
Case Evaluator
Based on criteria of your choosing, Case Evaluator searches Westlaw and compiles a report providing
infor mation that enables you to evaluate a case, review court documents, investigate experts, and learn
about medical issues. Both personal injury and nonpersonal injury cases can be researched. You can
select report criteria in the following six categories: Case Type, Jurisdiction, Injury Type, Damages,
Company, and Industry. Because the report is compiled at the time you make your search request, you
obtain the latest information available on Westlaw. 

Report Content
When you create a Case Evaluator report, you can choose to include information fr om up to thr ee
report components, as described below.

Verdict and Settlement T rend Analysis
The Verdict and Settlement Trend Analysis component of a Case Evaluator report analyzes jury verdict
and settlement summaries on Westlaw. A report provides the following infor mation:

Summaries and Court Documents
The Summaries and Court Documents component of a Case Evaluator report provides excerpts from
the following types of documents:

Excerpts are linked to full-text documents as available, enabling you to easily learn about cases of
interest and obtain helpful documents. 

Medical and Expert Information
The Medical and Expert Infor mation component of a Case Evaluator report includes the following
infor mation based on your search criteria:
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Coverage
A Case Evaluator report analyzes jury verdict and settlement summaries from across the nation. If you prefer, you can limit your
search to infor mation fr om a given state or region. The report also compiles information fr om court documents, briefs, and case
law databases.

The default coverage period is the current year and the preceding five years. However, after an initial search, you can edit your
search result so that your result reflects a selected time period. (See Date Rangeon page 4.) Jury verdict and settlement award
infor mation is available beginning with 1994. 

Accessing Case Evaluator
You can access the Case Evaluator search page via the site map, the tabbed Litigation page, the tabbed State Litigation page, or
selected tabbed state pages. You can also access Case Evaluator on the Links tab of a displayed document in a jury verdicts and
settlement summaries search result.

n To access via the site map, click Site Map at the top of any Westlaw page. Under Search Westlaw, click Case Evaluator
Reports to display the search page.

n To access via a tabbed page, begin by adding the page to your Westlaw interface. For example, to add the Litigation page,
follow these steps:

1. Click Add/Remove Tabsat the top of any page. The Manage Tabs page is displayed.

2. Under Topical, select the Litigation check box, then click Next.

3. At the next page, select the page you want to be displayed first when you sign on to Westlaw. Then click Save. 

Once added, simply click the tab to display the tabbed page. Then click Create Report under Case Evaluator in the left frame to
access the search page.
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Figure 1. Accessing the Case Evaluator search page via the site map
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Creating a Case Evaluator Report
At the Case Evaluator search page, follow these steps to create a report:

1. In the Describe Your Case section, select search criteria on the Case Type, Jurisdiction, Injury Type, Damages, Company, or
Industry tab. To display a tab, click its name, e.g., Jurisdiction. To select search criteria, select the appropriate check boxes.
Note: On the Injur y Type and Company tabs, you must enter one or more search terms in the text box and click Search to
display the check boxes.

2. When you are finished selecting check boxes, click the arrow (         ) to add your criteria to the Limit sear ch to these areas
box.

3. If you want, you can limit your search further by typing key terms in the Key Terms text box. A space between terms is
processed as the OR connector, meaning that a document will be retrieved if it contains any of the key terms you have
entered. Place phrases in quotation marks, e.g., Òstandard of careÓor Òpermanent disabilityÓ.

4.  In the Select Report Elementssection, select one or more check boxes to specify the elements to be included in the report.
The available selections are Full Report, Verdict and Settlement Trends, Summaries and Court Docs, and Medical and Expert
Materials. 

5. Click Generate Report. 
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Figure 2. Case Evaluator search page 



Search Tips
n The Case Type tab is selected by default. You must select search criteria from at least one tab. 

n The default jurisdiction is national. To limit your search to a specific state or region, select the appropriate check box on the
Jurisdiction tab.

n Browse the list of search criteria by clicking the plus (+) and minus (Ð) symbols, where available. (See Figures 3 and 4.)

The Injury Type Tab
n To specify a personal injury on the Injury Type tab, click Personal Injury, if not alr eady displayed. In the 

Enter Injuries text box, enter a term or phrase describing an injury, e.g., wrist fractur e, then click Search. A list of medical
terms that contain your key term or phrase is displayed. To include one or more listed medical terms as search criteria, select
the appropriate check box, then click the arrow (         ) to display your terms in the Limit search to these areas box. Many
related terms may be listed and can be selected for a broader search result.

n To specify a nonpersonal injury on the Injury Type tab, e.g., Injur y to Reputation or Lost Earnings, click Other Injur y. Select
the appropriate check boxes, e.g., Injur y to Reputation or Lost Earnings, then click the arrow (         ).

n If an injur y relevant to the case you are evaluating is not listed on the tab, you can enter the injury as a search term in the
Key Terms text box.

Processing Time
Because Case Evaluator is retrieving, analyzing, and compiling a large amount of information in a report for mat, it takes longer
for your r equest to be completed than a typical Westlaw database search. While your report is being created, the notification
shown below is displayed.

Date Range
From the displayed report you can change the report date range from the default range of the current year and the preceding five
years by using the Date Range From and To drop-down lists that are available in the report header. (See Figure 7.)

1. Select a beginning year from the From drop-down list. 

2. Select an ending year from the To drop-down list. Then click Submit.
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Figure 3. Products Liability search
criteria on the Case T ype tab

Figure 4. Expanded Products Liability
search criteria on the Case T ype tab

Figure 5. Case Evaluator report notification



Document Delivery
Your Case Evaluator report or selected sections can be delivered to an attached printer, an e-mail address, or fax, or it can be
downloaded. Reports can also be saved on Westlaw for 30 days in the Print/Delivery Manager.

n To deliver one or more selected report sections instead of the complete report, select the the appropriate check boxes that are
displayed next to the section number at the top of each section before you click a delivery icon.

To deliver a Case Evaluator report, or selected sections, complete these steps:

1. Click a delivery icon in the report header.

n Click the Print icon to print documents on an attached printer.

n Click the Email icon to send documents to one or more e-mail addresses. Documents can be delivered in the body of the
e-mail message or as attachments.

n Click the Download icon to save documents on your computer.

n Click the Other icon to display a menu of additional delivery options. You can fax documents (Fax) or save documents in
the Print/Delivery Manager for up to 30 days (Save on Westlaw).

n Click the Quick Print icon if you want to print on an attached printer in HTML for mat and you have no need to access
additional destination menus where you can change default delivery settings.

2. If you selected a destination other than Quick Print, a dialog box is displayed at which you can specify format and page
options. If desired, click Settingsto display the Settings dialog box, where you can specify additional delivery settings. When
you have finished selecting your settings, click Done.

3. Click Print, Send, or Savedepending on the delivery destination you selected.

Research Trail
Your Case Evaluator report is saved automatically in your research trail for 14 days. Click Research Trail at the top of any page
to access your research trail.

Search Example
To compile a full Case Evaluator report that analyzes jury verdict and settlement summaries nationally where the case type is an
insurance dispute and the underlying injury is carpal tunnel syndrome, follow these steps:

1. Access the Case Evaluator search page. 

2. Click the Case Type tab, if necessary. Select the Insurancecheck box. Then click the arrow (         ) to add Insurance to the
Limit search to these areas box.

3. Click the Injur y Type tab. If the Other Injur y tab is displayed, click Personal Injury. Type carpal tunnel syndrome in the
Enter Injuries text box and click Search. 

4. From the displayed result, select the Carpal Tunnel Syndrome check box. Then click the arrow (        ) to add Carpal Tunnel
Syndrome to the Limit search to these areas box.

5. In the Select Report Elementssection, select the Full Report check box, if it is not alr eady selected. 

6. Click Generate Report.

Note that because the default jurisdiction is National, you do not need to make a selection from the Jurisdiction tab. 
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Figure 6. Delivery icons



Report Sections 
The following illustrations show a r epresentative portion of each Case Evaluator report section. 

Verdict and Settlement T rendsÑA war ds by County/District
The Awards by County/District table lists all counties and federal districts within the selected jurisdictions for which there is at
least one jury verdict or settlement summary that matches your search criteria, including zero-dollar awards.

Verdict and Settlement T rendsÑA war ds by Party
The Awards by Party table displays the number of plaintiff verdict, defense verdict, and settlement summaries that match the
search criteria. 

Verdict and Settlement T rendsÑLargest A war ds
The Largest Awards table displays information about the largest awards included in the report. Up to 15 awards may be listed.

6

Figure 7. Verdict and Settlement T rendsÑA wards by County/District table

Click a link in the
Highest Award column
to display a result list
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award document.

Click a column heading
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included in the number
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To change a reportÕs
date range, use the
Date RangeFromand
To drop-down lists to
select the desired range,
then click Submit .

Figure 8. Verdict and Settlement T rendsÑA wards by Party table
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Figure 9. Verdict and Settlement T rendsÑLargest A wards table
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Verdict and Settlement T rendsÑA war ds Amount Analysis
The Awards Amount Analysis table displays the average, largest, and median awards, as well as the number of each type of
award included in the calculations.

Summaries and Court DocumentsÑJury V erdict Summaries
The Jury Verdict Summaries table provides excerpts of the three most relevant jury verdict summaries in a chart for mat.
Relevance ranking is based on the number of occurrences of the selected injury type, case type, or key terms in the jury verdict
summaries that meet the search criteria.
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Figure 10. Verdict and Settlement T rendsÑA wards Amount Analysis table

Click a number to
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Figure 11. Summaries and Court DocumentsÑJury V erdict Summaries table
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Summaries and Court DocumentsÑT rial Court Memoranda
The Trial Cour t Memoranda table displays excerpts of three relevant trial court motions or memoranda not included as related
court documents in the Jury Verdict Summaries table. Relevance ranking is based on the number of occurrences of any selected
injur y type, case type, or key terms in a jurisdictionally appropriate motions database.

Summaries and Court DocumentsÑAppellate Court Documents
The Appellate Court Documents table displays excerpts of three relevant appellate court documents. Relevance ranking is based
on the number of occurrences of any selected injury type, case type, or key terms criteria in a jurisdictionally appr opriate
appellate briefs database. 
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Click See More Trial
Memoranda to display
a result list with links to
additional memoranda.

Click the Westlaw
citation to display the
full text of the
memorandum.

Figure 12. Summaries and Court DocumentsÑT rial Court Memoranda table

Click See More
Appellate Documents
to display a result list
with links to additional
briefs.

Click a citation to
display a cited rule,
statute, or case.

Figure 13. Summaries and Court DocumentsÑAppellate Court Documents table

Click the Westlaw
citation to display the
full text of the
document.



Summaries and Court DocumentsÑAppellate Decisions
The Appellate Decisions table displays excerpts of three relevant appellate decisions. Relevance ranking is based on the number
of occurrences of any selected injury type, case type, or key terms criteria in the largest jurisdictional case law database that
meets the reportÕs jurisdictional criteria. 

Medical and Expert MaterialsÑMedical Resour ces
The Medical Resources table displays up to three relevant excerpts from the Attor neys Medical Advisor database (MEDADV). 
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Click the case citation to
display the full text of
the case.

Click See More
Appellate Decisions to
display a result list with
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Click a judgeÕs name to
display a profile from
Westlaw Profiler¨ . 

Figure 14. Summaries and Court DocumentsÑAppellate Decisions table

Click an Attorneys Medical
Advisor citation to display
the full text of the
excerpted section.

Click to display the
Attorneys Medical Advisor
table of contents.

Figure 15. Medical and Expert MaterialsÑMedical Resources table



Medical and Expert MaterialsÑMedical Illustrations
The Medical Illustrations table displays a relevant medical illustration from the Attor neys Medical Atlas database 
(AMA-A TLAS) for injur y types included in the report, up to a maximum of thr ee illustrations. 

Medical and Expert MaterialsÑExpertise Distribution
The Expertise Distribution table shows experts distributed by area of expertise as identified in jury verdict and settlement
summaries that meet the report criteria and sorted according to the expert type classifications used for expert documents on
Westlaw.

10

Figure 16. Medical and Expert MaterialsÑMedical Illustrations table

Click to display the
AttorneysMedical Atlas
table of contents.

To download a
high resolution
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Download High
Resolution Image .

Figure 17. Medical and Expert MaterialsÑExpertise Distribution table

Click a number to display a
result list linked to the
underlying summary
documents included in the
number of cases tally.



Medical and Expert MaterialsÑExperts by Expertise
The Experts by Expertise table lists up to three experts by expertise type and name based on the number of times each expert
testified. When a named expertÕs testimony is excerpted in the Expert Testimony Excerpts table, a Testimony Excerpt link is
displayed in the column next to the expertÕs name. 

Expert Comparison Report
You can compare litigation infor mation for up to thr ee experts in the Experts by Expertise table by creating an Expert
Comparison report. To create an Expert Comparison report, select the check boxes next to the names of up to three experts and
click Compare. For more information on Expert Comparison reports, see Using Expert Investigation Reports, which can be
downloaded at no charge at west.thomson.com/westlaw/guides.

Medical and Expert MaterialsÑExpert T estimony Excerpts
The Expert Testimony Excerpts table displays excerpts from the most recent expert testimony, as available, of the top three
experts in each expertise type. 
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Figure 18. Medical and Expert MaterialsÑExperts by Expertise table

Click a number to display a
result list linked to the
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Figure 19. Medical and Expert MaterialsÑExpert T estimony Excerpts table
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