Teachable Moments ...

How Do You Update the Code of Federal
Regulations Using GPO Access?

Teachable Moments ... is a regular feature of
Perspectives designed to give teachers an opportunity
to describe techniques or strategies for presenting a
particular research or writing topic to their students.
Readers are invited to submit their own “teachable
moments” to the editors of the column: Elizabeth
Edinger, The Catholic University of America, e-mail:
edinger@law.edu, or Craig A. Smith, Vanderbilt
University, e-mail: craig.smith@law.vanderbilt.edu.

By Patrick J. Charles

Patrick J. Charles is Associate Director of the Chastek
Library at Gonzaga University School of Law in
Spokane, Wash.

One of the most challenging tasks that researchers
face is updating federal regulations. Official
government publications traditionally provide
minimal indexing and limited readers’ aids. In 1996,
Lydia Potthoff offered advice on how to update the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) in print, on
Westlaw®, and on Lexis.' Over the past decade,
although Web-based access to the Federal Register
and the CFR has simplified the process, updating
federal regulations still requires several steps.

After demonstrating how to update the CFR on
GPO Access to scores of students, I decided to
create an illustrated research guide with sequential
screen shots and step-by-step how-to instructions.
I felt the use of illustrations would help visual
learners and make the updating process vivid.

Basing a research guide on screen shots has its risks
and rewards. One risk is that the changing nature
of the Web means the screen shots will become
outdated. On the other hand, users are rewarded
with a visually attractive guide that illustrates a

! Lydia Potthoff, Teachable Moments ... “How Do You Update the
Code of Federal Regulations?” 5 Perspectives: Teaching Legal Res. &
Writing 28 (1996).

fairly dry procedure. The key to the longevity of
the guide is pairing clear narrative with the screen
shots. My hope is that the illustrated research guide
reproduced below provides useful assistance to law
students, summer associates, and attorneys who
need to update the CFR.

A Guide to Updating the CFR Using
GPO Access

The CFR contains the final rules and regulations
promulgated by federal administrative agencies.
The CFR is published annually in four quarterly
installments. Titles 1 through 16 are updated on
January 1 of each year, titles 17 through 27 on
April 1, titles 28 through 41 on July 1, and titles 42
through 50 on October 1. The CFR is not updated
by pocket parts; new or amended regulations are
published in the Federal Register. These changes are
not incorporated into the CFR until a new set is
published. Therefore, one needs to look at the List
of CER Sections Affected (LSA) and the Federal
Register to see if a regulation has been changed.
Although there are several ways to update a

CEFR citation online, including on Westlaw and
LexisNexis®, the advantage of using GPO Access

is that GPO Access is current to the day, unlike
Westlaw and LexisNexis, which are current within
a week. Also, GPO Access is free!
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1. Retrieve your section in the most recent version of the CFR using Retrieve by Citation. For purposes of this
guide, we are focusing on 5 C.ER. § 950.101. Note the date this section was last revised. The revision date is
included at the top of each page of the CFR in parentheses after the citation information. You can view PDFs
of the most recent version of the CFR on the GPO Access site at <www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/index.html>.
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2. At the main page, click List of CFR Sections Affected on the left side under Related Resources to display
the main page for List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA). This page explains the updating process and includes
a Quick Search text box.
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3. At this page, click Browse the LSA on the left side under Database Features. This page is located at
<www.gpoaccess.gov/lsa/browse.html>. Click the most recent month listed, e.g., January.
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4. Consult the most recent monthly List of CFR Sections Affected to see if your CFR part or section is listed.
Click either the TEXT or PDF version. Although it may be slower to load, the PDF version is easier to read.
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5. Check to see if your CER part or section has been affected by looking for final rules or proposed rules.
Entries for rules are arranged numerically by CER title, chapter, part, and section. If there has been a change,
the LSA will refer you to the pages in the Federal Register on which the change is published. Check the
referred pages to determine the changes made to your regulation. Make certain the coverage of the LSA
begins the day after the date of revision for your CFR section in the main volume.

Recall that 5 C.FR. § 950.101 was current to January 1, 2008. This January 2008 LSA
covers changes to title 5 of the CFR from January 2, 2008, through January 31, 2008.
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6. After you have consulted the most recent monthly LSA, use your browser’s Back button to return to the
Browse the LSA page. At the Browse the LSA page, click List of CFR Sections Affected Main Page. This page is
located at <www.gpoaccess.gov/lsa/index.html>. Then click Last Month’s List of CFR Parts Affected in the
middle of the page. This step may be unnecessary, depending upon the availability of the most recent LSA.

... =
I I D T SSS——

List of CFR Secions Afecied (LSA) Main Fage

T Lt 7l CFR Seciena afvcied Sty gropaced naw, and pmensed Federd
IRghaliaii Dl P B pUSEaNE 0 i Db Pkl FaQiilai b e iveiel
rerEr rranion dale of 8 TR Blie Fsch LG iwios i cumd shss ardd conlam

[k dmA e FLATUEER

stigt of COF R Bachone
Afecind Wam Fadi

*Eegwns e L34

ddil e Ligl of GFR
STTETHTEL TS T

+ FEare 0 B e e

= ] RS P

FFLLE T AT B AT

i HERETH ]
oLl
DRIy

* <L ROTL: e L34 o ikvees rhonthip, hdwsess 30 0D AZosss 1 L34 ab b conlsifs
= B Tips Frss mgpriermeriad serdney Fie Livd of CFR Parts dfeciad Tosay, Carmeniiid of
=[Py g P i CFF Parts sischin snd Lasi Wanis's List 3 CFR Pans seoed ol

Foiades Pl
=i Conptaiiin 2007 [Volume 72| Only

ko Hr AL

e CFR pari and secion numidem. a desmiphion ol s st ey, amendsg
CSTHWTIEDL Fa 28, ol 0l i b (RS Byl LTS v T e s
may 5 imprel | in peblinfed Sy the Ofice of The Federsl Reginie, Basdznii
Sriwan s aned FE coemly Admanipiralan

@ sk Bamch fae “sndewiee cibs™ AR 5Bl

S |

]
B Bl | FIET s

® Dbl &5 il b 8o alel o TS Mewiand]
L] o

L]

o gl o VRS- 20T

b=L1 Tiesl =]
Qther Farncen

# Jicn o b freslp receess B daiy Feceral Hegivier Tabis of Comienia v s-roml

& And redew, and spbmE conmants on Fedora mlac il ara agen for commant and
i D A iy W il SR B T i G Ll (1 1 O

® Piechise 3 sabactpsan i Be prizisd edlon ofthe Federy Regpter Ty Gapy

B Frirdl | of Wi F ksl e alen dieteibing i pior 1 T el e F sl
12 pa Ry HM T

SENTIS 1NN}
e A TEn AL §oiECES I
k) omizerd . L_ast Month's
R List of CFR
T — Parts Affected
v La0e ol e
Bamimans

Perspectives: Teaching Legal Research and Writing | Vol. 17 No.2 | Winter 2009



7. Check to see if your CER part or section has been affected by looking for final rules or proposed rules.

If there has been a change, the LSA will refer you to the pages in the Federal Register on which the

change is published.

The CFR Parts Affected During February table covers changes to 5 C.F.R. § 950.101

from February 1, 2008, through February 29, 2008.
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Note that there is a change to 5 C.FR. § 950 listed as appearing on page 8587.
You should examine this page of the 2008 Federal Register (volume 73) to

confirm the changes.
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8. After you have done this, use your browser’s Back button to return to the List of CFR Sections Affected
(LSA): Main Page. Click Current List of CFR Parts Affected in the middle of the page. This page lists only
the CFR parts and sections affected by changes during the current month. It is a camulative list that is

updated daily. This page is located at <www.gpoaccess.gov/lsa/curlist.html>.
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This page covers changes in the current month (March 2008). This cumulative list is
updated daily (Monday through Friday), allowing you to update your CFR citation to
the current day.
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9. If there has been a change to the regulation, the LSA will reference the pages in the Federal Register
that include these changes.
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