
The Dockets–New Jersey–State Courts Combined database (DOCK-NJ-STCTS) provides statewide
coverage of New Jersey Superior Court Civil Division docket information. Coverage begins with
January 1988. New case dockets are added within two days of entry into the court’s system. Access
DOCK-NJ-STCTS at www.westlaw.com or at courtexpress.westlaw.com, a Westlaw interface custom
designed for docket research. 

Search Methods
A search template, the default search method in DOCK-NJ-STCTS, enables you to search by
participant (party) name, docket number, county, and key search terms. You can limit your search by
selecting a date restriction. DOCK-NJ-STCTS can also be searched with the Terms and Connectors
search method.

Docket Information 
The DOCK-NJ-STCTS database includes docket records in three formats: initial, updated, and
archived. The information contained in a docket record varies based on its format, as described below.

Initial Docket Format
An initial docket record is a record that has not been updated by a Westlaw user. It provides limited
information, including

Updated Docket Format
The first time that a Westlaw user updates an initial record, it is permanently converted in the database
to the updated docket record format. An updated docket includes 
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• case title

• participant names

• docket number

• court

• filing date

• plaintiff’s attorney names

• case type and subtype

• claim or demand amount 

• case title

• participant names

• docket number

• court

• filing date

• attorney names

• case type and subtype

• claim or demand amount 

• a list of docket proceedings
and filings

• calendar information

• disposition, notices, and
service information

• judgment and payment
information

• a link to an online document
ordering system



Archived Docket
The New Jersey Superior Court archives cases when they have been closed for at least 18 months and have had no
documents filed in the six months prior to being archived. Special Civil Part cases with judgments are not being
archived at this time. An updated archived docket includes

Updating a Docket
Follow these steps to update a docket. When the process is complete, you will receive an e-mail with an attachment
that contains the updated docket. A few hours after you receive the e-mail, the updated docket will also be available
electronically on Westlaw.

1. Click Update at the top of the docket record. 

2. The Docket Update Request page is displayed, confirming your update request. If the update request is not included
in your subscription plan, you will be notified of an additional charge to retrieve the update. Click Properties to
verify your e-mail address and the file format for the e-mail attachment, then click Save to return to the Docket
Update Request page.

3. Verify the client identifier, then click Submit to proceed with the update request. 

4. Westlaw will connect to the court to retrieve updated information. This may take several minutes. 

Note: Be sure to click Update each time you retrieve a docket, even if it has been previously updated, to access the most
current information available from the court. 

• case title

• docket number

• court

• filing date

• attorney names

• case type and subtype

• docket proceedings list

• archive date and archive location

• participant names (when an updated
docket is displayed on Westlaw)

Click UPDATE at the top of a
docket to convert an initial
record to the updated record
format or, if the document is
already in the updated
format, to retrieve the most
current information available
from the court.

A document in the DOCK-NJ-STCTS database



Monitoring the Progress of an Update
To confirm if an update request is pending or has been delivered, click Alert Center in the upper-right corner of any page.
At the Alert Center Directory, click Docket Alert Directory. The directory will display a list of pending and delivered
update results.

Reviewing the E-mail Attachment
When you receive an e-mail with the updated information, open the attachment to display the updated docket.

Docket Alerts and Tracks
Use the Docket Alerts feature to be automatically notified when a new case involving a specific litigant or attorney is filed.
Use the Docket Tracks feature to be automatically notified of new developments in a specific case. Docket Alerts and
Docket Tracks coverage includes all 21 New Jersey Superior Courts. For more information about creating a docket alert
entry or a docket track entry, see Westlaw Quick Reference Guide: Dockets, which is available at
west.thomson.com/westlaw/guides. At the Westlaw User Guides page, click Westlaw Litigator, then click Dockets Quick
Reference.
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An e-mail with a docket update attachment

The Docket Alert Directory lists pending and delivered docket update requests.

Click to open the
attachment
containing updated
docket information.



This illustration shows the types of information typically available in an
updated docket, including case and participant information, calendar

and payment information, and docket proceeding information.
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