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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
U.S. patent family trees: Now a burgeoning forest 
In patent practice, your organization needs to understand relationships that exist between multiple patents. That’s true whether you are litigating a patent dispute, providing corporate patent advice, or managing a patent portfolio. 

Hence the graphical view of a U.S. patent family tree, which allows you spot key relationships in seconds. Family tree graphical views are now available for more than 1 million U.S. patents. 

To view an available patent family tree, click US Patent Family Tree on the Links tab of a U.S. patent or patent file history document. For example, retrieve U.S. Patent No. 6,368,304, and click US Patent Family Tree. A graphical view of the patent family tree is displayed, which contains 35 separate patents and an additional 19 patent applications. Imagine how long it would take to figure out this complex set of relationships!

Also recently added: The claims version comparator is now available for hundreds of thousands of patents whose full file history is not yet online (the redlined comparison between the original and final claims is displayed).

Black’s Law Dictionary + iPhone = definitions on the go

Black’s Law Dictionary, Eighth Edition—the preeminent legal reference for lawyers, law students, and librarians—is now available via your iPhone or iPod. 

This new application—the first Thomson Reuters application for the iPhone—offers clear and accurate definitions for thousands of legal terms, as well as audio pronunciations, links to Corpus Juris Secundum®, the West Key Number System®, and full-text sources on Westlaw. Valuable content and features include

· more than 43,000 legal definitions

· audio pronunciations for more than 7,000 terms (available even offline!)

· nearly 3,000 quotations

· direct links to related definitions and to sources on Westlaw (requires Westlaw subscription to access Westlaw)

West Reference Attorneys—Don’t save them for last

You don’t need a tsunami-sized catastrophe in order to call the West Reference Attorneys. As the thousands of yearly callers are aware, all you need is a research question. “There’s nothing too simple and nothing too complex,” says Reference Attorney Jim Bush. 

So what is this service about, exactly? We spoke with Bush and Reference Attorney Kelli Goodwin about the service, the people behind it, and why you shouldn’t reserve the number for the hypothetical rainy day.

Why should users call the West Reference Attorneys?

Users save time and expense when they contact us for assistance. All of us on the team are familiar with all sorts of research. Westlaw contains more than 32,000 databases. So if you need something you think is unavailable, give us a call, because you might just get surprised. There’s nothing too simple and nothing too complex. You might be really impressed with just how much support we can be, particularly in a pinch.

What types of assistance can a user get from the West Reference Attorneys?

Reference attorneys provide can help users identify appropriate databases, create searches using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method, and maximizing the content available on Westlaw, such as court documents, secondary sources, and topical case law databases. 

The calls typically break down into two general groups. In one group, callers want to know how to find a particular regulation or case on Westlaw and they just don’t know how to do that. The other calls are from practitioners who are involved in an investigation or are writing some important supporting memoranda and are looking for real research assistance. Those calls can take somewhat longer because we partner with the callers and try to get a real good sense of what they want before we go looking for it with techniques we’ve mastered over time. 

At what point in a research project should users contact the West Reference Attorneys?

At any point. As soon as they feel they need to start conducting some research, they can call us. We are available to assist at any time during the research process and are available 24 hours per day, 365 days per year. Users should contact us whenever they need assistance with any type of search on Westlaw or need more information about content available in their current Westlaw subscriptions.  

Ideally, we’d like the issue narrowed a little bit before they call, but we’ll work with everybody. We work frequently with people who just have a fact pattern. In that situation, we try to ask probative questions that will maybe help them better think through the issue.

Can I call two or more times about the same issue?

Yes. The subsequent reference attorney gets to look at the log and be quickly familiarized with what work has been done on behalf of the caller. We understand the need to continually update legal research and remain current on the legal and business trends that affect clients. We are more than happy to assist in this regard.
What you would tell the user who has never called the West Reference Attorneys before?

Customers are often concerned that a request for West Reference Attorney assistance will incur additional charges and it does not. This valuable service comes with their subscription.
WESTLAW CONTENT
First stop on appeal:  ABI’s Bankruptcy Appeals Manual
Q: I am unclear whether the order issued by my bankruptcy judge can be appealed as an interlocutory order under 28 U.S.C.A. § 158. Unfortunately, all the materials I have found on the topic are enormous (even the American Law Reports annotation is 73 pages long)! Isn’t there a manageable list of appealable interlocutory bankruptcy orders somewhere?

A: You can find such a list in Appendix C of the newly released ABI’s Bankruptcy Appeals Manual database (ABI-BANKAM) on Westlaw. This list contains a wide variety of appealable orders. Each order is followed by a link to one or more appellate decisions discussing the order. 

ABI-BANKAM contains the full text of the Bankruptcy Appeals Manual, an American Bankruptcy Institute publication by Samuel R. Maizel and Jessica D. Gabel that offers easy-to-read guidance for practitioners on both sides of a bankruptcy appeal. You can search ABI-BANKAM using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method. You can also use the Table of Contents service to browse the contents and retrieve relevant sections by clicking section names. 

How to view a document cited in your Docket Track update

Suppose you use the Docket Track feature to stay current on new filings in active cases, and you receive your first Docket Track update via e-mail. How do you view a document cited in the Docket Track update?

For U.S. district court and bankruptcy court cases, Docket Track has recently been enhanced: View/Download PDFs links appear on the Docket Track update itself. Click View/Download PDFs; the Westlaw sign-on page is displayed. After you sign on, the PDF Bulk Download Review page is immediately displayed. To view a PDF image referenced in your Docket Track update, click the appropriate link at the PDF Bulk Download Review page. You can also use this page to download one or more PDF images simultaneously.

In the alternative, you can retrieve the updated court docket via Docket Tools. Go to the site map and click Docket Tools under Tools. The Docket Tools page is displayed. To view the updated court docket, click the appropriate link under Update Requests. To view a PDF image referenced in your court docket, click its link under PDF Requests.

California Drunk Driving Defense: What you need to know

“Make no mistake,” says one frequently cited treatise, “[d]runk driving is one of the most complex of all criminal charges, and undertaking to defend a client on such a charge without extensive preparation constitutes nothing short of malpractice.” Lawrence Taylor & Steven Oberman, Drunk Driving Defense, § 1.01, at 6. 

For California practitioners wishing to hit the ground running, Lawrence Taylor offers some relief. His new practice guide, California Drunk Driving Defense, covers all aspects of the drunk driving case, including interpretations of statutory terms, administrative license suspensions, discovery and pretrial proceedings, field sobriety tests and evidence, examination of witnesses, and sentencing. The sections are easy to read and the writing is accessible (e.g., “The important point to be clearly established for the jury is that alcohol has little or no odor.”). 

The full text of this resource is available in the recently released California Drunk Driving Defense database (CADRUNKD). Links to full-text sources are provided for cited statutes, cases, and other materials. You can use the Table of Contents service to quickly browse the contents and retrieve relevant sections by clicking section names.

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

04/30/09

Employment Law: A State-by-State Compendium (DRI-EMPSTATE)

Manual from DRI. 

05/01/09

BNA TM US Income Portfolios: Innocent Spouse Relief (TMFEDPORT-645)

05/05/09

Duke Journal of Constitutional Law and Public Policy (DUKECLPP)

Annual review from Duke University School of Law. 

05/07/09

ABI’s Bankruptcy Appeals Manual (ABI-BANKAM)

Manual from the American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI). 

Nebraska Practice Series: Nebraska Civil Procedure (NEPRAC-CIV)

05/12/09

Federal Judgments (FJ-ALL)

Docket information specific to civil and criminal judgments filed in selected U.S. district courts. 

Retention and Payment (ABI-RETPAY)

ABI handbook covering how to get retained and paid as debtor’s counsel in a Chapter 11 proceeding. 

Construction codes from the International Code Council

•  ICC 2006 International Code Council Model Construction Codes Combined (ICC-CODES06)

•  ICC 2006 International Building Code (IBLDGCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Electrical Code (IELECCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Energy Conservation Code (IENCNCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Existing Building Code (IEXBGCD06) 

•  ICC 2006 International Fire Code (IFIRECD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Fuel Gas Code (IFUELCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Mechanical Code (IMECHCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Performance Code (IPERFCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Plumbing Code (IPLBGCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Private Sewage Disposal Code (ISEWGCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Property Maintenance Code (IPRMTCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Residential Code (IRESCD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Urban-Wildland Interface Code (IUWICD06)

•  ICC 2006 International Zoning Code (IZONCD06)

05/13/09

Bankruptcy and Its Impact on Intellectual Property (ABI-BANKIP)

Creditors' Committee Manual (ABI-CCOM)

ABI publications. 

Missouri Practice Series: Missouri Motions in Limine (MOPRAC-MIL)

 

05/14/09

Competition Law in Australia 4th Edition (COMPAU)

Thomson Reuters treatise covering the Australia Trade Practices Act. 

EC Competition Law Handbook (ECCLHBK)

Annual publication covering EC competition law from Sweet & Maxwell. 

Illinois Motions in Limine (ILMIL)

Maryland Litigation Forms (MD-LITFRM)

Text of the Thomson Reuters treatise Maryland Litigation Forms and Analysis. 

05/15/09

Baldwin’s Ohio Practice–Ohio Construction Law Manual (OHPRAC-CLM)

Hawaii Briefs Multibase (HI-BRIEF-ALL)

Hawaii Intermediate Court of Appeals Briefs (HI-APP-BRIEF)

Tax Management Portfolios from BNA

•  BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Dynasty Trusts (TMFEDPORT-838)

•  BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Private Foundations–Taxable Expenditures (Sec. 4945) (TMFEDPORT-474)

•  BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Tax Issues of Religious Organizations (TMFEDPORT-484)

•  BNA TM Foreign Income Portfolios: Reporting Requirements Under the Code for International Transactions (TMFEDPORT-947)

•  BNA TM Foreign Income Portfolios: U.S. Income Taxation of International Insurance Activities (TMFEDPORT-931)

•  BNA TM US Income Portfolios: Structuring Real Estate Joint Ventures with Private REITs (TMFEDPORT-743)

05/19/09

Bankruptcy: A Survival Guide for Lenders (ABI-BASGL)

Manual from the American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI). 

Canadian Journal of Law and Technology (CANJLT)

Journal published by Carswell in collaboration with the Law and Technology Institute of Dalhousie Law School. 

Cross-Border Insolvency in the United States (ABI-CROSS)

ABI guide. 

Reynold’s Hornbook on Local Government Law (LOCGOVT-HB)

Tax Management Portfolios from BNA

•  BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Accounting for Combinations of Not-for-Profit Organizations  (TMAPP-5203)

•  BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Auditing Fair Values  (TMAPP-5403)

•  BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Financial Statement Analysis–Qualitative Techniques  (TMAPP-5122)

•  BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Debt-Financed Income (Section 514) (TMFEDPORT-465)

•  BNA TM US Income Portfolios: Film Production: Basis Recovery and Federal Incentives (TMFEDPORT-599)

05/21/09

Kentucky Practice Series: Kentucky Summary Judgment and Related Termination Motions (KYPRAC-SUM)

West’s Pennsylvania Practice Series: Pennsylvania Summary Judgment and Related Termination Motions (PAPRAC-SUM)

Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

05/05/09

Old: 
University of Pennsylvania Journal of Business and Employment Law (UPAJBEL)

New:
University of Pennsylvania Journal of Business Law (UPAJBL)

SEARCH TIP 

Does Westlaw provide access to any legal or financial blogs?

Q: I understand Tufts University professor Joel Trachtman has written a lively review of The Law Market, a book by Vanderbilt Law School Associate Dean Erin O’Hara and University of Illinois Law Professor Larry Ribstein. Unfortunately, I haven’t been able to find it in the All News Plus Wires (ALLNEWSPLUS) or Journals and Law Reviews (JLR) databases. Can I assume it’s not on Westlaw?

A: Not necessarily. Try the Blogs on Demand database (BLOGSOD), recently released on Westlaw. BLOGSOD contains the full text and abstracts of a variety of financial, legal, and business blogs, such as The Volokh Conspiracy and felixsalmon.com. As one commentator notes, “[t]hough many investors still rely on the mainstream financial media—and their own advisers—for information and advice, there are plenty of blogs that offer very good analysis and discussions.” Karyn McCormack, Financial Blogs: The Best of the Bunch, Bus. Wk. Online, Apr. 28, 2008.

You can search BLOGSOD using either the Terms and Connectors or the Natural Language search method. For example, to retrieve blogs that discuss Trachtman’s response to Ribstein’s latest book, you can type a query such as

ribstein /p “law market” & trachtman
[Note: BLOGSOD is not a Web-trolling service but rather a multibase of more than 100 blogs licensed for this database.] 

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Digest Topics by Specialty
Four-page quick reference guide, published April 2009

Material #RM169595

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6959-5/RM169595/productdetail.aspx
 

Five Easy Ways to Retrieve Statutes
Four-page quick reference guide, revised April 2009

Material #40872941

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6969-5/40872941/productdetail.aspx
 

Insurance Database List
21-page database list, revised April 2009

Material #RM164285

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6428-5/RM164285/productdetail.aspx
 

Maritime Law Database List
Six-page database list, published April 2009

Material #RM168865

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6886-5/RM168865/productdetail.aspx
Using West BriefTools® 2.1
Two-page quick reference guide, revised April 2009

Material #40869885

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6992-5/40869885/productdetail.aspx
 

Using West BriefTools with Local Documents 2.1
Two-page quick reference guide, revised April 2009

Material #40869890

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6991-5/40869890/productdetail.aspx
 

Using West HR Advisor™
Eight-page quick reference guide, published April 2009

Material #RM169255

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6925-5/RM169255/productdetail.aspx
 

Using West km® for Litigation 4.2 
Four-page quick reference guide, published March 2009

Material #RM166865

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6686-5/RM166865/productdetail.aspx
 

West km for Litigation User Guide Version 4.2
55-page user guide, published March 2009

Material #RM166845

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6684-5/RM166845/productdetail.aspx
Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/AdvancedSearch.aspx. 

 

