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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
KeyRules Alert: If your KeyRules document changes, we’ll let you know.

If the central statute or other authority in your case were ruled invalid, you’d want to hear about it immediately. (And not from the judge.)

The same goes for a KeyRules document: What if your firm were relying on a KeyRules document to help prepare a pleading, motion, or other filing, and one of the rules cited in the KeyRules document suddenly got superseded?

KeyRules Alert—released on Westlaw last month—is the solution.

KeyRules Alert notifies you automatically when the KeyRules document changes. You don’t need to create a separate alert entry for every citation in the KeyRules document—one entry takes care of everything.

Just click Notify me of rules update at the top of a KeyRules document, complete the KeyRules Alert: Create Entry page, and click Save. (You can also access KeyRules Alert through the Alert Center.) Whenever there’s a change in the law that necessitates a change in the KeyRules document, you are notified via e-mail automatically. KeyRules Alert even identifies the specific section of the KeyRules document that changed.

There is no charge for creating a KeyRules Alert entry, nor is there a charge for running the entry if the KeyRules document is not updated. A $6 charge is incurred only if KeyRules Alert notifies you of an update to a KeyRules document. 

Streaming media bring court transcripts to life

For a rich, thorough understanding of court proceedings and oral arguments, turn to Court Transcripts on Westlaw. West’s Court Transcripts product contains full transcripts of thousands of trial and appellate proceedings—and now includes streaming media (video or audio) for selected proceedings. 

As a result, your firm is better positioned to

· research, assess, and prepare expert witnesses

· understand how other attorneys have successfully presented evidence and arguments

· anticipate a specific judge’s demeanor, tendencies, and areas of interest

· formulate a litigation strategy

Where available, streaming media is displayed in the left frame; you can follow the written transcript in the right frame as the video or sound recording is playing. In addition, icons displayed throughout the transcript allow you to play the recording from any point in the transcript. 

Replay previously viewed files for free: You can replay an audio or video file and read the accompanying transcript in Court Transcripts free of charge for two weeks. You can even renew the two-week period for up to 365 days, provided you keep the applicable research trail from expiring during the year (simply return to the Research Trail page at least every two weeks and click Reset for the trail). 

The newly released Streaming Media Manager allows you to view a list of the media files you have recently retrieved and quickly return to the one you need. To use the Streaming Media Manager, click Site Map at the top of any page and then click Streaming Media Manager under Tools. The Streaming Media Manager—complete with a list of recently accessed transcripts and media—is displayed. Each entry indicates whether the media type is audio or video. To return to a specific media file and its accompanying transcript, click the appropriate case title. 

West Survey Builder: Multi-jurisdictional research isn’t one-size-fits-all

When they were released on Westlaw, the 50 State Surveys (SURVEYS) and 50 State Regulatory Surveys (REG-SURVEYS) databases vastly improved the speed and efficiency of multi-jurisdictional research.  

West Survey Builder* now takes speed and efficiency to the next level. 

West Survey Builder is a hassle-free tool for creating custom surveys. These aren’t “canned” surveys; rather they are built for you based on the jurisdictions and precise legal issues you choose. You get only what you need, and nothing that you don’t. 

The tool is easy to use. You choose jurisdictions and legal questions by making selections on the search template. You don’t need to type a search or know state terminology. Just use the template to select jurisdictions, a topic, a subtopic, and one or more legal questions. Nor do you need to access a statutory and regulatory version—each West Survey Builder document covers statutes and regulations. 

West Survey Builder builds you an easy-to-read chart in a question-and-answer format: each jurisdiction’s legislative and regulatory requirements are summarized in plain English and displayed under the appropriate legal issue. KeyCite® status flags, where applicable, and links are provided for cited documents. As with most documents on Westlaw, you can deliver a survey by clicking the appropriate delivery icon. 

To access West Survey Builder, click Survey Builder in the left frame of the tabbed 50 State Surveys page.

*Unavailable to law school subscribers.

WESTLAW CONTENT
ALR: Its index stands alone 

For those of you who regularly use the American Law Reports (ALR) index to retrieve ALR annotations by topic, life just got easier. The comprehensive index to American Law Reports (Second through Sixth series) and ALR Federal (First and Second series) was recently released on Westlaw as a stand-alone database: ALR Index (ALRINDEX). 

With the new ALRINDEX database, you can retrieve portions of the index without having to use a citation field restriction (e.g., ci(index)). In addition, ALRINDEX allows you to search the index using the Natural Language search method. For example, to retrieve portions of the index relating to attorney fees in deceptive trade practices litigation, access ALRINDEX, click the Natural Language tab, and type a description such as attorney fees for deceptive trade practices. To view the full text of an annotation cited in an ALRINDEX document, click the citation.

Index references to ALR First series will be available when the revised ALR index is released on Westlaw in October.

2008 election news—read about it in ALR: ALR annotations incorporate and analyze legal news as it breaks. That includes legal news related to the 2008 election. For example, check out Validity, Construction, and Application of State Statutes Governing “Minor Political Parties,” 120 A.L.R. 5th 1, which analyzes the recent Moore v. Brunner decision mandating the placement of the Socialist Party USA and its candidates on the Ohio ballot.

FED-LH extends its reach

Federal legislative history research on Westlaw continues to get easier. 

Legislative history documents (e.g., Congressional Record documents, committee hearing transcripts, and presidential signing statements) for many major federal acts have recently been added to the U.S. GAO Federal Legislative Histories database (FED-LH). These acts include the following: 

· Department of Energy Organization Act, Pub. L. No. 95-91

· Protection of Children Against Sexual Exploitation Act of 1977, Pub. L. No. 95-225

· Act of Nov. 2, 1978, Pub. L. No. 95-575 (eliminating racketeering in the sale and distribution of cigarettes)

· Revenue Act of 1978, Pub. L. No. 95-600

· Natural Gas Policy Act of 1978, Pub. L. No. 95-621

· Motor Carrier Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-296

· Maritime Drug Law Enforcement Act, Pub. L. No. 96-350

· Multiemployer Pension Plan Amendments Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-364

· Customs Courts Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-417

· Equal Access to Justice Act, Pub. L. No. 96-481

· Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-510

· Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-511

· Defense Officer Personnel Management Act, Pub. L. No. 96-513

· Bankruptcy Tax Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-589

· Product Liability Risk Retention Act of 1981, Pub. L. No. 97-45

· Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 1982, Pub. L. No. 97-248

Compiled histories are available in FED-LH for nearly 4,000 public laws enacted between 1974 and 1995. Over the next four years, more than 20,000 compiled histories will be available, with nearly 1 million PDF documents to be available. The database will cover 1915 and 1921 through 1995.

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

08/15/08

Two volumes from the Utah Practice series

· Utah Practice Series–Evidence (UTPRAC-EVID)

· Utah Practice Series–Utah Family Law (UTPRAC-FAM)

08/21/08

Unclaimed property public records

· Unclaimed Property–Florida (UNCLAIMED-FL)

· Unclaimed Property–Massachusetts (UNCLAIMED-MA)

NewsRoom 

· Alaska Journal of Commerce (Anchorage) (AKJCOM)

· Banking and Stock Exchange, Finance, Economics (BANKGSEFE)

· Central Asia News (CENTASIANEWS)

· Florida Underwriter Magazine (FLUNDERMAG)

· Mortgage Adviser (MORTGAGEADV)

· NPR: Tell Me More (TELLMEMORE)

· Russian Defense Industry Digest (RUSSNDIDIG)

· TechDecisions Magazine (TECHDECMAG)

· Times-Tribune (Scranton, PA) (SCRANTIMES)

· Wealth Manager Magazine (WLTHMGRMAG)
Election 2008 (ELECTION-2008)

Multibase containing the ELECTION-FILING and ELECTION-NEWS databases. 

Election Briefs (ELECTION-BRIEFS)

Appellate court briefs related to election law. 

Election–Cases (ELECTION-CS) 

Federal and state case law related to election law.

Election Filings (ELECTION-FILING)

Trial court filings related to election law. 

Election News (ELECTION-NEWS)

Newspaper and magazine articles related to elections. 

Election–State Statutes (ELECTION-ST) 

State statutes related to elections.

Election Texts, Analytical Materials, Journals, and Law Reviews Combined (ELECTION-TP)

Law review and journal articles, continuing legal education materials, American Law Reports annotations, and texts related to election law. 

Federal Election–Code of Federal Regulations (ELECTION-CFR)

Federal rules and regulations related to election law. 

Federal Election–U.S. Code Annotated (ELECTION-USCA)

United States Code Annotated® sections related to federal election law. 

08/25/08

Pattern Instructions Kansas 3d Criminal (KS-PIKCRIM)

Text of Pattern Instructions for Kansas–Criminal 3d from the Kansas Judicial Counsel.   

08/26/08

Two databases for Utah briefs

· Utah Briefs Multibase (UT-BRIEF-ALL)

· Utah Court of Appeals Briefs (UT-APP-BRIEF)
08/27/08

ALR Index (ALRINDEX)

Index to A.L.R.2d, A.L.R.3d, A.L.R.4th, A.L.R.5th, A.L.R.6th, A.L.R. Fed., and A.L.R. Fed. 2d. 

08/28/08

Lawyer's Guide to Elder Injury and Accident Compensation (ABA-ELDINJ)

Text published by the American Bar Association Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section. 

08/29/08

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit Oral Argument Transcripts (CTA8-ORALARG)

Unofficial transcripts of selected oral arguments heard in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, including streaming audio and video. 

09/03/08

Religion in the Workplace (ABA-RELWORK)

Text published by the American Bar Association Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section. 

Law of Environmental Protection (LENVPR)

Treatise from West and the Environmental Law Institute.   

09/05/08

New York Practice Series: New York Summary Judgment and Related Termination Motions (NYPRAC-TERM)

Treatise from West.   

09/09/08

Golden Gate University Environmental Law Journal (GGUELJ)

Articles from the law review published by Golden Gate University. 

Franchising-related documents from 20 secondary sources

· American Jurisprudence 2d: Franchising (AMJUR-FRAN)

· Business and Commercial Litigation in Federal Courts 2d: Franchising (BUSCOMLIT-FRAN)

· California Jurisprudence 3d: Franchising (CAJUR-FRAN)

· Eckstrom's Licensing in Foreign and Domestic Operations–Forms: Franchising (ECKLICNFO-FRAN)

· Florida Jurisprudence 2d: Franchising (FLJUR-FRAN)

· Georgia Jurisprudence: Franchising (GAJUR-FRAN)

· Going Global: A Guide to Building an International Business–Franchising (GOGLOBAL-FRAN)

· International Business Transactions: Franchising (INTBUSTRAN-FRAN)

· Law of Municipal Corporations: Franchising (MUNICORP-FRAN)

· Law of Selling Deskbook: Franchising (LSELLDB-FRAN)

· Law of Transnational Business Transactions: Franchising (LTBT-FRAN)

· Legal Compliance Checkups: Business Clients–Franchising (LCOMPLC-FRAN)

· Michigan Civil Jurisprudence: Franchising (MIJUR-FRAN)

· New York Jurisprudence 2d: Franchising (NYJUR-FRAN)

· Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice 3d: Franchising (NRTNBLP-FRAN)

· Ohio Jurisprudence 3d: Franchising (OHJUR-FRAN)

· South Carolina Jurisprudence: Franchising (SCJUR-FRAN)

· State and General Business Organization Forms, Clauses, and Checklists: Franchises/Distributorships (BUSFORM-FRAN)

· Texas Jurisprudence 3d: Franchising (TXJUR-FRAN)

· Trademark Practice Throughout the World: Franchising (TMPRWLD-FRAN)

09/10/08

Florida Practice Series: Florida Real Estate (FLPRAC-RE)

Treatise from West.   

09/11/08

Words and Phrases Canada (CAN-WORDS)

Text of Carswell’s Words and Phrases Judicially Defined in Canadian Courts and Tribunals.   
09/15/08

Survey Authority (SURVEY-AUTHORITY)

Topical surveys of statutes, regulations, administrative decisions, cases, and secondary sources.      
09/16/08

Andrews Express (ANDREWS-EXPRESS)

Articles from the past 30 days from Andrews litigation reporters on Westlaw. 

Homeland Security Staff Directory (HOMELAND-DIR)

Contact information compiled by CQ Press.  
Section 1983 Litigation Claims and Defenses (SNETLCD)

Treatise from Aspen Publishers. 

09/18/08

88 NewsRoom databases, including

· Aljazeera.net (ALJAZEERANET)

· Bury Free Press (U.K.) (BURYFREEPRESS)

· Cyprus Mail (CYPRUSMAIL)
· Diagnostics Focus (DIAGNFOCUS)

· Joondalup-Wanneroo Times (Australia) (JOONWANNTMS)

· Melton Times (U.K.) (MELTONTIMES)
· Port Arthur News (Port Arthur, TX)

· Times of Oman (TIMESOFOMAN)

· Very Light Jets (VERYLGHTJETS) 
Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

08/14/08

Old: 
Federal Habeas Practitioner Guide (FEDHABPRAC)

New:
Federal Habeas Manual (FEDHABMAN)

08/18/08

Old: 
PrimeNewswire (PRIMEZONE)

New:
GlobeNewswire (PRIMEZONE)

08/19/08

Old: 
Corporate Law and Practice (PLIREF-CORPL)

New:
Soderquist on Corporate Law and Practice (PLIREF-CORPL)
08/20/08

Old: 
North Carolina Divorce, Alimony, and Child Custody with Forms (NC-DIV)

New:
North Carolina Family Law Practice (NC-FAMPRACT)

08/25/08

Old: 
ATLA’s Litigating Tort Cases (ATLA-TORT)

New:
Litigating Tort Cases (LITGTORT)

09/10/08

Old: 
Income Taxation of Estates and Trusts (PLIREF-TXTR)

New:
Blattmachr on Income Taxation of Trusts and Estates (PLIREF-TXTR)

Westlaw Database Removals

08/12/08

Journal of Forensic Nursing (JFORENSNURS)

08/19/08

Army Reserve Magazine (ARMYRESM)

08/22/08

Heir Lines (HEIRLINES)

History: Reviews of New Books (HISTREVBKS)

Info-Link Magazine (INLKM)

08/25/08

Natural Disaster Insurance Claims and Disputes (NATURALDIS)

09/03/08

Journal of Manufacturing Processes (JNLMPR)

Journal of Manufacturing Systems (JMFGSYS)

SEARCH TIP 

How do I find records from the early stages of a possible foreclosure?

Q: Is there any way to find out about foreclosure proceedings on a property before the sheriff’s sale takes place? The property owner lives in the District of Columbia.

 

A: Try the Real Property Pre-Foreclosure Records–District of Columbia database (RPF-DC), one of 36 pre-foreclosure records databases available on Westlaw (and one of 10 released since July 31, 2008). Like other pre-foreclosure records databases on Westlaw, RPF-DC contains documents from the early stages of a foreclosure proceeding: notices of default, lis pendens notices, and notices of sheriff’s sales. Information about releases of mechanic’s liens and homeowner’s association liens may also be included. These records can reveal useful details when you are conducting adverse information or asset research.

Pre-foreclosure records databases on Westlaw cover a combined 492 counties in 34 states and the District of Columbia, including 111 newly available counties in Connecticut, the District of Columbia, Georgia, Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Tennessee. Many of these newly added counties are in the foreclosure-torn regions of Atlanta, Detroit, Cleveland, and the District of Columbia. (You can search all available counties simultaneously using the Real Property Pre-Foreclosure Records–Combined database (RPF-ALL).) Records are updated as often as five times per week; click Coverage on a database Search page to check the frequency of updates.

For example, to restrict your search to lis pendens notices, you can select the Terms and Connectors search method and add a filing-type field restriction (flt) to your query, e.g.,

flt(pendens) & john /2 smith

Alternatively, you can simply type the individual’s name in the Borrower/Owner Name text box on the fill-in-the-blank search template and click Search Westlaw.

 

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Connecting to a Real-Time Session: LiveNote Version 10
17-page guide, revised August 2008

Material #RM168175

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6817-5/RM168175/productdetail.aspx 

Retrieving Appellate Briefs
Four-page quick reference guide, revised August 2008 

Material #40776049

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6829-5/40776049/productdetail.aspx 
 
 
Retrieving Dockets on Westlaw
Four-page quick reference guide, revised August 2008

Material #40776050

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6830-5/40776050/productdetail.aspx

Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/Advanced Search.aspx. 

 

