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Introduction

When your client presents a medical malpractice, personal injury, or drug or medical device products
liability case, you need to understand the medical issues involved as well as the underlying law. In the
past, this meant difficult and time-consuming research through hundreds of different sources—a task
made even more frustrating by unfamiliar medical terms and sources.

Medical Litigator is a unique tool for attorneys who need to
* learn the essentials of a case quickly
* understand medical issues, such as causation, severity of injury, and standard of care
» discuss medical information with experts
* explain medical events to laypeople
* locate health care professionals and expert witnesses
* research current litigation, awards, and settlements

Medical Litigator does more than consolidate relevant information on one page. Using Medical
Litigator, you can search thousands of medical guides and summaries, medical journals and abstracts,
medical images, legal texts and periodicals, case law, and jury verdicts with a single search. Medical
Litigator also enhances your search with medical synonyms and links case law and analytical content to
medical information.

Your search result is presented on a single easy-to-read page with documents retrieved by your search
grouped in relevant categories. For example, your result may include a section for medical definitions, a
collection of medical journal articles, relevant case law, and jury verdicts relating to your search. In
short, Medical Litigator can help you assess claims, educate yourself and your client, find authoritative
sources, and save time and money while you work on any case that requires medical information.

Introduction
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Getting Started

1 Getting Started

Beginning Your Research Session
1. Go to www.westlaw.com. The Westlaw sign-on page is displayed. (Click Secure Connection at the
bottom of the page if you want to access a secure Web site that encrypts your research session.)

2. Type your Westlaw password and a client identifier in the text boxes.

* Select the Save this Password check box if you want your Westlaw password automatically
entered each time you sign on to Westlaw.

* Select the Return to last Research Trail check box to use the research trail from your previous
Westlaw session. The trail is displayed after you sign on.

3. Click Sign On.

Ending Your Research Session

You should sign off from Westlaw before exiting your browser. Click Sign Off at the top of any page. A
message is displayed indicating the time you spent searching on Westlaw or the number of transactions
you performed.

Click Sign back on to sign on to Westlaw again.

Adding the Tabbed Medical Litigator Page
To add the Medical Litigator page, follow these steps:

1. Click Add a Tab at the top of any page. At the next page, click Add Westlaw Tabs to display a list of
available tabbed pages.

2. Select the check box next to Medical Litigator under Topical and then click Add to My Tab Set.

3. Alist of the tabbed pages you've selected is displayed under In Tab Display. To select the Medical
Litigator page as your default page (the page that is displayed when you sign on to Westlaw), click
Set as Default next to the page.

4. To display the Medical Litigator page, click its tab.



Medical Litigator Page Overview

The Medical Litigator page (Figure 1-1) allows you to search both medical and legal sources with a
single search. You can use the Terms and Connectors or the Natural Language search method.

The Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching feature automatically provides synonyms for medical
terms to make your search as comprehensive and accurate as possible.

The Medical Litigator page also provides shortcuts to Westlaw CourtExpress, which delivers medical
journal articles on request, and Westlaw Profiler databases, which help you to locate experts in any

state and in any field.

FIND&PRINT

Westlaw.

KEYCITE DIRECTORY KEY NUMBERS COURTDOCS FORMFINDER SITE MAP

Tl Click Westlaw

Medical Litigator
Shortcuts Search Medical Litigator
Attorney and Judge Litigation Terms and Connectors = Natural Language
History

Profiler Litigation History Reports:
From a single report - access the

full litigation history of an

attorney or judge.

Search:

Online Document Ordering:

Journal Articles fram /

Westlaw CourtExprass

¥ Use Expanded Term Searching

Last 10 Years =

Jurisdiction: All [change

Dates:

Profiler - Expert:

Search by name or arsa of expertise:

L=

All States 2

Search Individual Databases
asdvanced Search

What is Profiler? Quick Reference i)

Related Westlaw Tabs: Medical Abbreviations

Litigation

Current Procedure Terminology - CPT

International Classification of Diseases - ICDY

Drug/Device Guides & Summaries
Search Entire Collection. ..

Micromedex DRUGDEX Consults
Micromedex DRUGDEX Evaluations

Bersonal Injury g s dical
D stedman s Medical Dictionary
Medical Malpractice Stedman’s Medical Dictionar

Products Liabilit Physician's Desk Reference

Micromedex OrugPoints

Motor Yehicle/Premises ™

" . 1
Insurance Medical Illustrations (i)
Insurance Def Practitioner Attorneys Medical Atlas

Blausen Medical Ilustrations - Standard Collection

Medical Journals & Abstracts

Search Entire Collection. ..
MEDLIME
Mew England Journal of Medicine

CourtExpress to order a
journal article.

- Click change to restrict
your search to one or more
jurisdictions.

|- Click Search Entire
Collection to select one or
more databases to search.

Figure 1-1. Medical Litigator page

Getting Started
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2 Searching

You can search using the Natural Language or the Terms and Connectors search method at the
Medical Litigator page. The default search method is Natural Language; to choose the Terms and
Connector method, click its tab. There is no need to select a database; Medical Litigator automatically
searches the relevant content. If you prefer, you can search a single source by clicking its name in the
Search Individual Databases section.

By default, your search is restricted to the last 10 years. To select a different date restriction, choose it
from the Dates drop-down list.

You can also restrict your search to specific jurisdictions (all jurisdictions are searched by default). Click
change, then click clear all and select the check boxes for one or more jurisdictions.

Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching

The Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching feature automatically provides synonyms and related
terms that you can add to your search to make your search as accurate and complete as possible. Many
of these synonyms are medical terms with which you might not be familiar. For example, when you type
heart attack in the Search text box and click Search, Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching
automatically includes the alternative term cardiac infarction and provides other terms, such as
microinfarction of heart, that you can add to your search (Figure 2-2).

Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching is automatically selected at the Medical Litigator page. To
turn off this feature, clear the Use Expanded Term Searching check box. This feature is not available
when you search individual databases.

Search Medical Litigator About
Terms and Connectors | Matural Language
Search: heart attack] =l
¥ Use Expanded Term Searching

@ Your disease search term Cardiac infarction has a relationship with additional, more narrow but related medical terms.

Dates: Last 10 Years
To expand your search, please select any additional terms below to add to your search.

Jurisdiction: All [change

I~ Include all diseases

¥ First rmyocardial infarction

Figure 2-1. Medical Litigator page ¥ Inferior Myacardial Infarction

¥ Lateral Myocardial Infarction

W Microinfarction of heart

¥ Myacardial infarction with complication
™ Mon-Q wave myocardial infarction
I Posteriar Myocardial Infarction

™ Postoperative myacardial infarction
™ silent myocardial infarction

™ Subsequent myocardial infarction
™ True posterior myocardial infarction

Check all | Clear all

Cancel Search

Figure 2-2. Expanded search terms
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Natural Language Searching
The Natural Language search method allows you to use plain English to retrieve relevant documents.
Natural Language is the default search method at the Medical Litigator page.

To search using Natural Language, simply type a description of your issue in the Search text box
(Figure 2-3). For example, to search for information relating to a laminectomy for a herniated disk,
follow these steps:

1. In the Search text box, type herniated disk laminectomy.
2. Click Search.

Search Medical Litigator About
Terms and Connectors Natural Language
Search: herniated disk laminectamy =

¥ Use Expanded Term Searching

Dates: Last 3 Years d

Jurisdiction: All [change

Figure 2-3. Natural Language search

Terms and Connectors Searching

Terms and Connectors searching allows you to enter a query consisting of key terms from your issue
and connectors specifying the relationship between those terms. For example, to search for information
relating to hemorrhagic stroke, follow these steps:

1. Click the Terms and Connectors tab (Figure 2-4).
2. Inthe Search text box, type hemorrhagic /s stroke.
3. Click Search.

Search Medical Litigator About
Terms and Connectors MNatural Language
Search: hemorrhagic /s stroke| =
=

¥ Use Expanded Term Searching

Dates: Last 3 Years -

Jurisdiction: All [change

Figure 2-4. Terms and Connectors search

Searching

5



6

Searching

Selecting Specific Databases to Search

To search a single database, click the database name in the Search Individual Databases section of the
Medical Litigator page. To search multiple databases, click Search Entire Collection under a category
heading, then select one or more check boxes. For example, to select specific medical journals to
search, click Search Entire Collection under Medical Journals and Abstracts. Choose databases to

search by selecting their check boxes at the Search page that is displayed (Figure 2-6).

Search Individual Databases

Quick Reference (i)

Medical &bbrevistions

Current Procedure Terminology - CPT
International Classification of Disegses - ICD3
Stedman's Medical Dictionary

Physician's Desk Reference

Medical Illustrations @

Aftorneys Medical Atlas

Blausen Medical Illustrations - Standard Collection
Blausen Medical Illustrations - Premier Collection
Image Catalog

Medical Guides & Summaries i)

Search Entire Collection...

Micromedex DiseaseDex General Medical

Drug/Device Guides & Summaries 61]

Search Entire Collection...

Micromed,
Micromed,

ex DRUGDEX Consults
ex DRUGDEX Evaluations

Micromedex DrugPoints

Medical Journals & Abstracts i)

Search Entire Collection...

MEDLINE ;
Mew England Joyrnal of Medicine

FDA Req
Search E
MEDW AT
Adverse
Adverse

Figure 2-5. Medical Litigator page

|
Search
Medical Litigator = Medical Journals & Abstracts

Terms and Connectors MNatural Language

Search: = "Search Westlaw |

Thesaurus
IREcent Searches & Locates ;I
Fields: ISEIEDt an Option j

Select Database(s)

Medical Abstracts
% [T MEDLINE (MEDLINE-ALL) (i)

Science Citation Index

@ [ SeiSearch (SCISEARCH-EXP) (1)

Medical Journals

@ [ adolescent Medicine (ADOLESCMED) (1)
T adolescent Psychiatry [ADPSCYCH) Li)
[T Alternative Medicine Review (ALTMEDR) (1)
I &mnerican Journal of Clinical Oncology (AMICONCOLOGY) (1)
™ american Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, The (AMIGERPSY) (1)
Tl American Journal of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (&MIPMEDREHAB) Li:'
™ american Journal of Psychiatry (AMIPSYCTRY) (L)
™ american Journal of Public Health (AMIPUBHLTH) (L)

™ american Journal of Speech-Language Pathology [ANHSPEECHLP) (1)

Figure 2-6. Medical Journals and Abstracts Search page




3 Reviewing Your Search Result

Medical Litigator searches medical and legal sources using a single search and presents your result so
you easily can see the most relevant information right away.

Medical Litigator Search Results Page Overview
Medical Litigator divides your search results into the following categories:

* Learn About

* Medical Illustrations

* Medical Guides and Summaries

Medical Journals and Abstracts

* Drug/Device Guides and Summaries

Health Care Industry Information

* Health Care Professional and Expert Witness

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

Information

Regulatory Information

* (Cases and Administrative Decisions

* Briefs

* Jury Verdicts

* Legal Analysis

* Litigation Reporters

* Regulations

* Regulation Updates

* News

Not every search retrieves documents in all categories. Only the most relevant information is displayed
at the Medical Litigator Search Results page (Figure 3-1). To view all the documents in a particular

category, click view all in the category heading.

Edit Search |hermated disk laminectamy

Search Results (1125)
Learn About¥

Disk, Herniated

Spinal laminectomy

Medical Guides & Summaries (100)¥ view all

1. ECRI-HCSD 14509

ECRI Healthcare Standards Directory, Laminectomy and
microlaminectomy for trestment of lumbar disk herniation
[american Medical Association]

...ECRI Healthcare Standards Directory Database updated
March 2009Technology assessment reports Laminectomy and
microlaminectamy for treatment of lumbar disk herniation
[American Medical Association] Author: Diagnostic and
Therapeutic Technology Assessment Source: JaMA, 1990 Sep,
264(11):1469-72 Keywords: lumbar disk herniation,
laminectomy...

2. Gale Encyclopedia of Neurological Disorders,
GALE-NEURD 3435200190, Stacey L. Charmberlin (Editor), Brigham
Harins (Editar}, Laith Gulli, MD, Rabert Ramirez, DO, Database
updated Novernber 2006, Laminectomy

SEARCH

Medical Tllustrations (18)¥ view all

1. Atty Med Atlas Figure 17:3:6

attorneys Medical Atlas Database updated January 2007 Part 11,
Anstornical Parts Chapter 17, Back & Spine/Cervical 17:3:6,
Cervical; herniated discs; sagittal view; trauma

2. Atty Med Atlas Figure 19:3:6

Attorneys Medical Atlas Database updated January 2007 Part 11,
Anatomnical Parts Chapter 19, Back & Spine/Lumbosacral 19:3:6.
Lurnbosacral; herniated discs; sagittal visw; trauma

3. Atty Med Atlas Figure 33:27:39

Attorneys Medical Atlas Database updated January 2007 Part II.
Anatomical Parts Chapter 33, Lower Limb/Pelvis, Hip & Thigh
33:27:39, Pelvis,hip & thigh; disc herniation & sciatic nerve injury;
postsrior visw; trauma

Medical Journals & Abstracts (100)¥ view all

1. Horwitz,N H; Curtin,J A

Prophylactic antibiotics and wound infections following laminectomy
far lumber disc herniation. Medline Abstracts Mo, 11949358 [1
Neurosurg], [Dec] [1975], [43], [8], [727-31] (Medline)

..laminectomy for lumber disc herniation. Author(s):

Figure 3-1. Medical Litigator Search Results page

Reviewing Your Search Result
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Viewing Documents in Your Result

When you click a document title at the Medical Litigator Search Results page, the full text of the
document is displayed in the right frame (Figure 3-2).

USING NAVIGATION TOOLS

Navigation tools allow you to easily browse all the documents in a particular category after you click a
document title. To display a list of all documents in the category containing the document you are
viewing, click the Result List tab in the left frame. For example, if you are viewing a case, click the
Result List tab to display a list of all documents in the Cases and Administrative Decisions category.

Your search terms are highlighted in yellow; to display the parts of the document in which your search
terms appear, click the Term arrows at the bottom of the page. To view the next or previous document
in the category you are viewing (e.g., Cases and Administrative Decisions), click the Doc arrows at the
bottom of the page. To return to the Medical Litigator Search Results page, click Full Results List in the
left frame.

USING THE LINKS TAB

The Links tab is displayed in the left frame. The Links tab displays KeyCite information (when available)
as well as ResultsPlus links. ResultsPlus provides quick access to treatises and other secondary sources
that relate to the document you are viewing. To view the full text of a document in the ResultsPlus list,
click its link.

for

Result List Links
848 N.¥.5.2d 345

B A = v

100 Dacs
ull Results List c Gonzalez v. Fratello i)
Edit Search | Locate in Result 46 A.D.3d 749, 848 N.Y.5.2d 345

N.¥.A.D. 2 Dept.,2007,
December 18, 2007 (Approx. 1 page)

€ Citing References available KeyCifé;

Full History I

Direct History
Graphical Wiew

Citing References
Monitar With KeyCite Alert

46 A.D.3d 749, 848 N.¥.5.2d 345, 2007 M.¥. Slip Op. 10099

¥iew New York Official Reports version
Briefs and Other Related Documents
Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Second Department, Mew vark, -
= Full-Text Document Tommy GOMZALEZ, respondent,
® Case Outline

B
Tessie San FRATELLO, appellant.

Petitions, Briefs & Filings

Dec. 18, 2007,
ResultsPlus™ wiew All Results
Background: Action was brought to recover damages for personal injuries. The Supreme Court,

Am.Jur. Trials Massau County, Phelan, 1., denied defendant's motion for summary judgment dismissing complaint

1. Litigating the Mo-Fault Serious- on ground that plaintiff did not sustain a serious injury within meaning of no-fault law, Defendant
Injury Threshold

— appealed.
ALR
2, What Constitutes Sufficient! Holding: The Supreme Court, Appellate Division, held that summary judgment affidavit from
Serious Personal Injury, Disahility personal injury plaintiff's treating orthopedic surgeon raised a genuine issue of material fact as to
Impairment, or the Like to Justif: whether plaintiff sustained a serious injury within meaning of no-fault law, preciuding summary
Recovery of Damages Outside of Mo- judgment,
Fault Automohile Insurance Coverage Affirmad. &l
ALR El Term I3 Bl Dac

Figure 3-2. Case retrieved by Medical Litigator search

Reviewing Your Search Result



Learn About Links

Links under Learn About at the Medical Litigator Search Results page provide basic descriptions of
medical conditions, procedures, devices, and drugs. When you click a medical term under Learn About,
a summary document explaining the medical term will be displayed, when available, in the right frame
(Figure 3-4). The Links tab in the left frame displays a list of documents related to the medical term in
your search, organized by category.

* If the termis an illness, injury, disease, or procedure, the link will display information from the
following databases: Attorneys Medical Advisor (MEDADV), Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine
(GALE-MED), Gale Encyclopedia of Cancer (GALE-CANCR), Gale Encyclopedia of Neurological
Disorders (GALE-NEURO), Gale Encyclopedia of Surgery (GALE-SURG), or Stedman’s Medical

Dictionary (STEDMANS).

* If the term is a drug, the link will display information from the DrugPoints System (DRUGPOINT),
Physicians’ Desk Reference (PDR), Physicians’ Desk Reference: Nonprescription Drugs (PDR-NPD),
or DRUCDEX Evaluations (DRUGDEX-EV) database.

* If the term is a medical device, the link will display the Unified Medical Language System (UMLS)
device definition found in the Medical Device Definitions database (MED-DEVICE).

Edit Search Ihemialed disk laminectomy

Search Results (1125)

Learn About¥

Disk, Herniated
Spinal laminectomy

Medical Guides & Summaries (100)¥

SEARCH

Medical Illustrations (18) ¥ view all

1. Atty Med Atlas Figure 17:3:6

Attorneys Medical Atlas Database updated January 2007 Part 11,
Anatomical Parts Chapter 17. Back & Spine/Cervical 17:3:6.
Cervical; herniated discs; sagittal visw; trauma

view all 2. Atty Med Atlas Figure 19:3:6

Figure 3-3. Medical Litigator Search Results page

Full Results List
Edit Search

=Full-Text Document

Links for
GALE-MED 3451600787

References (52878)

Summary Documents (1) ¥

Medical Illustrations (2} ¥

Medical Guides & Summaries (98) ¥

Medical Journals & Abstracts {1032) d

(46)

Drug / Device Guides & Summaries ¥

Cases & Administrative Decisions
(16048)

Briefs (10141)

4|

| »

GALE-MED 3451600787
Hernisted Disk
Approx, 2 pages

Herniated Disk
Definition

Disk herniation is a rupture of fibrocartilagenous material {annulus fibrosis) that surrounds the
intervertebral disk. This rupture involves the release of the disk's center portion containing a
gelatinous substance called the nucleus pulposus. Pressure from the vertebrae above and below
may cause the nucleus pulposus to be forced outward, placing pressure on a spinal nerve and
causing considerable pain and damage to the nerve. This condition most frequently occurs in the
lurnbar region and is also commonly called herniated nucleus pulposus, prolapsed disk, ruptured
intervertebral disk, or slipped disk.

Description

The spinal column is made up of 26 vertebrae that are joined together and permit forward and
backward bending, side bending, and rotation of the spine. Five distinct regions comprise the
spinal column, including the cervical {neck) region, thoracic (chest) region, lumbar (low back)
reqgion, sacral and coccygeal (tail-bone) region. The cervical region consists of seven vertebrae,

Healthcare Industry Information (1) ‘ the thoracic region includes 12 vertebrae, and the lumbar region contains five vertebrae, The

sacrum is composed of five fused vertebrae, which are connected to four fused vertebrae forming
the coccyx. Intervertebral disks lie between each adjacent vertebra.

Each disk is composed of a gelatinous material in the center, called the nucleus pulposus,
surrounded by rings of a fiberous tissue (annulus fibrosus). In disk herniation, an intervertebral
< disk's central portion herniates or slips through the surrounding annulus fibrosus into the spinal

Figure 3-4. Document from Learn About section

B A = v

i}

=

[
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Links to Medical Information from Legal Sources

Medical Litigator links medical information sources to many kinds of legal sources on Westlaw,
seamlessly integrating your legal research with medical investigation. While you are viewing a case,
treatise, jury verdict, or brief on Westlaw, click a hypertext link for a medical term. The document that is
displayed provides information about a disease, drug, injury, medical device, or medical procedure
(Figure 3-6). The Links tab in the left frame displays links to additional resources relating to the medical
term you selected.

T 28 @Y v
Al EEEen e [+ SAIF Corp. v. Willcutt m
Locate in Result 160 onanp, 965, 981 p2d 1239
Find citation: E May 19, 1992 (Approx, 3 pages)
© Citing References availale KEyC]@ **1 289 Claimant's family physician, Dr. James, examined claimant on February 13, 1996, An x- &
Full Histary ray taken at that time revealed what James described as “an unusual appearance of the cervical
Direct History % spine with straightening except between C5-6 where he has a definite angulated area and
{Graphical View) narrowed disc space. Suspect he may have had a ruptured disc.” James arranged for claimant to |
Citing References undergo a cervical MRI, which was performed on February 16, 1996, The MRI revealed “disc space
Manitor With KevCite Alert narrowing at C4-5, C5-6 and C&-7, with associated degenerativq m@r and osseous
foraminal stenosis on the right at C4-5 and to a lesser degree at C5-6. other #5711 words, the
MRI disclosed that claimant suffered from a degenerative condition that, among other things, had
=Full-Text Document N .
0 Eepm oo caused bone spurs to form and narrow the l_:entra\ passage in the spine through which the spinal
Es— cord passed. The MRI did not reveal any evidence of a herniated disc, Jarjes referred claimant to
Dr. Grewe, who had treated claimant in the past for lower back pain.

Figure 3-5. Case on Westlaw

Links for =28 B yoner
STEDMANS 352100
STEDMANS 382100 i

Full Results List
Stedman's Medicsl Dictionary, 27th Edition

SPONDYLOSIS
(Apprax. 1 page)

=Full-Text Document = =
References (5260) SPONDYLOSIS . .
Stedmans Medical Dictionary spondylosis (27th ed. 2000}
Summary Documents (1) ¥ STEDMANS 382100
Stedman's Medical Dictionary, 27th Edition
Medical Guides & Summaries (51) ¥ s
Medical Journals & Abstracts (402) v
SPONDYLOSIS
Drug / Device Guides & Summaries ¥ .
14y (=pon-di-la’sis)
ankylosis of the vertebra; often applied nonspecifically to any lesion of the spine of a
degenerative nature,
Cases & Administrative Decisions [G. spondyios, vertebral
(2678)
cervical spondylosis |
(50515 (VD) spondylosis affecting the cervical vertebrae, intervertebral discs, and surrounding soft tissue,
Jury Yerdicts (799) hyperostotic spondylosis
_1 S¥yM: diffuse idiopathic skeletal hyperostosis. -

Legal Analysis (27)

Figure 3-6. Document from STEDMANS

10  Reviewing Your Search Result



4 Key Sources

Westlaw has an extensive and expanding library of medical sources, including
* Gale medical encyclopedia databases
* Thomson Micromedex disease treatment guidelines databases
* Thomson Micromedex drug databases
* specialty medical text databases
* more than 1,800 medical illustrations
* more than 80 full-text medical journals
* MEDLINE
* FDA drug and medical device databases
* medical board decisions from Arizona, New York, Vermont, Virginia, and Wisconsin

Several of these sources are described on the following pages.

Medical Information
Medical Litigator searches a collection of medical encyclopedias, reference guides, texts, and
authoritative sources.

Some of these sources are described on the following pages.

GALE MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIAS

Westlaw provides four medical encyclopedias from Thomson Gale. These encyclopedias help fill the
gap between single-volume medical guides and professional and technical literature. You can search
these databases using the Natural Language or Terms and Connectors search method.

* Gale Encyclopedia of Cancer, Second Edition, contained in the GALE-CANCR database, is a
comprehensive survey of 120 types of cancer, cancer drugs, and therapies.

* Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine, Second Edition, contained in the GALE-MED database, is an
authoritative, comprehensive five-volume encyclopedia of general medicine.

* Gale Encyclopedia of Neurological Disorders, contained in the GALE-NEURO database, provides in-
depth coverage of neurological disorders and diseases such as stroke, vertigo, and epilepsy.

* Gale Encyclopedia of Surgery, contained in the GALE-SURG database, provides summaries of more
than 450 surgical procedures and related topics, such as anesthesia.

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES, NINTH REVISION, CLINICAL MODIFICATION

The International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification database (ICD9-CM)
contains the full text of the International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification
(ICD-9-CM), published by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. It provides the official
codes used to classify diseases, procedures, symptoms, abnormal findings, and causes of injury or
disease. Every health condition is assigned to a unique category and given a code, up to six characters

Key Sources
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long. Each category includes a set of similar diseases. ICD-9-CM classification codes are required for
Medicare and Medicaid claims and are used by most American hospitals and health care facilities. In
order to read and understand medical records, you must understand the codes that are used. The use
of the correct codes by medical professionals can make a difference to your client’s medical treatment
or legal claim.

The Medical Litigator page provides quick access to the ICD-9-CM. Under Quick Reference in the right
frame, click International Classification of Diseases—ICD9 to access the ICD9-CM database. At the
database Search page, you can search using the Natural Language or Terms and Connectors search
method or browse the table of contents by clicking Table of Contents.

Search

Selected Databases

International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification (ICD9-CM)

Terms and Connectors Matural Language

Medical Litigator provides sophistica
Experience the power of M

d

Taurus-assisted searching of a complate medical library.
Tkigator.

Search: [751 1

Il Search Westlaw

Thesautus
Torm Eranian

R
Dates: [u]
Fields: E

Add Connect

Results: & Documents  Add Search to WestClio

Edit Search: [721.1 Database: [[cd5-cm SEARCH | Lacate in Result

v

SO 10 PRINT AL, e,

1. 1 I1CD-9 CM Table of Diseases § 336

International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Madification, Gth Edition Database updated Movember 2007 Table of
Diseases Chapter 6. Diseases of the Nervous System and Sense Organs (320-389) Il Hereditary and Degenerative Diseases of the
Certtral Nervous System (330-337) § 336, Other diseases of spinal card

...as: myelopathy in neoplastic disease (140.0-239.9) Excludes: myelopathy in: intervertebral disc
disorder (722 .70-722.73) spondylosis (#21.1, 721.41-721.42, 721.91) 336.8. Other myelopathy
Myelopathy: drug-induced radiation-induced Use additional E code to...

To find a disorder or procedure

| associated with a specific code,
type the code number in the
Search text box.

2. 11CD-9 CM Table of Diseases § 721

International Classification of Diseases \Minth Revision, Clinica;

Spondylosis and sllied disorders

4 Previous Section ICD9-CM TBDIS § 721 Nest Section b
§ 721, Spendylesis and sllied disorders
Diseases Chapter 13. Diseases of the Mysculoskelstal Syster Apprax. 1 page

=48 =h

...724) Summary § 721, Spondylokis and allied
Cervical ar cervicodorsal: arthritis wstecarthritis
myelopathy Anterior spinal artery chmpression
cord Vertebral artery compression syndrome 72 1 ICD-9 CM Table of Diseases § 721

Figure 4-1. Result list

Summary.
§ 721. Spondylosis and allied disorders

721.0. Cervical spondylosis without myelopath
Cervical or cervicodorsal:
arthritis
osteoarthritis
« spondylarthritis

721.1. Cervical spondylosis with myelopath
Anterior spinal artery compression syndrome

International Classification of Diseases, Minth Rewision, Clinical Modification, &th Edition
Database updated November 2007

Table of Diseases

Chapter 13. Diseases of the Musculoskeletal System and Connective Tissue (710-739)
. Dorsopathies (720-724)

Spondylogenic compression of cervical spinal cord

Figure 4-2. Document from ICD9-CM



PHYSICIANS' DESK REFERENCE

The Physicians’ Desk Reference database (PDR) contains the current edition of the Physicians’ Desk
Reference, a compilation of manufacturer’s prescribing information on prescription drugs. It is designed
to provide physicians with full information relevant to writing prescriptions, but it is also widely used by
other professionals as well as consumers.

The PDR database provides complete prescribing information, including a description of the drug;
information on clinical pharmacology, indications, and usage; contraindications, precautions, adverse
reactions, drug abuse and dependence; overdosage, dosage and administration, and how a drug is
supplied; and all other information required by the FDA.

To access the PDR database, click Physician’s Desk Reference under Quick Reference in the right frame
of the Medical Litigator page. Search the database using either the Natural Language or the Terms and
Connectors search method.

The PDR is updated annually. Historical versions are available beginning with 2003 in the PDRYYYY
databases, where YYYY is a four-digit year.

You can access information for nonprescription drugs in the Physicians’ Desk Reference:
Nonprescription Drugs database (PDR-NPD). Historical versions are available beginning with 2006 in
the PDR-NPDYYYY databases, where YYYY is a four-digit year.

Result List 7’& é = &a SomER
1 Doc
Eull Screen List 2009 PDR 3270-0345 T

(cefuraxime axetil powder for oral suspension)

Edit Search | Locate in Result Approx. 22 pages

Fesull Options ~

DESCRIPTION =]

CEFTIN Tahlets and CEFTIN for Oral Suspension contain cefuroxime as cefuroxime axetil. CEFTIN -

1. 2009 PDR 3270-0345

Thomson Healthcare, Physicians’ Desk
Reference®, Prescrigtion Drugs, Database
updated February 2009, CEFTING Tablets Fx
(cefuraxime axetil tablets) CEFTING for Oral
Suspension Rx (cefuroxime axetl powder for
aral suspension)

... Thomson Healthcare Physicians'
Desk Reference® Prescription Drugs
Database updated February 2009
CEFTIN ® Tablets Rx cefuroxime
axetil tablets) CEFTIN ® for Oral
Suspension Rx cefuroxime axetil
powder for oral suspension)
DESCRIPTIOM CLIMICAL
PHARMACOLOGY INDICATIONS AND
USAGE COMTRAINDICATIONS
WARNINGS PRECAUTIONS
ADVERSE...

L AOMINISTRATION HOW SUPPLIED
CLINICAL STUDIES REFERENCES
GlazosSmithiline To reduce the
development of drug-resistant
bacteria and maintain the

is a semisynthetic, broad-spectrum cephalosporin antibiotic for oral administration.

Chemically, cefurozime axzetil, the 1-{acetylory) ethyl ester of cefuroxime, is (RS)-1-hydrozyethyl
(6R, 7R)-7-[2(2-furyglyoxyl-amido] -3-(hydroxymethyl)-8-ox0-5-thia- 1-azabicyclo[4.2.0]-oct-2-
ene-2-carbosylate, 72-(Z)-(0-methyl-oxime), 1-acetate 3-carbamate. Its molecular formula is
C20H22N4010S, and it has a molecular weight of 510,48,

Cefurogime axetil is in the amorphous form,

CEFTIN Tahlets are film-coated and contain the equivalent of 250 or 500 mg of cefuroxime as
cefuroxime axetil. CEFTIN Tablets contain the inactive ingredients colloidal silicon dioxide,
croscarmellose sodium, hydrogenated vegetable ail, hypromellose, methylparaben, microcrystalline
cellulose, propylene glycol, propylparaben, sodium benzoate, sodium laury! sulfate, and titanium
dioxide.

CEFTIN for Oral Suspension, when reconstituted with water, provides the equivalent of 125 mg or
250 mg of cefurozime (as cefuroxzime axetil) per 5 mL of suspension. GEFTIN for Oral Suspension
contains the inactive ingredients acesulfame potassium, aspartame, povidone K30, stearic acid,
sucrose, tutti-frutti flavoring, and xanthan gum.

CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY >
v

4

Figure 4-3. Document from PDR

STEDMAN'’S MEDICAL DICTIONARY

The Stedman'’s Medical Dictionary database (STEDMANS) contains the full text of Stedman’s Medlical
Dictionary, 27th Edition, a dictionary that defines medical terms, drug names, procedures, and
protocols. It includes more than 102,000 medical terms, with a definition, pronunciation guide, and
word etymology for each term. It is used widely by medical professionals. To access STEDMANS at the
Medical Litigator page, click Stedman’s Medical Dictionary under Quick Reference in the right frame.
Search the database using either the Natural Language or the Terms and Connectors search method.
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SPONDYLOSIS
Stedmans Medical Dictionary spondylosis (27th ed. 2000)
STEDMANS 382100

SPONDYLOSIS

(spon-di-la’sis)

Ankylosis of the vertebra; often applied nonspecifically to any lesion of the spine of a
degenerative nature,

[G. spondyios, vertebra]
cervical spondylosis

spondylosis affecting the cervical vertebrae, intervertebral discs, and surrounding soft tissue.

hyperostotic spondylosis

S¥N: diffuse idiopathic skeletal hyperostosis.

B B o ,DJ

STEDMANS 382100
Stedrman's Medical Dictionary, 27th Edition
SPONDYLOSIS
(Apprax. 1 page)

Stedman's Medical Dictionary, 27th Edition
=1

Figure 4-4. Document from STEDMANS

THOMSON MICROMEDEX SOURCES

Micromedex databases are widely used by medical professionals and are considered some of the most
authoritative resources available for drug and disease information. Micromedex provides clinical
knowledge support for managed care organizations, health care systems, and professional clinical
schools. You can search these databases using either the Terms and Connectors or the Natural
Language search method.

The DISEASEDEX Emergency Medicine database (DISDEX-EM) provides information about
patient diagnosis and treatment in urgent and acute care settings.

The DISEASEDEX General Medicine database (DISDEX-GM) provides information regarding the
most current treatment of choice and best practices for treating diseases, along with synthesized
medical evidence.

The DRUGDEX Consults database (DRUGDEX-CON) presents answers to specific drug
information questions, such as use of certain drugs during pregnancy or contraindications for the
use of certain drugs. Information is provided for investigational, international, FDA-approved, and
nonprescription drugs.

The DRUGDEX Evaluations database (DRUGDEX-EV) provides evidence-based evaluations of
FDA-approved and investigational prescription and nonprescription drugs, as well as non-U.S.
preparations.

The DrugPoints System database (DRUGPOINT) provides summary drug facts, including
information on dosage, drug interactions, adverse effects, pregnancy warnings, indications,
cautions, therapeutic classes, and brand information.

The Red Book: Pharmacy’s Fundamental Reference database (REDBOOK-PFR) provides clinical
information for more than 100,000 prescription and nonprescription drugs, as well as nondrug
items.



MEDICAL TEXTS

Westlaw offers many medical texts from Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, including the ones listed below.
You can search databases containing these texts using either the Natural Language or the Terms and

Connectors search method.

Baum's Textbook of Pulmonary Disease,
Seventh Edition (LWW-PULMD)

Merritt's Neurology, 11th Edition (LWW-NEURO)

Cancer: Principles and Practice of Oncology,
Seventh Edition (LWW-CANCER)

Oski's Pediatrics: Principles and Practice, Fourth
Edition (LWW-PED)

Clinical Anesthesia, Fifth Edition
(LWW-ANESTH)

Patterson’s Allergic Diseases, Sixth Edition
(LWW-ALLERG)

Clinical Environmental Health and Toxic
Exposures, Second Edition (LWW-ENVIR)

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation: Principles
and Practice, Fourth Edition (LWW-REHAB)

Danforth’s Obstetrics and Gynecology, Ninth
Edition (LWW-OBGYN)

Primary Care Medicine: Office Evaluation and
Management of the Adult Patient, Fifth Edition
(LWW-PRIMC)

Fundamentals of Diagnostic Radiology, Third
Edition (LWW-RADIOL)

Textbook of Cardiovascular Medicine, Second
Edition (LWW-CARDIO)

Harwood-Nuss' Clinical Practice of Emergency
Medicine, Fourth Edition (LWW-EMERQ)

Textbook of Disorders and Injuries of the
Musculoskeletal System, Third Edition
(LWW-MUSCUL)

Kaplan and Sadock’s Comprehensive Textbook
of Psychiatry, Eighth Edition (LWW-PSY)

Washington Manual of Surgery, Fourth Edition
(LWW-WASURG)

Kelley's Textbook of Internal Medicine, Fourth
Edition (LWW-INTMED)

LWW-WASURG CH 18
Chapter 16, Biliary Surgary
(Approx. 27 pages)

Yolanda ¥. L. ¥Yang
Steven M. Strasberg

Qriginally published in April 2005

I. cholelithiasis and its complications

A. Incidence of cholelithiasis increases with age. At age 60, approximately 25% of women
and 12% of men have gallstones. In some countries (e.g., Sweden, Chile) and among certain
ethnic groups (e.9., Pima Indians), the incidence of gallstones may approach 50%.

B. Pathogenesis and natural history. People with gallstones can be divided into three
groups: those who are asymptomatic, those with symptoms, and those who develop
complications. This is generally a stepwise progression. The majority of people with gallstones
never become symptomatic, Of the asymptomatic patients with gallstones, only 1% to 2% per
year will manifest symptoms of biliary calic, It is unusual (<0.5% per year) for an asymptomatic
patient to develop complicated gallstone disease without first suffering symptoms. Complications
develop in ~3% of patients with symptomatic biliary colic per year. These complications include
acute cholecystitis, choledochalithiasis, cholangitis, pancreatitis, and gallstone ileus.
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Figure 4-5. Document from LWW-WASURG
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Medical Illustrations

Westlaw provides several sources of medical illustrations from industry leaders. Illustrations are
available in three formats:

* as watermarked illustrations for viewing only.
* asillustrations that can be downloaded and then printed without a watermark.

* as an interactive electronic product that can be displayed and customized using Smart Labels
software. See the Attorneys Medical Advantage Library research guide for more information about
viewing, downloading, and editing images using Smart Labels.

ATTORNEYS MEDICAL ATLAS

The Attorneys Medical Atlas database (AMA-ATLAS) contains more than 600 full-color anatomical
images to accompany the information in the Attorneys Medical Advisor database (MEDADV). You can
use AMA-ATLAS to view images of normal anatomy, diseases, traumatic injuries, and treatments. To
access AMA-ATLAS at the Medical Litigator page, click Attorneys Medical Atlas under Medical
lllustrations in the right frame. Search the database using either the Natural Language or the Terms
and Connectors search method or browse the table of contents, which is organized by anatomical parts
and systems.

BLAUSEN MEDICAL ILLUSTRATIONS

The Blausen Medical Illustrations—Premier Collection database (BLAUSEN-PR) contains medical
illustrations of interest to the medical malpractice attorney, including spinal surgeries, birth injuries,
and many other highly specialized topics. The Blausen Medical Illustrations—Standard Collection
database (BLAUSEN-ST) contains medical illustrations of interest to the personal injury attorney,
including illustrations of whiplash, fractures, and spinal problems. To access either database at the
Medical Litigator page, click its link under Medical lllustrations in the right frame. Search these
databases using either the Terms and Connectors or the Natural Language search method or browse
their tables of contents.

Figure 4-6. Document from AMA-ATLAS






