
Using Briefs on Westlaw
Briefs can help you learn how other attorneys have analyzed and argued the issues, study how
opposing counsel in your case has argued similar issues in a prior case, and understand the arguments
made in key precedents so that you can better compare or distinguish your case. Westlaw includes a
collection of more than 1.6 million state and federal appellate briefs that you can retrieve by case
citation, by issue, by name of a party or attorney, or by docket number.

Accessing Briefs
You can easily access briefs in several different ways, including the following:

■ While you are viewing a case, click Briefs and Other Related Documents at the top of the document
to display a list of other briefs filed in the case, as well as related documents on Westlaw such as 
transcripts of oral argument.

■ Click Court Docs at the top of any page, select a briefs database using the links in the Select 
Database(s) section in the left frame, and type your search terms in the text boxes in the right 
frame. Then click Search Westlaw.

■ On your tabbed state page, type a search in the Search text box. Under Select Databases, select a 
check box next to a database under Briefs and click Search Westlaw.

■ Click Briefs under Litigation in the Westlaw Directory to view a complete list of briefs databases on
Westlaw.

Accessing Briefs from a Case

Westlaw is available 
on the Web at
www.westlaw.com.

For technical assistance,
call West Customer
Technical Support at 
1-800-WESTLAW 
(1-800-937-8529).

For search assistance, 
call the West Reference
Attorneys at 
1-800-REF-ATTY
(1-800-733-2889).

If you are a law student,
call 1-800-850-WEST
(1-800-850-9378) for
assistance.
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Searching for Briefs on the Court Documents Search Page



Browsing Briefs 
Westlaw briefs contain links to related information that may help you better understand the attorneys involved in the case as
well as the issues argued in the brief. 
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Retrieve the Court’s Opinion
Click the case citation at the top of the brief to display the court’s opinion.

Retrieve Attorney Profile Information
Click the link for an attorney’s name to retrieve Westlaw Profiler®

background information, including other appellate briefs, petitions, and
motions filed by the attorney; trial pleadings, motions, and memoranda
filed by the attorney; court opinions in cases involving the attorney; and
jury verdict and settlement summaries from lawsuits in which the attorney
was involved.

View the Full Text of Cited Cases and Statutes
Click the links within a brief to view the full text of cited cases and statutes.

Use the West Key Number System® to Find Related Cases
In selected briefs that have been enhanced with West topic and key
number information, you can click a topic and key number link in a digest
paragraph to retrieve cases discussing questions similar to those presented
in the brief. 

. . . . .
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Learn More
West offers a variety of educational resources, including user guides and live, personalized training. Learn more about
Westlaw or schedule a training at west.thomson.com/westlaw/training.
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