Judicial reports: Put away those tea leaves
The business of the lawyer is “prophecy,” wrote legal scholar Max Radin in 1925. After all, the better you can predict the outcome of motions and other rulings, the better you can advise your client and prepare sensible strategies. 

Accordingly, you’ll want to learn anything you can about the approaches, predilections, and philosophy of the judge in your case. That’s where Judicial Motion Reports and Judicial Reversal Reports—newly released on Westlaw—come in.

Judicial Motion Report

A Judicial Motion Report gathers the motion history of a particular U.S. district court or bankruptcy judge and analyzes that history according to motion type (11 motion types are available), case type, role of the filing party, and other filters you designate. At any level of the analysis, you can click Judicial Motion List in the left frame to retrieve a tailored list of links to full-text motions, rulings, and dockets. 

You can access Judicial Motion Reports in any of several ways, including the following: 

· Click Judicial Motion Reports under Find a Person at the Site Map page; then use the search template to run a search for a judge’s name.

· Click Judicial Motion Reports on the Links tab while viewing a judge’s profile retrieved from the Profiler–Profiles of Attorneys and Judges database (PROFILER-WLD). 

· Click Judicial Motion Reports, when available, in a ResultsPlus® list.

Once you retrieve a Judicial Motion Report, you can customize the report by adding one or more filters. To add a filter, click the appropriate link, e.g., click Summary Judgment in the Type of Motion section. To add several filters simultaneously, use the Advanced Filter feature: Click Customize This Report at the top of the report, select or clear check boxes as desired, and click Apply. (To remove all filters, click Restore Original Report at the top of the report.)

Judicial Reversal Report 

A Judicial Reversal Report analyzes either of the following:

· a trial judge’s record of reversals, affirmances, and other dispositions on appeal

· an appellate judge’s record of deciding appeals from lower courts, as well as the appellate judge’s own record on appeal

You can retrieve a Judicial Reversal Report by doing any of the following:

· Click Judicial Reversal Reports under Find a Person at the Site Map page; then use the search template to run a search for a judge’s name.

· Click Judicial Reversal Reports on the Links tab while viewing a judge’s profile retrieved from the PROFILER-WLD database.

· Click Judicial Reversal Reports on the Links tab while viewing a Judicial Motion Report.

· Click Judicial Reversal Reports in selected ResultsPlus lists.

Like the Judicial Motion Report, a Judicial Reversal Report can be filtered by any of several categories. You can click Appellate Document List at any level of the report for links to documents cited at that level. 

Example

To retrieve a list of citations, dispositions, and document links for employment and labor law cases on appeal from Judge Barbara Crabb, use one of the above methods to retrieve Judge Crabb’s Judicial Reversal Report. Click Case Types on the Links tab. Click Employment/Labor in the right frame, then click Appellate Document List on the Links tab.

Used together, Judicial Motion Reports and Judicial Reversal Reports help you manage your clients’ expectations, develop informed motion and appeal strategies, and reduce time spent drafting motions and briefs. 

==

Customizable Westlaw: Research at its most flexible 

You now have more freedom to build and rearrange content and tools on many tabbed pages. 

In July, Westlaw entered a new phase of customization. The new Customizable Westlaw makes it especially easy to build and rearrange content and tools at many Westlaw tabbed pages. 

In particular, Customizable Westlaw enables you to do the following:

· Select as many as 50 tabbed pages at a time: You’re no longer limited to six tabbed pages. If necessary, you can use the arrows next to the tabs to view the tabs of all the pages you select. (Select tabbed pages as you did before by clicking Add a Tab.) To remove a tabbed page from your Westlaw interface, click the X on the tab.

· Move tabbed pages, as well as the tools and content on tabbed pages: There are no fancy steps to follow: Just drag databases, database groups, and tools from one place to another. You can even drag items from one Customizable Westlaw page to another. In addition, you can change the order of the tabs at the top of the page by dragging them.

· Add, delete, rename, and edit items on tabbed pages: Customizable Westlaw makes it easy to add, delete, or modify a database or database group. It’s also easy to browse the contents of other tabbed pages or the Westlaw Directory and add databases to the page you are viewing. 

· Create a tabbed page from scratch: You can create (and name) a personalized tabbed page that contains databases and database groups in any arrangement that works for you. 

· E-mail personalized pages to colleagues effortlessly: An e-mail link is available so you can share your personalized page with a colleague.

· Create “sticky notes”: Write online notes and reminders to yourself in the course of your research.

Customizable Westlaw is available for tabbed pages that formerly contained a Quick Search section, as well as selected pages that formerly contained a Resources section, e.g., the Personal Injury page.

If you have questions or need search assistance, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).

==

Arbitration resources—minus the scavenger hunt

Arbitration materials have traditionally been tricky to obtain. See Catherine A. Rogers, Transparency in International Commercial Arbitration, 54 U. Kan. L. Rev. 1301, 1319–20 (2006) (comparing private collections of arbitral decisions to “privileges to members of an exclusive club”).

For today’s Westlaw user, however, arbitration materials have never been easier to obtain. Westlaw now offers a collection of domestic and international arbitration materials—including decisions, rules, directories, international arbitration materials, and analytical publications—that is fully integrated with related information and research tools. 

Moreover, you can access these materials via a single starting point: the newly created Arbitration page on Westlaw. The Arbitration page, the latest Customizable Westlaw tabbed page, contains user-friendly links to a wide variety of arbitration decisions, rules, treaties, forms, practice guides, and other primary and secondary sources in one central location.
Among the newly released arbitration materials are the following:

· commercial arbitration awards from the International Centre for Dispute Resolution (ICDR) (the international division of the American Arbitration Association) 

· court-filed awards from the following states: Arizona, California, Florida, Illinois, Nevada, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Washington.

· Japan Commercial Arbitration Association rules
· enhanced New York Stock Exchange arbitration awards
==

KeyRules and TRG-FEDSUM: The nuts and bolts of moving to terminate

Q: I represent the defendant in a federal civil case in Florida’s Southern District, and I intend to file a motion to dismiss for failure to state a claim. How can I be sure I don’t overlook any procedural requirements or strong grounds for my motion?

A: Access the KeyRules–Florida–U.S. District Court database (KEYRULES-FL-DCT) and use the search template to retrieve a single document on motions to dismiss for failure to state a claim. This document condenses and synthesizes—in an easy-to-read outline—the many United States Code Annotated® sections, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, local rules and orders from the Southern District of Florida, model practice forms, and other documents that relate to a specific filing, with a convenient link to each cited source. You can even click Notifiy me of rules update and have KeyRules Alert automatically notify you if and when the KeyRules document changes.

In addition, access the newly released The Rutter Group–Federal Summary Judgment and Related Termination Motions database (TRG-FEDSUM). TRG-FEDSUM covers almost any imaginable position on (and defense to) motions to terminate federal court proceedings, including motions to dismiss, summary judgment motions, and motions to strike. This guide contains sample motions and motion language for a wide variety of factual and procedural settings, as well as citations and links to supporting authorities. You can use the Table of Contents service to quickly browse the contents of TRG-FEDSUM and retrieve sections by clicking section names. 
==

Westlaw bankruptcy resources: Strong tools for tough times

Bankruptcy is red-hot. In the year ending March 31, 2009, there were 33.3 percent more bankruptcy cases filed than during the previous year; business bankruptcies increased almost 60 percent. John Flynn Rooney, Business Bankruptcies Surge 60 Percent, Chi. Daily L. Bull., June 9, 2009, at 1. 
With all this bankruptcy activity, you may need to wrap your mind around a bankruptcy topic at a moment’s notice. 

When that moment comes, the tabbed Bankruptcy Practitioner page on Westlaw will give you quick access to a complete collection of primary sources, analytical materials, public records, and current awareness resources. Among the more important features of the Bankruptcy Practitioner page:

· Global search: You can search hundreds of bankruptcy databases simultaneously. 

· Databases grouped by Bankruptcy Code chapter (7, 11, and 13): Databases specific to a particular chapter of the Bankruptcy Code are displayed in an intuitive group; this makes it easier to limit your search to materials relevant to your case. Thanks to Customizable Westlaw, you can drag individual databases or database groups to a location on the page that makes sense to you.

· Bankruptcy FormFinder: You can retrieve forms restricted to a particular chapter, jurisdiction, document type, or topic.

· KeyRules: You can use a shortcut to access KeyRules outlines for common procedures in a particular U.S. bankruptcy court.

In addition, you can subscribe to Chap 7..13 Bankruptcy Filing Software, with which you can calculate data, import credit information, apply the means test to your forms, generate Chapter 13 payment fees, and file documents with the court without even leaving your desk. Call 1-800-344-5008 for details.

If you have questions or need search assistance, you can call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889). 

==

Your Westlaw Directory up close

What’s better than having more than 32,000 databases available to you on Westlaw? Finding the right one! 

Accordingly, it’s essential you know how to find the Westlaw Directory—and how to make the Westlaw Directory work for you. In particular, you will want to know about features such as the following:

Search for databases using descriptive terms

To identify and access a database fitting a certain description, type the description (e.g., new jersey corporate forms) in the Search for a database text box in the left frame of the Westlaw Directory page and click Go. A list of the databases most closely matching your description is displayed. 

In the alternative, you can type a word or phrase in the Search the Westlaw Directory text box in the right frame of the Westlaw Directory page and click Search. For a more precise search, select a subdirectory, e.g., Forms or Taxation, before running the search. [Note: To use this feature, the Westlaw Directory must be in Web view. Click Change Directory Layout in the left frame, choose Web View from the Westlaw Directory drop-down list, and click Save Changes.]

Use the Find a Database wizard

The Find a Database wizard asks questions to help you select relevant databases. To use the wizard, click Find a Database Wizard in the left frame of the Westlaw Directory page. When finished, the wizard displays the Search page for a database or the section of the Westlaw Directory containing relevant databases.
==

Searching for U.S. courts of appeals decisions: Easier than you think! 

There are many ways to retrieve decisions of the U.S. courts of appeals—indispensable authority for all types of legal research.

When you need controlling authority, you’re likely to get it from the U.S. courts of appeals—where the bulk of federal appellate decision making occurs. “Because relatively few courts of appeals decisions are reviewed in the Supreme Court, with rare exception, the federal circuit courts provide the functional equivalent of that Court's proverbial ‘last word.’”* 

Which databases are available?

There are more than 900,000 reported and unreported U.S. courts of appeals decisions on Westlaw, beginning with 1891. You can search the whole collection simultaneously, or you can search a U.S. courts of appeals case law database restricted to reported or unreported cases beginning with 1945, to cases decided prior to 1945, or to cases in a specific circuit or practice area. Representative databases include the following:

· U.S. Courts of Appeals Cases (CTA):  Cases from the federal appellate courts. Coverage begins with 1891. For pre-1945 cases only, search the CTA-OLD database.

· U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit Cases (CTA9):  Cases from the federal appellate courts authoritative in the Ninth Circuit. Coverage begins with 1891.

· Federal Taxation–Courts of Appeals Cases (FTX-CTA):  Cases from the federal appellate courts that relate to taxation by federal, state, or local governments. Coverage begins with 1891.

How do I search for cases that discuss a specific legal issue?

You can search any of these databases using the Terms and Connectors or the Natural Language search method. If you use the Terms and Connectors search method, you can restrict your search by topic—and exclude irrelevant documents that mention your terms in passing—by searching the synopsis (sy) and digest (di) fields for terms central to your issue, e.g., 

sy,di(“personal jurisdiction” /p internet e-mail web-site)

Are there other ways to retrieve case law dealing with my issue?

Westlaw offers a variety of backdoor methods for retrieving relevant U.S. courts of appeals decisions. In the right situation, one of these methods may be much quicker than searching a database. These methods include the following:

· Search for Key Numbers tool: Click Key Numbers at the top of any Westlaw page. 

· KeyCite® citing references: For U.S. courts of appeals cases that cite a specific statute or regulation, start by retrieving the statute or regulation. Then click Citing References on the Links tab. 

· Links in secondary sources: A law review article, practice guide, or other secondary source on your issue is likely to contain links to related cases.

--

*Maxwell L. Stearns, Appellate Courts Inside and Out, 101 Mich. L. Rev. 1764–65 (2003). 
==

ALR® U.S. Supreme Court Review: The cream of the crop—in one place

The U.S. Supreme Court issued more than 200 opinions and decisions on certiorari in its 2008–2009 Term. But you don’t have to run lots of searches to retrieve them.

Instead, do the following: Access the Find service, type 39 alr fed 2d 507, and retrieve the ALR United States Supreme Court Review for the 2008–2009 Term. This annual review from American Law Reports summarizes the major holdings and decisions on certiorari, including those in Ricci v. DeStefano and Pleasant Grove City, Utah v. Summum, with links to full-text documents. Use the interactive table of contents to jump to specific legal areas.
