Westlaw® Patents + Thomson Innovation: Work smarter at every stage of the patent life cycle
What does the new Westlaw Patents + Thomson Innovation offering mean to you?

It means that all of your patent work is now sharpened by authoritative legal content and a vast arsenal of international patent documents, scholarly literature, and productivity tools. It means that at every stage of the patent process—from prior art research and innovation through assertion of patent rights—your work is smarter, faster, and more complete.

How, precisely, does this offering fit into the typical patent practitioner’s routine? Take a look:

· Research and innovation: Retrieve U.S. and international patents (Westlaw Patents and Thomson Innovation), assignments and other related documents (Westlaw Patents), and scientific literature (Thomson Innovation). 

· Application and prosecution: Retrieve patent family trees to review the continuation history of a patent (Westlaw Patents), Westlaw Profiler® information for examiners and judges (Westlaw Patents), and Derwent World Patents Index® (DWPI) data (Westlaw Patents and Thomson Innovation). Integrate DWPI, INPADOC, and other patent data into a single record (Thomson Innovation). 

· Monitoring and maintenance: Uncover connections between patents using KeyCite® (Westlaw Patents), and scientific literature and citation mapping (Thomson Innovation). Use data landscaping and clustering tools (Thomson Innovation).
· Licensing and commercialization: Review treatises and other analytical material (Westlaw Patents). Retrieve patent family information (Westlaw Patents) and English-language translations of international patent data (Thomson Innovation). Export data into preformatted reports and charts (Thomson Innovation).

· Protection and assertion: Use claims versioning, Markman materials, and court documents (Westlaw Patents) to review changes that affect patent claims. Use citation-mapping technology (Thomson Innovation). 

Westlaw Patents + Thomson Innovation thus gives the typical patent practitioner more confidence that no stone will be left unturned—even when time is scarce.

Access points come to you! So how do you access Thomson Innovation? You can get there via a convenient link during your Westlaw session.
Click Link to Thomson Innovation under Patents, Applications, and Assignments on the tabbed Patent Counsel, Intellectual Property, or Westlaw Patents page. After you click the link, a page is displayed that indicates that your Westlaw hourly billing is suspended. 

If you do not subscribe to Thomson Innovation, this page states that access is not included in your current subscription. You can click Learn More About Thomson Innovation for information on subscribing. If you already subscribe to Thomson Innovation, you can click a button to continue to the Thomson Innovation Patent Search page or return to Westlaw.

==

Which of the Many Cases Citing My Case Are Worth Reading?

An influential court opinion may have been cited in hundreds—even thousands—of other cases. (For example, the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in Chevron, U.S.A., Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc., 104 S. Ct. 2778 (1984), has been cited in 10,724 federal and state cases as of October 6, 2009.) It simply is not cost-effective—or humanly possible—to read them all. 

The good news is that KeyCite citing references start with the important cases—cases that negatively affect the cited case's validity. The remaining citing cases are grouped according to the depth of treatment they give the cited case, starting with the citing cases that discuss it in depth. Depth of treatment categories are marked with stars, as follows:
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Examined: The citing case contains an extended discussion of the cited case, usually more than a printed page of text.
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Discussed: The citing case contains a substantial discussion of the cited case, usually more than a paragraph but less than a printed page.
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Cited: The citing case contains some discussion of the cited case, usually less than a paragraph.
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Mentioned: The citing case contains a brief reference to the cited case, usually in a string citation.

==

Words and Phrases®: A more direct route 

For years, you have been able to retrieve an official judicial or statutory definition by accessing a case law or statutes database and restricting your query to the words-phrases field (wp). You retrieve the full-text case or statute that defines the term.

The words-phrases field is still available, but now there’s an alternative: Now you can use Words and Phrases (WORDS-PHRASES)—the stand-alone database.

WORDS-PHRASES contains more than 1 million judicial definitions and references from published and unpublished opinions of state and federal courts, including almost 70,000 historical references that have not previously been available on Westlaw. New judicial constructions and interpretations will be promptly added as they become available from the courts.

The new user-friendly template makes it easy to run a search: Just type a term in the text box and, if desired, use one or more check boxes to restrict your search by jurisdiction. (In the alternative, you can use the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method.)

A definition from WORDS-PHRASES is classified under the West Key Number System® and includes a West headnote and a citation and link to the applicable full-text opinion. When available, a link is provided to KeyCite citing references for the headnote.
==

Under the USCCAN Sun
Why should you use congressional committee reports to research the intent of Congress? The U.S. Supreme Court said so!*

And where do you get committee reports? You can retrieve committee reports for a particular federal act—as well as public laws, presidential messages and signing statements, proclamations, committee membership changes, executive orders, and session highlights—by searching the appropriate U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News® (USCCAN) database on Westlaw. Here’s a closer look at USCCAN databases:

Which USCCAN databases are available?

For a list of the USCCAN databases on Westlaw and links to their Search pages, go to the Westlaw Directory and click U.S. Federal Materials in the right frame. Then click U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News. In the alternative, you can access the USCCAN databases related to a particular step of the legislative process by clicking a number in the diagram at the tabbed U.S. Senate Legislative History or Legislative History–Federal page. 

Available USCCAN databases include (but are not limited to) the following:

	Database
	Description

	U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News–Legislative History Reports (USCCAN-REP)
	All congressional committee reports, including reports on bills that did not become law, beginning with 1990. Also sets out the legislative history of public laws as reprinted in U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News from 1948 through 1989, as well as the legislative history of securities laws beginning with 1933.

	U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News–Presidential Messages and Signing Statements (USCCAN-MSG)
	Documents released for publication in the Federal Register by the Executive Office of the President of the United States as reprinted in U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News. Coverage begins with 1986.

	U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News–Executive Orders (USCCAN-EO)
	Executive orders and related documents released by the Executive Office of the President of the United States. Coverage begins with 1936.

	U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News–Session Highlights (USCCAN-SESS)
	Highlights of congressional sessions as published in update supplements to U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News. Coverage begins with the 106th Congress (2000).


Can I search more than one database at a time?

To search all USCCAN content simultaneously, access the U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News multibase (USCCAN). You can search using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method. For example, to retrieve the public law, remarks by the president and other government officials, congressional reports, and other documents related to the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2009, access USCCAN and type a query such as 

“children health insurance program” /s reauthoriz! & da(2009)

How can I see a USCCAN legislative history table?

In the back of the U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News, there is a table (Table 4) of legislative history citations, dates, and other details. To view Table 4 for a particular year, access the U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News–Legislative History Table database (USCCAN-TABLE) and use the template to search for a particular year, Congress (e.g., 110th), or congressional session.

Is there a way to get a list of the major federal legislative activity during a particular period?

To retrieve highlights of a particular Congress, congressional session, or year, access the USCCAN-SESS database and use the template to search for a particular year, Congress, or congressional session.

*Thornburg v. Gingles, 106 S. Ct. 2752, 2763 n. 7 (1986) (“We have repeatedly recognized that the authoritative source for legislative intent lies in the Committee Reports on the bill.”)
==

CIVLIBLIT: Section 1983, phrase by phrase

Litigation over 42 U.S.C.A. § 1983 can be found throughout the state and federal courts, including prisoner and police misconduct actions, zoning challenges, and housing and employment discrimination lawsuits (456,293 citing references to section 1983 were available in KeyCite as of October 6, 2009).

Given its procedural and substantive incentives—including generous damages and attorney fees—42 U.S.C.A. § 1983 might be the most lucrative 145 words in American law. 

With so much riding on so little text, you’ll want to have the Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Litigation: The Law of Section 1983 database (CIVLIBLIT) nearby. CIVLIBLIT contains the full text of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Litigation: The Law of Section 1983, professor Sheldon Nahmod’s authoritative, three-volume treatise that’s largely organized around words and phrases in the statute (e.g., “every person”). On Westlaw, it’s easy to use the Table of Contents service to zero in on analysis and authorities that pertain to a particular concept. You can then retrieve the cited authorities by clicking their respective links in the text.

CIVLIBLIT covers procedure, substantive law (including exhaustive chapters on damages and attorney fees), and key decisions; it also contains valuable checklists and forms you can adapt for your own litigation. The database is revised annually and was updated in September.

Professor Nahmod has practiced civil rights law for nearly 30 years and is a recognized authority on section 1983 litigation. His publication has been cited as authority in more than 178 judicial opinions, including those of the U.S. Supreme Court.

==

West’s Capitol WatchSM: It stands alone!

West’s Capitol Watch—the user-friendly tool in Westlaw Compliance Advisor® that identifies and tracks every regulation or bill that’s important to you—is now on its own. 

West’s Capitol Watch is now available at westcapitolwatch.westlaw.com as a stand-alone product, not just a tool within Westlaw Compliance Advisor. In addition, many exciting new features have been released, including the following:

· State content: You can retrieve legislative history journals, vote records, and legislative testimony (via Graphical Bills).

· Federal content: You can retrieve House and Senate reports, Congressional Record testimony, presidential documents and press conference transcripts, and other legislative and executive materials.

· Searching: You can run a global search across all bills and regulations (state, federal, or both), use Locate or Next Term functionality to browse your results, and search using the Westlaw Boolean search engine.

· Alerts: Alerts from global searches are available, as are enhanced citation lists. 

· Reports: You can have bills and regulations delivered together in one report and presented in a variety of formats. Reports are saved for up to 14 days so you can retrieve and deliver them again.

· Folders: A one-folder hierarchy with unlimited depth makes documents easier to organize. 

West’s Capitol Watch reduces anxiety and inefficiency for professionals in highly regulated industries who have to stay current and knowledgeable on pending regulations and legislation. Though West’s Capitol Watch can yield excellent results for the infrequent researcher, it is ideal for government affairs professionals (e.g., lobbyists), corporate counsel, and large law firms. 

==

Searching the news? Start at the top.

Q: Why would you ever search news sources in the course of your job? A: Because for a wide range of matters there is simply no substitute. 

News sources are essential when you are monitoring developments such as

· industry trends

· the activities of a specific company or individual

· government or public reaction to a policy or issue

· proposed legislative or regulatory actions 

But how do you search quickly for news articles that relate to a topic? After all, news articles don’t come equipped with West topic and key numbers, headnotes, tables of contents, or other West enhancements that help you search for cases, statutes, and regulations.

Westlaw offers a solution: Restrict your search to titles and lead paragraphs.

Here’s why it works: 

Important terms tend to be concentrated toward the beginning of articles, thanks to the “inverted pyramid” style of newspaper reporting. By restricting your search to the title and the first two paragraphs of a news article, you increase the likelihood that your terms will be more central to the story. (You don’t want to retrieve thousands of articles that mention your terms only in passing.)

To restrict your search to titles and lead paragraphs, access the appropriate news database, e.g., All News Plus Wires (ALLNEWSPLUS), and select the Search only the headlines and lead paragraphs check box at the Search page after typing your search in the Search text box. (In the alternative, you can choose Hlead – HLD() from the Fields drop-down list and then type some or all of your search terms within the parentheses in the Search text box.)

For example, to retrieve news articles on Federal Trade Commission (FTC) enforcement activity against credit repair operations, access ALLNEWSPLUS. In the Search text box, type a query such as the following: “federal trade commission” f.t.c. /p credit-repair. Select the Search only the headlines and lead paragraphs check box, then click Search Westlaw.
==

Bankruptcy law means-testing: Playing by the new rules 

Q: How can I retrieve case law and practice materials related to the means test (11 U.S.C.A. § 707 (b)(2)) enacted by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005?

A: The easiest way to retrieve cases related to the means test is to search the newly released Federal Bankruptcy–Cases–Means Test database (FBKR-CS-MT). That’s because

· all cases in your result will deal with issues pertinent to the means test; and

· the search template provides user-friendly check boxes and drop-down lists to restrict your search to specific subtopics, jurisdictions, and date ranges.

For example, to retrieve means test–related cases from the Eighth Circuit that involve issues related to vehicle ownership or housing expenses, access FBKR-CS-MT, choose Eighth Circuit from the Circuit drop-down list and select the Vehicle Ownership or Housing Expenses (Non-Secured) check box. Then click Search Westlaw. Coverage begins with November 2005.

To retrieve forms related to the means test, access the just-released Bankruptcy Forms Guide database (BKR-BFG), a compilation of more than 800 forms from the Bankruptcy Desk Guide. Then run a Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search. You can also use the Table of Contents service to browse the contents and retrieve relevant forms by clicking form names. BKR-BFG is current through the September 2009 revision.

