format Advisor:  Suggests correct format for 

citations (based on your preferences) and automatically 

changes it in your document once you ñacceptò the 

suggestion ïsimilar to ñSpell-checkò

ïChoose citation formatting rules for your court:

ÅThe Bluebook

Å New York, California, Florida, Illinois, Texas

ÅALWD Citation Manual ïoften used by law schools




