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Introduction

When your client presents a medical malpractice, personal injury, or drug or medical device products 
liability case, you need to understand the medical issues involved as well as the underlying law. In the 
past, this meant difficult and time-consuming research through hundreds of different sources—a task 
made even more frustrating by unfamiliar medical terms and sources.

Medical Litigator is a unique tool for attorneys who need to

• learn the essentials of a case quickly

• understand medical issues, such as causation, severity of injury, and standard of care

• discuss medical information with experts

• explain medical events to laypeople

• locate health care professionals and expert witnesses

• research current litigation, awards, and settlements

Medical Litigator does more than consolidate relevant information on one page. Using Medical 
Litigator, you can search thousands of medical guides and summaries, medical journals and abstracts, 
medical images, legal texts and periodicals, case law, and jury verdicts with a single search. Medical 
Litigator also enhances your search with medical synonyms and links case law and analytical content to 
medical information.

Your search result is presented on a single easy-to-read page with documents retrieved by your search 
grouped in relevant categories. For example, your result may include a section for medical definitions, a 
collection of medical journal articles, relevant case law, and jury verdicts relating to your search. In 
short, Medical Litigator can help you assess claims, educate yourself and your client, find authoritative 
sources, and save time and money while you work on any case that requires medical information.
Introduction      1
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1 Getting Started

Beginning Your Research Session
1. Go to www.westlaw.com. The Westlaw sign-on page is displayed. (Click Secure Connection at the 

bottom of the page if you want to access a secure Web site that encrypts your research session.)

2. Type your Westlaw password and a client identifier in the text boxes. 

• Select the Save this Password check box if you want your Westlaw password automatically 
entered each time you sign on to Westlaw. 

• Select the Return to last Research Trail check box to use the research trail from your previous 
Westlaw session. The trail is displayed after you sign on.

3. Click Sign On. 

Ending Your Research Session
You should sign off from Westlaw before exiting your browser. Click Sign Off at the top of any page. A 
message is displayed indicating the time you spent searching on Westlaw or the number of transactions 
you performed.

Click Sign back on to sign on to Westlaw again.

Adding the Tabbed Medical Litigator Page
To add the Medical Litigator page, follow these steps:

1. Click Add a Tab at the top of any page. At the next page, click Add Westlaw Tabs to display a list of 
available tabbed pages. 

2. Select the check box next to Medical Litigator under Topical and then click Add to My Tab Set.

3. A list of the tabbed pages you’ve selected is displayed under In Tab Display. To select the Medical 
Litigator page as your default page (the page that is displayed when you sign on to Westlaw), click 
Set as Default next to the page.

4. To display the Medical Litigator page, click its tab. 
ing Started



Medical Litigator Page Overview
The Medical Litigator page (Figure 1-1) allows you to search both medical and legal sources with a 
single search. You can use the Terms and Connectors or the Natural Language search method.

The Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching feature automatically provides synonyms for medical 
terms to make your search as comprehensive and accurate as possible.

The Medical Litigator page also provides shortcuts to Westlaw CourtExpress, which delivers medical 
journal articles on request, and Westlaw Profiler databases, which help you to locate experts in any 
state and in any field.

Figure 1-1. Medical Litigator page

Click Westlaw 
CourtExpress to order a 
journal article.

Click change to restrict 
your search to one or more 
jurisdictions.

Click Search Entire 
Collection to select one or 
more databases to search.
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2 Searching

You can search using the Natural Language or the Terms and Connectors search method at the 
Medical Litigator page. The default search method is Natural Language; to choose the Terms and 
Connector method, click its tab. There is no need to select a database; Medical Litigator automatically 
searches the relevant content. If you prefer, you can search a single source by clicking its name in the 
Search Individual Databases section.

By default, your search is restricted to the last 10 years. To select a different date restriction, choose it 
from the Dates drop-down list.

You can also restrict your search to specific jurisdictions (all jurisdictions are searched by default). Click 
change, then click clear all and select the check boxes for one or more jurisdictions.

Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching
The Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching feature automatically provides synonyms and related 
terms that you can add to your search to make your search as accurate and complete as possible. Many 
of these synonyms are medical terms with which you might not be familiar. For example, when you type 
heart attack in the Search text box and click Search, Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching 
automatically includes the alternative term cardiac infarction and provides other terms, such as 
microinfarction of heart, that you can add to your search (Figure 2-2).

Medical Litigator Expanded Term Searching is automatically selected at the Medical Litigator page. To 
turn off this feature, clear the Use Expanded Term Searching check box. This feature is not available 
when you search individual databases.

Figure 2-2. Expanded search terms

Figure 2-1. Medical Litigator page
rching



Natural Language Searching
The Natural Language search method allows you to use plain English to retrieve relevant documents. 
Natural Language is the default search method at the Medical Litigator page.

To search using Natural Language, simply type a description of your issue in the Search text box
 (Figure 2-3). For example, to search for information relating to a laminectomy for a herniated disk, 
follow these steps:

1. In the Search text box, type herniated disk laminectomy.

2. Click Search.

Figure 2-3. Natural Language search

Terms and Connectors Searching
Terms and Connectors searching allows you to enter a query consisting of key terms from your issue 
and connectors specifying the relationship between those terms. For example, to search for information 
relating to hemorrhagic stroke, follow these steps:

1. Click the Terms and Connectors tab (Figure 2-4).

2.  In the Search text box, type hemorrhagic /s stroke.

3. Click Search.

Figure 2-4. Terms and Connectors search
Searching      5
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Selecting Specific Databases to Search
To search a single database, click the database name in the Search Individual Databases section of the 
Medical Litigator page. To search multiple databases, click Search Entire Collection under a category 
heading, then select one or more check boxes. For example, to select specific medical journals to 
search, click Search Entire Collection under Medical Journals and Abstracts. Choose databases to 
search by selecting their check boxes at the Search page that is displayed (Figure 2-6).

Figure 2-6. Medical Journals and Abstracts Search page

Figure 2-5. Medical Litigator page
rching



3 Reviewing Your Search Result

Medical Litigator searches medical and legal sources using a single search and presents your result so 
you easily can see the most relevant information right away.

Medical Litigator Search Results Page Overview
Medical Litigator divides your search results into the following categories:

Not every search retrieves documents in all categories. Only the most relevant information is displayed 
at the Medical Litigator Search Results page (Figure 3-1). To view all the documents in a particular 
category, click view all in the category heading.

Figure 3-1. Medical Litigator Search Results page

• Learn About • Medical Illustrations

• Medical Guides and Summaries • Medical Journals and Abstracts

• Drug/Device Guides and Summaries • Health Care Industry Information

• Health Care Professional and Expert Witness 
Information

• Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
Regulatory Information

• Cases and Administrative Decisions • Briefs

• Jury Verdicts • Legal Analysis

• Litigation Reporters • Regulations

• Regulation Updates • News
Reviewing Your Search Result      7
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Viewing Documents in Your Result
When you click a document title at the Medical Litigator Search Results page, the full text of the 
document is displayed in the right frame (Figure 3-2).

USING NAVIGATION TOOLS

Navigation tools allow you to easily browse all the documents in a particular category after you click a 
document title. To display a list of all documents in the category containing the document you are 
viewing, click the Result List tab in the left frame. For example, if you are viewing a case, click the 
Result List tab to display a list of all documents in the Cases and Administrative Decisions category.

Your search terms are highlighted in yellow; to display the parts of the document in which your search 
terms appear, click the Term arrows at the bottom of the page. To view the next or previous document 
in the category you are viewing (e.g., Cases and Administrative Decisions), click the Doc arrows at the 
bottom of the page. To return to the Medical Litigator Search Results page, click Full Results List in the 
left frame.

USING THE LINKS TAB

The Links tab is displayed in the left frame. The Links tab displays KeyCite information (when available) 
as well as ResultsPlus links. ResultsPlus provides quick access to treatises and other secondary sources 
that relate to the document you are viewing. To view the full text of a document in the ResultsPlus list, 
click its link.

Figure 3-2. Case retrieved by Medical Litigator search
iewing Your Search Result



Learn About Links
Links under Learn About at the Medical Litigator Search Results page provide basic descriptions of 
medical conditions, procedures, devices, and drugs. When you click a medical term under Learn About, 
a summary document explaining the medical term will be displayed, when available, in the right frame 
(Figure 3-4). The Links tab in the left frame displays a list of documents related to the medical term in 
your search, organized by category.

• If the term is an illness, injury, disease, or procedure, the link will display information from the 
following databases: Attorneys Medical Advisor (MEDADV), Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine 
(GALE-MED), Gale Encyclopedia of Cancer (GALE-CANCR), Gale Encyclopedia of Neurological 
Disorders (GALE-NEURO), Gale Encyclopedia of Surgery (GALE-SURG), or Stedman’s Medical 
Dictionary (STEDMANS).

• If the term is a drug, the link will display information from the DrugPoints System (DRUGPOINT), 
Physicians’ Desk Reference (PDR), Physicians’ Desk Reference: Nonprescription Drugs (PDR-NPD), 
or DRUGDEX Evaluations (DRUGDEX-EV) database.

• If the term is a medical device, the link will display the Unified Medical Language System (UMLS) 
device definition found in the Medical Device Definitions database (MED-DEVICE).

Figure 3-4. Document from Learn About section

Figure 3-3. Medical Litigator Search Results page
Reviewing Your Search Result      9
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Links to Medical Information from Legal Sources
Medical Litigator links medical information sources to many kinds of legal sources on Westlaw, 
seamlessly integrating your legal research with medical investigation. While you are viewing a case, 
treatise, jury verdict, or brief on Westlaw, click a hypertext link for a medical term. The document that is 
displayed provides information about a disease, drug, injury, medical device, or medical procedure 
(Figure 3-6). The Links tab in the left frame displays links to additional resources relating to the medical 
term you selected.

Figure 3-6. Document from STEDMANS

Figure 3-5. Case on Westlaw
iewing Your Search Result



4 Key Sources

Westlaw has an extensive and expanding library of medical sources, including

• Gale medical encyclopedia databases

• Thomson Micromedex disease treatment guidelines databases

• Thomson Micromedex drug databases

• specialty medical text databases

• more than 1,800 medical illustrations

• more than 80 full-text medical journals

• MEDLINE

• FDA drug and medical device databases

• medical board decisions from Arizona, New York, Vermont, Virginia, and Wisconsin

Several of these sources are described on the following pages.

Medical Information
Medical Litigator searches a collection of medical encyclopedias, reference guides, texts, and 
authoritative sources.

Some of these sources are described on the following pages.

GALE MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIAS

Westlaw provides four medical encyclopedias from Thomson Gale. These encyclopedias help fill the 
gap between single-volume medical guides and professional and technical literature. You can search 
these databases using the Natural Language or Terms and Connectors search method.

• Gale Encyclopedia of Cancer, Second Edition, contained in the GALE-CANCR database, is a 
comprehensive survey of 120 types of cancer, cancer drugs, and therapies.

• Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine, Second Edition, contained in the GALE-MED database, is an 
authoritative, comprehensive five-volume encyclopedia of general medicine.

• Gale Encyclopedia of Neurological Disorders, contained in the GALE-NEURO database, provides in-
depth coverage of neurological disorders and diseases such as stroke, vertigo, and epilepsy.

• Gale Encyclopedia of Surgery, contained in the GALE-SURG database, provides summaries of more 
than 450 surgical procedures and related topics, such as anesthesia.

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES, NINTH REVISION, CLINICAL MODIFICATION

The International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification database (ICD9-CM) 
contains the full text of the International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification 
(ICD-9-CM), published by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. It provides the official 
codes used to classify diseases, procedures, symptoms, abnormal findings, and causes of injury or 
disease. Every health condition is assigned to a unique category and given a code, up to six characters 
Key Sources      11
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long. Each category includes a set of similar diseases. ICD-9-CM classification codes are required for 
Medicare and Medicaid claims and are used by most American hospitals and health care facilities. In 
order to read and understand medical records, you must understand the codes that are used. The use 
of the correct codes by medical professionals can make a difference to your client’s medical treatment 
or legal claim.

The Medical Litigator page provides quick access to the ICD-9-CM. Under Quick Reference in the right 
frame, click International Classification of Diseases—ICD9 to access the ICD9-CM database. At the 
database Search page, you can search using the Natural Language or Terms and Connectors search 
method or browse the table of contents by clicking Table of Contents.

Figure 4-2. Document from ICD9-CM

Figure 4-1. Result list

To find a disorder or procedure 
associated with a specific code, 
type the code number in the 
Search text box.
 Sources



PHYSICIANS’ DESK REFERENCE

The Physicians’ Desk Reference database (PDR) contains the current edition of the Physicians’ Desk 
Reference, a compilation of manufacturer’s prescribing information on prescription drugs. It is designed 
to provide physicians with full information relevant to writing prescriptions, but it is also widely used by 
other professionals as well as consumers.

The PDR database provides complete prescribing information, including a description of the drug; 
information on clinical pharmacology, indications, and usage; contraindications, precautions, adverse 
reactions, drug abuse and dependence; overdosage, dosage and administration, and how a drug is 
supplied; and all other information required by the FDA.

To access the PDR database, click Physician’s Desk Reference under Quick Reference in the right frame 
of the Medical Litigator page. Search the database using either the Natural Language or the Terms and 
Connectors search method.

The PDR is updated annually. Historical versions are available beginning with 2003 in the PDRYYYY 
databases, where YYYY is a four-digit year.

You can access information for nonprescription drugs in the Physicians’ Desk Reference: 
Nonprescription Drugs database (PDR-NPD). Historical versions are available beginning with 2006 in 
the PDR-NPDYYYY databases, where YYYY is a four-digit year.

Figure 4-3. Document from PDR

STEDMAN’S MEDICAL DICTIONARY

The Stedman’s Medical Dictionary database (STEDMANS) contains the full text of Stedman’s Medical 
Dictionary, 27th Edition, a dictionary that defines medical terms, drug names, procedures, and 
protocols. It includes more than 102,000 medical terms, with a definition, pronunciation guide, and 
word etymology for each term. It is used widely by medical professionals. To access STEDMANS at the 
Medical Litigator page, click Stedman’s Medical Dictionary under Quick Reference in the right frame. 
Search the database using either the Natural Language or the Terms and Connectors search method.
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Figure 4-4. Document from STEDMANS

THOMSON MICROMEDEX SOURCES

Micromedex databases are widely used by medical professionals and are considered some of the most 
authoritative resources available for drug and disease information. Micromedex provides clinical 
knowledge support for managed care organizations, health care systems, and professional clinical 
schools. You can search these databases using either the Terms and Connectors or the Natural 
Language search method.

• The DISEASEDEX Emergency Medicine database (DISDEX-EM) provides information about 
patient diagnosis and treatment in urgent and acute care settings.

• The DISEASEDEX General Medicine database (DISDEX-GM) provides information regarding the 
most current treatment of choice and best practices for treating diseases, along with synthesized 
medical evidence.

• The DRUGDEX Consults database (DRUGDEX-CON) presents answers to specific drug 
information questions, such as use of certain drugs during pregnancy or contraindications for the 
use of certain drugs. Information is provided for investigational, international, FDA-approved, and 
nonprescription drugs.

• The DRUGDEX Evaluations database (DRUGDEX-EV) provides evidence-based evaluations of 
FDA-approved and investigational prescription and nonprescription drugs, as well as non-U.S. 
preparations.

• The DrugPoints System database (DRUGPOINT) provides summary drug facts, including 
information on dosage, drug interactions, adverse effects, pregnancy warnings, indications, 
cautions, therapeutic classes, and brand information.

• The Red Book: Pharmacy’s Fundamental Reference database (REDBOOK-PFR) provides clinical 
information for more than 100,000 prescription and nonprescription drugs, as well as nondrug 
items.
 Sources



MEDICAL TEXTS

Westlaw offers many medical texts from Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, including the ones listed below. 
You can search databases containing these texts using either the Natural Language or the Terms and 
Connectors search method.

Figure 4-5. Document from LWW-WASURG

Baum’s Textbook of Pulmonary Disease, 
Seventh Edition (LWW-PULMD)

Merritt’s Neurology, 11th Edition (LWW-NEURO)

Cancer: Principles and Practice of Oncology, 
Seventh Edition (LWW-CANCER)

Oski’s Pediatrics: Principles and Practice, Fourth 
Edition (LWW-PED)

Clinical Anesthesia, Fifth Edition 
(LWW-ANESTH)

Patterson’s Allergic Diseases, Sixth Edition 
(LWW-ALLERG)

Clinical Environmental Health and Toxic 
Exposures, Second Edition (LWW-ENVIR)

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation: Principles 
and Practice, Fourth Edition (LWW-REHAB)

Danforth’s Obstetrics and Gynecology, Ninth 
Edition (LWW-OBGYN)

Primary Care Medicine: Office Evaluation and 
Management of the Adult Patient, Fifth Edition 
(LWW-PRIMC)

Fundamentals of Diagnostic Radiology, Third 
Edition (LWW-RADIOL)

Textbook of Cardiovascular Medicine, Second 
Edition (LWW-CARDIO)

Harwood-Nuss’ Clinical Practice of Emergency 
Medicine, Fourth Edition (LWW-EMERG)

Textbook of Disorders and Injuries of the 
Musculoskeletal System, Third Edition 
(LWW-MUSCUL)

Kaplan and Sadock’s Comprehensive Textbook 
of Psychiatry, Eighth Edition (LWW-PSY)

Washington Manual of Surgery, Fourth Edition 
(LWW-WASURG)

Kelley’s Textbook of Internal Medicine, Fourth 
Edition (LWW-INTMED)
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Medical Illustrations
Westlaw provides several sources of medical illustrations from industry leaders. Illustrations are 
available in three formats:

• as watermarked illustrations for viewing only.

• as illustrations that can be downloaded and then printed without a watermark.

• as an interactive electronic product that can be displayed and customized using Smart Labels 
software. See the Attorneys Medical Advantage Library research guide for more information about 
viewing, downloading, and editing images using Smart Labels.

ATTORNEYS MEDICAL ATLAS

The Attorneys Medical Atlas database (AMA-ATLAS) contains more than 600 full-color anatomical 
images to accompany the information in the Attorneys Medical Advisor database (MEDADV). You can 
use AMA-ATLAS to view images of normal anatomy, diseases, traumatic injuries, and treatments. To 
access AMA-ATLAS at the Medical Litigator page, click Attorneys Medical Atlas under Medical 
Illustrations in the right frame. Search the database using either the Natural Language or the Terms 
and Connectors search method or browse the table of contents, which is organized by anatomical parts 
and systems.

BLAUSEN MEDICAL ILLUSTRATIONS

The Blausen Medical Illustrations–Premier Collection database (BLAUSEN-PR) contains medical 
illustrations of interest to the medical malpractice attorney, including spinal surgeries, birth injuries, 
and many other highly specialized topics. The Blausen Medical Illustrations–Standard Collection 
database (BLAUSEN-ST) contains medical illustrations of interest to the personal injury attorney, 
including illustrations of whiplash, fractures, and spinal problems. To access either database at the 
Medical Litigator page, click its link under Medical Illustrations in the right frame. Search these 
databases using either the Terms and Connectors or the Natural Language search method or browse 
their tables of contents.

Figure 4-6. Document from AMA-ATLAS
 Sources




