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Be Careful What Y ou Put in

Your Mouth

ÒI always find that statistics are

hard to swallow and impossible

to digest.Ó
Mrs. Robert E. Taft

Finding State Legislative History 
Is Easier Than Ever 
Courts generally agree that the first rule of statutory construction is to apply

the plain language of the statute. But legislators are sometimes unhandy

drafters and the court must resort to extrinsic aids, such as legislative history.

The most useful federal legislative history documents are usually the reports

of the congressional committees of each house and the reports of conference

committees. These materials are contained in the Legislative HistoryÐU.S.

Code, 1948 to Present database (LH). For some important pieces of federal

legislation, such as the USA PATRIOT Act of 2001, there is an Arnold &

Porter legislative history database containing many relevant materials, some of

which may be difficult to find elsewhere.

State legislative history materials vary by state. To quickly determine for

which states legislative history materials are available on Westlaw,¨ see the

map at the tabbed Legislative HistoryÐState page.

EditorÕs note: To add a tabbed page, click Add/Remove Tab. Select the

check box for Legislative HistoryÐStatein the JurisdictionalÐStatesection.

Click Next. Select the page you want to see first when you sign on to Westlaw

and click Save. (You may have up to six tabbed pages at a time in your

Westlaw display.)

You can access state legislative history in thr ee easy ways.

1.  While running a current state statute section, click a link under

Legislative History on the Links tab to view available materials 

related to this section.

2. At a tabbed state page, type your search. Then select the check boxes 

for state legislative history database(s) you want to search. Click Search

Westlaw.

3. At the tabbed Legislative HistoryÐState page, click any state shown in

blue. A Search page is displayed. Type your search. Select the check

boxes for the state legislative history database(s) you want to search.

Click Search Westlaw.

For illustrations of the thr ee ways to access state legislative history, see

inside this issue.
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Three Ways to Access State Legislative History
Materials on Westlaw

Method 1 Ð Current State
Statute

Use when you are viewing a specific
section in the current code. For
example, use Find to retrieve 
Cal. Vehicle Code ¤ 27803.

While viewing the current code section,
click a link under Legislative History
on the Links tab.

Current text of Cal. V ehicle Code ¤ 27803

Method 2 Ð Tabbed State Page

Use when you want to search for sections
related to your topic and you have added
the tabbed page for your state.

1. Type your search.

2.  Select the check boxes for the state
legislative history database(s) you 
want to search.

3.  Click Search Westlaw.

Tabbed state page
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Method 3 Ð Tabbed
Legislative HistoryÐ
State Page

Use when you want to determine
whether legislative history materials
for a particular state are available 
on Westlaw and you have added the
tabbed Legislative HistoryÐState page.

Click any state shown in blue to view
a legislative history Search page for
that state, e.g., California.

1. Type your search.

2. Select the check boxes for the
state legislative database(s) you
want to search.

3. Click Search Westlaw.

Tabbed Legislative HistoryÐState page

California Legislative History Search page

A search result example
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Advanced Search Tip
State Materials Are at Y our Fingertips

Look over the Shortcuts section in the left frame of 

a tabbed state jurisdiction page, such as the tabbed

Califor nia page. YouÕll find many materials easily

accessible from this section. 

Some of the useful features include

¥ Recent Developments

¥ Find by citation

¥ KeyCite this citation

¥ Statutes Index

¥ Search these databases

¥ ProfilerÐExpert

¥ Tables of Contents

¥ Public Records Sources

When you are unfamiliar with the cour t structure for

a specific state, click State Court Or g Charts. A list of

the 50 states and other American jurisdictions, such as

the District of Columbia, is displayed in the right frame.

Click the state for which you want to view an

organization chart of the stateÕs court system. 


