Rise of American Law: landmark authorities at your fingertips 
Did you know that one of today’s respected authorities on pleading is Charles Clark’s 1928 Handbook of the Law of Code Pleading, cited in at least 40 law review articles in the last decade? Or that the 1891 edition of Black’s Law Dictionary® has been cited in at least six published federal and state cases since 2000 (as recently as December 2008)? 

They may be old, but they’re hardly past their prime. Many of the law library’s oldest publications are still essential sources of authority, analysis, and legal history. 

That’s why Rise of American Law (ROAL), a collection of a wide range of time-honored legal titles newly released on Westlaw® and DVD, is such a major addition to online research. This collection contains treatises, dictionaries, practice guides, and other materials published between 1843 and 1970, largely from the first half of the 20th century. More than 400 titles—with almost 1,700 volumes and over 1.5 million pages—are included.

With the field of historical legal research becoming a hot specialty in academia, ROAL is tailored to the needs of anyone wanting to research law from the 19th and 20th centuries. Beyond law schools, ROAL should appeal to any research institution, including courts and law firms. 

ROAL includes the first editions of American Jurisprudence, Corpus Juris, Lawyers’ Reports Annotated (the predecessor to American Law Reports), California Jurisprudence, and New York Jurisprudence—resources previously unavailable electronically. In addition, the collection features such seminal treatises as Pound’s Jurisprudence, Williston on Sales, and Pomeroy’s Equity and Jurisprudence. Ninety percent of ROAL content has never before been available electronically. 

A Westlaw subscription allows you to access the content in HTML or through PDF images you can access via Westlaw. (ROAL documents on the DVD are available in PDF only.) Full Westlaw searching is available for each publication, with links to cited cases and secondary materials provided, where available. You can search all ROAL databases simultaneously in the Rise of American Law–Multibase (ROAL-ALL) or in a database devoted to an individual publication type, e.g., Rise of American Law–Practice Guides (ROAL-PRACGD). The Table of Contents service is available for browsing the contents of any ROAL database.

==

DMI-US: A fast way to identify the nearby companies in a specific industry

Q: Is there an easy way to identify the names and addresses of the businesses in a specific industry within my city or state?

A: Try the D&B Market Identifiers database (DMI-US). Whether you are doing client development, litigation preparation, or other industry research, you can use the user-friendly DMI-US search template to retrieve data specific to a state, city, industry, business type, or other criteria on more than 18 million U.S. companies. For example, to restrict your search to a specific industry in Texas and Oklahoma, access DMI-US and select the check boxes for Texas and Oklahoma. Type a SIC code (e.g., 3842) or descriptive word (e.g., prosthetic) in the Primary SIC Code text box, then click Search Westlaw.

==

ABA-SANCT: A nonfrivolous look at Rule 11

Some have compared law practice under Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure to “negotiating a minefield” or “playing a game of Russian roulette.” Cary J. Coglianese, Insuring Rule 11 Sanctions, 88 Mich. L. Rev. 344, 347 (1989). Metaphors aside, a solid understanding of Rule 11—including related procedures and controlling jurisprudence—is a matter of survival for those practicing in federal court.

Enter the Rule 11 Sanctions database (ABA-SANCT), recently released on Westlaw. ABA-SANCT contains the full text of Rule 11 Sanctions, an American Bar Association publication written by Rule 11 expert Georgine M. Vairo. This exhaustive publication covers all aspects of Rule 11, including court interpretations of reasonable inquiry, the history of and amendments to Rule 11, district court and appellate procedures, and types of sanctions available. It also features a circuit-by-circuit comparison of Rule 11 approaches. Sections contain many footnotes, with links to the full text of cited sources.

An easy way to browse the contents of ABA-SANCT is to use the Table of Contents service. You can also search ABA-SANCT using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method. 

==

Retrieving law reviews: the no-search solution

Legal researchers often turn to law review articles—but not out of academic curiosity. Law review articles can provide 

· useful background on an unfamiliar topic

· important concepts and terms to use in subsequent research

· controlling authorities

· exhaustive footnotes

· extensive analysis of emerging areas

Further, law review articles are thoroughly researched and reviewed. If you find a law review article on point, much of your own research may already be done.

Problem: How do I find a law review article on point?

With hundreds of thousands of articles from more than 1,000 journals and law reviews available to you, the prospect of retrieving an article tailored to your issue may seem daunting. After all, a law review article is not supplied with a synopsis, headnotes, West key number classifications, or other enhancements containing terms that describe important concepts from the article. 

Solution: Get KeyCite citing references for a pivotal statute or regulation

In many legal areas, there are one or two governing statutes or regulations that are mentioned in every serious analysis. For example, a thorough discussion of due process for tax liens will almost certainly mention 26 U.S.C.A. § 6320.

If you suspect that every law review article on your issue will cite a particular statute or regulation, then start with the statute or regulation. (Type the citation in the Find this document by citation text box and click Go.) Then simply click Law Reviews under Analysis on the Links tab to view a list of law review articles citing the statute or regulation.

==

For patent attorneys: the essential back story

Whether you’re prosecuting or litigating patents, patent file history (as reflected in the file wrapper) is a vital part of your research. “Statements and amendments reflected in the file wrapper will not only help with interpretation of the meaning of the patent claims but will estop the patentee from later attempting to recapture a broader reading of his claims by arguing a contrary position under the ‘doctrine of equivalents.’” William C. Holmes, Intellectual Property and Antitrust Law, § 1:6 (2008).

Unfortunately, it can be extremely time-consuming to retrieve a copy of the file history, review all pertinent communications, and identify when and why various claims were revised, merged, amended, or dropped.

Relief is at hand.

By using the newly released U.S. Patent File Histories database (US-PAT-HISTORY), you can instantly retrieve the largest online portfolio of U.S. patent file histories available anywhere, including related office actions, correspondence, and exhibits. Patent file histories are available for selected U.S. patents, with an emphasis on patents that are commonly requested or litigated. Documents are exact PDF images, with all handwritten comments and time stamps intact. 

For added convenience, links to US-PAT-HISTORY documents are displayed in documents from the U.S. Patents Full-Text (US-PAT) and United States Patent Applications (US-PAT-APP) databases, where available. 

Search example

For instance, suppose you are viewing U.S. Patent No. 6,237,565. You can click View Patent File Wrapper at the top of the document or on the Links tab. PDF links are displayed for such materials as the file wrapper jacket, a rejection notice from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, and an amendment subsequently filed by the applicant. 

US-PAT-HISTORY is part of Westlaw Patents, a suite of patent research tools and features that will include a claims version comparator, and graphical views of claims histories and patent families. Other components of Westlaw Patents are coming soon.

==

Natural Language searching: Rediscover plain English

Natural Language searching is a lifesaver for those new to Westlaw. But in many situations, Natural Language assists even experienced researchers—researchers who can write Terms and Connectors queries in their sleep. These situations may include the following:

· You are researching an unfamiliar topic and are unsure which terms or connectors to use.

· You are searching law reviews for background material.

· Your Terms and Connectors search retrieved few relevant documents.

How do you run a Natural Language search?

To run a Natural Language search, follow these steps: 

1. Access a database or multiple databases.

2. At the Search page, click the Natural Language tab if it is not already selected.

3. Type a description of your issue in the Search text box. To add synonyms and other related concepts to your description, you can click Thesaurus or type your own terms in the description immediately following the concept to which they relate and enclose them in parentheses, e.g., income (earnings compensation) of minor (child infant).

4. Click Search Westlaw.

Sample Natural Language Descriptions

is plastic (cosmetic) surgery deductible as a medical expense

are punitive damage awards taxable

clean-up hazardous waste

what notice of copyright is required for sound recordings

tree branch (limb) crossing property line (border boundary)

adequate notice of forfeiture under section 983

right to replacement under magnuson-moss

stay of bankruptcy proceedings

innocent owner defense
==

Date restrictions: Don’t search everything since 1789 if you don’t have to!

One of the most useful ways to narrow your Westlaw search is by restricting your search to documents decided, added to Westlaw, or issued on, before, or after a specific date (or between a range of dates). Date restrictions are especially useful when searching case law, law review articles, administrative decisions, and news. You can also use a date restriction when viewing a KeyCite® citing references result.

Here’s a refresher:

Drop-down list at database Search page

The easiest way to restrict your Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search by date is by using the Dates drop-down list at a database Search page. Simply select a date restriction, e.g., Today or Last 3 Years, before running your search. The restriction is automatically included. If you are using a search template, you can use the Date drop-down list or text boxes. 

Typing da(date goes here)

In the alternative, in the Search text box you can type a Terms and Connectors query that includes da followed by a date or date range in parentheses, e.g., type da(aft 4/15/2005) & depreciat! (Note: To use a date restriction with a Natural Language search, select a date restriction from the Dates drop-down list.) Many date restriction formats are acceptable, though the year in a date restriction must be entered as a four-digit number:

da(3-1-2008)

da(before 2008)

da(bef 3/1/2008)

da(aft jan 1, 2008)

da(aft 1985 and bef 2008)

da(aft 1985 & bef 2008)

da(2005 2006)

Added date (the date a document is added to Westlaw)

You can also use an added-date restriction (ad) to restrict your result to documents added to Westlaw since you last ran a Terms and Connectors search. For example, suppose you ran exten! /5 time in a case law database on September 1, 2008, and, in October, you want to see whether the same search retrieves any new cases. Type ad(aft 8/31/2008) & exten! /5 time in the Search text box. Then click Search Westlaw. 

KeyCite citing references: Limit KeyCite Display

A KeyCite citing references result for a single document may contain hundreds— maybe thousands—of references. To make a long list of KeyCite citing references more manageable, you can restrict the list by any of several criteria, including date.

To restrict a list of citing references by date, click Limit KeyCite Display at the bottom of the page. The KeyCite Limits page is displayed. Click the Date arrow in the left frame. To restrict the citing references to documents issued or added to Westlaw before or after a specific date or during a specific date range, use the drop-down lists or text boxes. After you finish making your selections, click Apply.

