
EDITORIAL ENHANCEMENTS
The Westlaw difference

The legal landscape is ever changing. In fact, 200,000 cases (published and unpublished), 26,000 laws 

and 151,000 pages of legislation come from courts, judges and legislatures every year. So a legal research

service that keeps you up to date on the latest changes is important. As is one that categorizes, organizes

and summarizes the law so it’s more accurate, more relevant and easier to understand. West’s team of

attorney-editors works hard to make sure Westlaw® is the premier legal research service in every aspect.  

Here are some examples of West’s editorial enhancements that you probably rely on every day to help you

get better results faster:
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Caselaw Enhancements

• Headnotes – West attorney-editors craft one for every

specific point of law covered in every published opinion

By the numbers: 450,000 headnotes categorized into

the West Key Number System® every year

• West Key Number System – The de facto classification

system for all American law 

By the numbers: 

-  More than 400 topics and 93,000 points of law

-  557,000 classifications added every year at an

average of 8.3 classifications per case

• Case Synopses – One-paragraph summary of each case

to help you quickly decide if it’s on point

• Added Search Terms – Synonyms, acronyms, terms of

art, generic names and legal relationship terms – so

your search terms don’t have to match the judge’s 

terms verbatim 

By the numbers: 150,000 search terms added 

every year

• Court Corrections – West attorney-editors work closely

with the courts to identify and correct errors ranging

from incorrect citations or misspellings to substantive

factual and legal inaccuracies

By the numbers: 

-  700,000 statute citations checked, 10,000

corrected every year

-  1.5 million case citations checked, 80,000 corrected

every year

-  100,000 caselaw errors identified and corrected

every year

Statutes and Regulations Enhancements

• Indexes – The industry’s only online alphabetical

statutes and CFR indexes 

By the numbers: More than 1 million references

categorized by topic and linked to CFR sections

• RegulationsPlus® – The online version of the industry’s

only annotated CFR 

• Notes of Decisions – A brief summary of the important

cases that interpret your statute, and links to the full text

for each case

By the numbers: More than 1.2 million and counting in

the USCA and CFR alone

• Historical Notes – Shows you how your statute evolved 

• Cross References – Links to more resources

KeyCite® Enhancements 

• Up-to-the-Minute Updates (for Caselaw and Beyond)

– The only online citator that goes beyond caselaw to

also provide warning flags for statutes and regulations 

By the numbers: 

-  Within 4 hours, a case’s direct history is available 

on KeyCite*

-  Within 24 hours, overruled cases are identified*

*Based on averages from when attorney-editors receive new court opinions.



About West Attorney-Editors

Virtually the minute an opinion is handed down 

from any court, a team of West attorney-editors is

analyzing and dissecting it, trying to make it easy to

find and easy to understand. West has hundreds of

licensed attorney-editors on staff with, on average,

more than 10 years of experience in the profession.

Every West attorney-editor is grouped into one of

three teams:

Caselaw Attorney-Editors – Headnote classifiers are

closely aligned with a specific practice area so they know

their assigned area of law inside and out. 

KeyCite Editors – Dedicated to keeping KeyCite the most

complete, accurate and up-to-the-minute citation service.

Statutes Attorney-Editors – Dedicated 100% to statute

annotations, and aligned with specific jurisdictions in

order to master the unique nomenclature and style of

various state legislatures.
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BETTER RESULTS FASTER.
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For more information: contact your West representative, 

call 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889)

or visitwest.thomson.com


