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Retrieving Public Laws

When you know

Access

Then type

the public law number
Pub. L. No. 109-160

the Find service

us pl 109-160

the Statutes at Large
citation

McCarran-Ferguson Act,
ch. 20, 59 Stat. 33 (1945)

the Find service

59 stat 33

the name of the law
USA Patriot Act of 2001

United States Public Laws
1973-2006 (US-PL-OLD) and
restrict your search to the
caption field (ca)

ca(“u.s.a. patriot”)

Retrieving Federal Statutes

When you know

Access

Then type

the citation
42 US.C.A. § 1983

the Find service

42 usca 1983

the statute’s popular
name

USCA sections enacted by the
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002

USCA Popular Name Table
(USCA-POP) and click Locate
in Result in the left frame.

sarbanes-oxley and click
Locate. Click the right Term
arrow to view your search
terms. Then click the name of
the act to see all USCA

sections.

the public law number

sections of the USCA enacted
or amended by
Pub. L. No. 107-56

United States Code Annotated
(USCA) and restrict your search
to the credit field (cr)

cr(107-56)

Federal Legislation Research Tips

Tip: Abbreviations may appear
with or without periods or
spaces. To retrieve various
forms of an abbreviation,
enter it with periods and
without spaces.

Tip: The credit field (cr) lists the
session laws that have
enacted or amended the
statute. By restricting your
search to the credit field,
you can retrieve those
statutes enacted or
amended by a particular
public law.
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For assistance using Westlaw, call 1-800-WESTLAW (1-800-937-8529).
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