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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
Graphical Bills: Bill tracking at a glance

Why do bill tracking and legislative history research have to be so convoluted? 

A single piece of legislation might have a half-dozen (or more) bill versions. It might also have more than 100 Congressional Record documents, reports, presidential messages, and other legislative history documents—and not all related to the same bill version. Even online, you might spend hours trying to wrap your mind around the latest legislation.

West’s new alternative: We draw you a picture.

Graphical Bills is the recently released legislative research tool that shows the evolution of a federal bill in a user-friendly diagram. This diagram contains icons for each of the bill versions, as well as icons for each legislative history document type and for individual documents. Lines lead your eye from a bill version to a type of document related to that bill version, and then to the individual documents within a document type. 

You don’t waste time searching databases or determining where in the process a specific document was created. Graphical Bills is ideal for monitoring proposed legislation on issues that may affect clients, as well as for legislative history research.

To view a document in the diagram, just click (or double-click) the icon. For a link to the last document created, click Last Action in the left frame. You can even use the filtering feature to hide the legislative history document types you’re not interested in. For added convenience, you can drag your pointer to move the graphical display.

To access Graphical Bills, click Graphical Bills, when available, on the Links tab of a bill. To view a list of the bill versions and legislative history in text view, click Text Version of Graphical View at the top of the Graphical Bills display.

Graphical Bills is also available on Westlaw Compliance Advisor. Coverage of Graphical Bills, both on Westlaw and Westlaw Compliance Advisor, begins with January 2009.

Westlaw Compliance Advisor enhancements: Making an easy thing easier

Several enhancements were recently added to Westlaw Compliance Advisor—to shorten the distance from Point A to Point B.

These enhancements include the following:

· Regulatory Guidance Summaries links in a Navigator result: The easy-to-read Navigator result has added links to regulatory guidance summaries specific to the topics and jurisdictions represented in the result. A regulatory guidance summary can give you the high points of a regulation before you dig into the details.

· Template defaults for tabs: You don’t have to reach for the user-friendly search templates on the Research Center and Expert Guidance and News tabs. These templates are now the defaults.

· Laws and Regulations jurisdiction limits: When using the Research Center tab to retrieve laws and regulations, you can use check boxes to restrict your result to the jurisdictions that matter to you.

· Template for insurance bulletins: When searching for insurance bulletins, you can use drop-down lists and other features to limit your search by type of document (e.g., circular letter or memorandum), date, subject, jurisdiction, and other criteria.

· Template for news: A news template makes it easy to exclude document types; identify duplicate documents; and restrict your search by date, word count, index field, or language.

COPYRIGHT: The April 2009 metamorphosis

In February 2008, all Dialog® gateway databases, except the COPYRIGHT database, were removed from Westlaw. On March 31, 2009, the Dialog COPYRIGHT database was removed from Westlaw, too—and on April 1, 2009, a new database of copyright information took its place.

The new database has the same identifier (COPYRIGHT) as the Dialog database and contains similar information. The big difference: The provider of the new COPYRIGHT database is West. 

That means Westlaw fields and Terms and Connectors searching are in and phrase indexing is out. For example, to retrieve information about copyrights involving a specific author, e.g., David Crosby, you can type au(david /3 crosby) instead of au(“crosby, david!”).
WESTLAW CONTENT
The Tabbed Tobacco Litigation page: The battle lines are drawn 
In 2006, the Florida Supreme Court threw out the $145 billion jury award in a class action lawsuit against cigarette companies, holding that the 500,000 class members must sue individually. In February 2009, the first of about 8,000 subsequent tobacco lawsuits in Florida resulted in an $8 million verdict.

One down, 8,000 to go. (And that’s just Florida.)

If your organization or clients are affected by tobacco litigation, we’ve made life a little simpler: The tabbed Tobacco Litigation page was released on Westlaw last month. Among the highlights: 

· links to videotaped testimony and court documents from the Hess case (what the Miami Herald says is “expected to serve as a template” in regional litigation)

· easy access to tobacco-related court transcripts and filings

· easy access to tobacco-related primary sources, analytical materials, and news

· links to analysis from Andrews Tobacco Industry Litigation Reporter
Westlaw PeopleMap: Add the neighbors to your report!

When you need a comprehensive report detailing the location and connections of an individual, you can’t beat a Westlaw PeopleMap report.

Except with the new Westlaw PeopleMap report. 

You can now add any of the following information to a Westlaw PeopleMap report:

· neighbors at current address

· neighbors at previous addresses

· previous residents at current address

· potential relatives

To add any or all of this information, click Create Report in the left frame of the interactive graphical display. Then select the applicable check boxes at the Report Confirmation page.

WestFind&Print: Print only what you need 
You now have more freedom to tailor WestFind&Print results to your needs. Beginning in April 2009, result options became available at findprint.westlaw.com:

· Print cases without synopses or headnotes. 

· Print statutes without annotations.

· Exclude court documents from KeyCite history.

· Retrieve KeyCite negative treatment only.

You can also have all documents delivered in a single e-mail message. 

Coming soon! Beginning in May, these options will be also be available for the Find&Print function in firm intranets (via the Create a Module tool in Westlaw Watch®).

Legal Times: Look for it soon in the National Law Journal
Incisive Media (formerly ALM, Inc.) has announced that the Legal Times will no longer be published as a stand-alone publication but instead will become a section of the National Law Journal in print and online, effective on or about May 4, 2009. Accordingly, Legal Times content will begin appearing as a feature in the National Law Journal database (NLJ) on Westlaw. (Note: The Legal Times database (LEGALTIMES) will still be available on Westlaw but will no longer be updated.)

 

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

03/19/09

Business Laws of Canada (BLCANADA)

Thomson West handbook covering issues arising from doing business in Canada. 

State Aid Weekly E-News (STAIDWK-ENEWS)

News regarding European Union governmental aid to business and industry. 

25 NewsRoom™ databases

NewsRoom databases containing documents from local newspapers (e.g., Times-Standard, a daily newspaper for Eureka, Calif.), trade publications (e.g., Kipp Report, an online publication reporting on Middle East business news), and news services (e.g., Datamonitor Financial Deals Tracker). 

03/24/09

BNA TM US Income Portfolios: Qualified Plans–Investments (TMFEDPORT-377)

Journal of Consumer and Commercial Law (JCCOML)

Published by the Center for Consumer Law, University of Houston Law Center. 

State Immigration Employment Compliance Handbook (IMSTATE)

Thomson West handbook analyzing state laws and regulations that prohibit hiring noncitizens unauthorized to work in the United States. 

03/25/09

California Drunk Driving Defense (CADRUNKD)

Thomson West guide to DUI/DWI defense in California. 

03/26/09

Uninsured Motorist and Underinsured Motorist Coverage (DRI-UMUMC)

Manual from the DRI Insurance Law Committee. 

U.S. Copyright Office Forms (COPYRIGHT-FRMS)

03/31/09

ABI’s Pension Manual (ABI-PENSION)

Guide from the American Bankruptcy Institute. 

Insurer’s Duty to Defend (DRI-INSDD)

Guidebook from the DRI Insurance Law Committee. 

Physicians’ Desk Reference: Nonprescription Drugs 2008 (PDR-NPD2008)

2008 electronic version of the PDR for Nonprescription Drugs, Dietary Supplements, and Herbs. The current version is in the PDR-NPD database. 

Physicians’ Desk Reference: Prescription Drugs 2008 (PDR2008)

2008 edition of the Physicians’ Desk Reference (PDR). The current version is in the PDR database. 

Unfair Insurance Practices (DRI-UNINPR)

Handbook from the DRI Insurance Law Committee. 

04/02/09
Norton Annual Review of International Insolvency (NRTN-ARII)
04/03/09
ERISA Practice and Litigation (ERISA-PL)
Thomson West treatise. 

 

04/06/09

Connecticut Practice Series: Elements of an Action (CTPRAC-EA)

04/08/09

Employment Arbitration: Law and Practice (EMPARB)
Treatise from Thomson West. 

 

Hopi Tribal Law–Cases (HOPI-CS)

Opinions of the Appellate Court of the Hopi Tribe. 

Mohegan Tribal Law–Cases (MOHEGAN-CS)

Opinions of the Mohegan Tribal Court and the Mohegan Gaming Disputes Court. 

04/09/09
Obama News (OBAMANEWS)
Reports on legislative activity. 

 

04/10/09
Arizona Supreme Court Disciplinary Commission Decisions (AZETH-DISP)
04/14/09
Indigenous Law Journal (INDIGLJ)
Student-run journal from the University of Toronto. 

 

Texas Journal of Oil, Gas, and Energy Law (TJOGEL)
Student publication from the University of Texas School of Law. 

 

04/15/09
Blogs on Demand (BLOGSOD)
Text of selected Web blogs. 

 

Scots Law Reports All (SC-RPTS-ALL)
Court decisions reported in Scots Law Times and Session Cases. 

 

04/16/09

Thomson West versions of Nebraska statutes

West data is contained in the following databases:

· Nebraska Revised Statutes Annotated–West’s (NE-ST-ANN)

· Nebraska Revised Statutes Unannotated–West’s (NE-ST)

· Revised Statutes of Nebraska Index–West’s (NE-ST-IDX)

Nebraska state data is now contained in the following databases:

· Nebraska Revised Statutes Annotated–State (NE-STS-ANN)

· Nebraska Revised Statutes Unannotated–State (NE-STS)

Appeal facta (briefs) from cases published in selected Canadian reporters.

· Canadian Cases on Pensions and Benefits (CCPB) Appeal Facta (CAN-FACTCCPB)

· Canadian Environmental Law Reports (CELR) Appeal Facta (CAN-FACTCELR)

· Construction Law Reports (CLR) Appeal Facta (CAN-FACTCLR)

· Estates and Trusts Reports (ETR) Appeal Facta (CAN-FACTETR)

· Intellectual Property Cases Appeal Facta (CAN-FACTIP)

· Municipal and Planning Law Reports (MPLR) Appeal Facta (CAN-FACTMPLR)

Facta (briefs or statements of fact) in support of motions and applications for relief from cases published in selected Canadian reporters.

· Canadian Cases on Pensions and Benefits (CCPB) Motion/Application Facta (CAN-MOPLFCCPB)

· Canadian Environmental Law Reports (CELR) Motion/Application Facta (CAN-MOPLFCELR)

· Construction Law Reports (CLR) Motion/Application Facta (CAN-MOPLFCLR)

· Estates and Trusts Reports (ETR) Motion/Application Facta (CAN-MOPLFETR)

· Intellectual Property Cases Motion/Application Facta (CAN-MOPLFIP)

· Municipal and Planning Law Reports (MPLR) Motion/Application Facta (CAN-MOPLFMPLR)

Motions filed in cases published in selected Canadian reporters.

· Canadian Cases on Pensions and Benefits (CCPB) Motions (CAN-MOTIONCCPB)

· Canadian Environmental Law Reports (CELR) Motions (CAN-MOTIONCELR)

· Construction Law Reports (CLR) Motions (CAN-MOTIONCLR)

· Estates and Trusts Reports (ETR) Motions (CAN-MOTIONETR)

· Intellectual Property Cases Motions (CAN-MOTIONIP)

· Municipal and Planning Law Reports (MPLR) Motions (CAN-MOTIONMPLR)

Pleadings filed in cases published in selected Canadian reporters.

· Canadian Cases on Pensions and Benefits (CCPB) Pleadings (CAN-PLEADCCPB)

· Canadian Environmental Law Reports (CELR) Pleadings (CAN-PLEADCELR)

· Construction Law Reports (CLR) Pleadings (CAN-PLEADCLR)

· Estates and Trusts Reports (ETR) Pleadings (CAN-PLEADETR)

· Intellectual Property Cases Pleadings (CAN-PLEADIP)

· Municipal and Planning Law Reports (MPLR) Pleadings (CAN-PLEADMPLR)

Thorny Issues in Consumer Bankruptcy Cases (ABI-TICBC)

Manual from the American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI). 

 

20 NewsRoom databases, including
•  Colombo Times (COLOMBOTMS)

•  Country Report (CTRYREPORT)

•  Hartlepool Mail (U.K.) (HARTLEPOOL)

•  Star of Mysore (STARMYSORE)

•  World Commodity Forecasts (WRLDCOMFRCST)

 

04/21/09
Auto Supplier Insolvencies and Bankruptcies (ABI-AUTO)
Manual from ABI. 

 

Midwest Law Review (MIDWLR)
Articles from the Midwest Law Review, published by the Midwest Academy of Legal Studies in Business. 

 

Patent Claim Interpretation–Global Edition (PCIGE)

04/22/09
BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Audit Risk Assessment in Audits of Non-Issuers (TMAPP-5409)
 

BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Leases: Lessor Perspective–Economics (TMAPP-5120)
 

Dockets–Maryland–State and Federal Courts Combined (DOCK-MD-ALL)
Dockets–Mississippi–State and Federal Courts Combined (DOCK-MS-ALL)
Dockets–Nevada–State and Federal Courts Combined (DOCK-NV-ALL)
 

04/23/09
Colorado Practice Series: Evidence Law (COPRAC-EVID)
Maryland Practice Series (MDPRAC)
Maryland Summary Judgment and Related Termination Motions (MDPRAC-MT)
04/28/09

Indiana Law Journal Supplement (INLJSUP)

Online supplement to the Indiana Law Journal. 

04/30/09
BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Linking R&D Performance Measurement and Valuation to Corporate Strategy (TMAPP-5312)
BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Revenue Recognition Software (TMAPP-5103)

05/05/09

BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Closely Held Business Valuation (TMAPP-5147)

Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

04/06/09
Old:      Credit Header Locator (EXP-LOC)

New:    Credit Header Locator (CH-LOC)
Westlaw Database Removals

04/03/09

Dockets–Pennsylvania–Philadelphia County (DOCK-PA-PHILLY)

04/22/09

BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Real Estate Transactions by Tax-Exempt Entities (TMFEDPORT-883)

Revised portfolio is in TMFEDPORT-480.

BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Tax Issues of Educational Organizations (TMFEDPORT-867)

Revised portfolio is in TMFEDPORT-482.

04/23/09

BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Fiduciary Duties of Nonprofit Directors and Officers (TMFEDPORT-872)

Revised portfolio is in TMFEDPORT-488.

BNA TM US Income Portfolios: IRAs, SEPs, and SIMPLEs (TMFEDPORT-355) 

 

SEARCH TIP 

How can I quickly retrieve state-specific laws governing employment of aliens?

Q: Our firm represents a corporation that does business in several states and has sought my advice about the employment of aliens. I can find treatises on federal immigration law, but I suspect the states at issue have additional requirements and penalties for unauthorized employment. Is there an easy way to retrieve such laws and regulations in these states?

 

A: Rather than dig into the various state statutory and administrative codes, start with the newly released State Immigration Employment Compliance Handbook database (IMSTATE). IMSTATE contains the full text of the State Immigration Employment Compliance Handbook, authored by nationally known immigration law experts Austin T. Fragomen Jr., Careen Shannon, and Daniel Montalvo. This resource is a state-by-state guide to the existing state laws and regulations aimed at preventing unauthorized employment of noncitizens in the United States. It is especially useful when advising corporations that operate in multiple states.

 

Each chapter is devoted to one of the 26 states with such laws and regulations; you can use the Table of Contents service to quickly browse the materials for a specific state and retrieve sections by clicking section names. Sections may include overviews, full-text authorities, citations and Web references, and practice tips. The appendix contains a convenient chart that compares the state laws governing employment verification and employer sanctions. IMSTATE is current through February 2009.

 

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Cost Effective Research Tips
Two-page quick reference piece, revised March 2009

Material #40854772

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6936-5/40854772/productdetail.aspx
 

Five Easy Ways to Retrieve Cases
Four-page quick reference piece, revised March 2009

Material #40872912

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6958-5/40872912/productdetail.aspx
 

 

Getting Started on Westlaw
12-page quick reference piece, revised March 2009

Material #40872820

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6938-5/40872820/productdetail.aspx
 

 

Installing Premise® 4.4 for a Single User
Two-page quick reference guide, published March 2009

Material #RM169165

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6916-5/RM169165/productdetail.aspx
 

Installing Premise 4.4 on a Network
Four-page quick reference guide, published March 2009

Material #RM169175

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6917-5/RM169175/productdetail.aspx
KeyCite® at a Glance
Two-page quick reference piece, revised April 2009

Material #40872911

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6957-5/40872911/productdetail.aspx
 

  
Premise 4.4 Administrator Guide
Four-page quick reference guide, published February 2009

Material #RM169185

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6918-5/RM169185/productdetail.aspx
 

Using West CiteAdvisor, Server Version
Two-page quick reference, revised March 2009

Material #40868708

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6942-5/40868708/productdetail.aspx
Using Premise 4.4 User Guide
100-page user guide, published March 2009

Material #RM169435

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6943-5/RM169435/productdetail.aspx
 

Using Smart Tools® 

Two-page quick reference piece, revised March 2009

Material #RM165865

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6586-5/RM165865/productdetail.aspx
 

 

Using WestCheck®
Six-page quick reference piece, revised March 2009

Material #40869887

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6951-5/40869887/productdetail.aspx 

 

Using WestCheck.com®
Two-page quick reference, revised March 2009

Material #40869889

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6941-5/40869889/productdetail.aspx
 

Using West CiteAdvisor, Software Version
Two-page quick reference, revised March 2009

Material #40866857

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6937-5/40866857/productdetail.aspx
Using West HR Advisor™ 

Two-page quick reference piece, revised March 2009

Material #RM169245

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6924-5/RM169245/productdetail.aspx
 

 

West Key Number System®
Four-page quick reference piece, revised March 2009

Material #40869882

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6944-5/40869882/productdetail.aspx
Westlaw Database Directory, 2009 Edition
1,288-page database directory, revised March 2009

Material #40745790

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6940-5/40745790/productdetail.aspx
 

Westlaw Desktop Reference Tent 

Double-sided quick reference piece, revised March 2009

Material #40866842

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6952-5/40866842/productdetail.aspx
 

 

Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/AdvancedSearch.aspx. 

 

