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Graphical Statutes facilitates statute research by charting legislative changes and linking related

documents in an easy-to-read display. From a single page, you can easily track changes in the law,

locate relevant legislative history materials, read important case law, and check for possible

amendments. 

Graphical Statutes provides links to

•  prior versions of the statute.

•  enacting and amending session laws.

•  relevant legislative history materials, such as the text of proposed bills, transcripts of committee

hearings, committee reports, and Congressional Record documents.

•  enacted bills and resolutions that have not been codified.

•  text of the statute that is not yet in effect.

•  presidential signing statements.

•  cases that negatively affect the statute.

Note For quick access to West editors annotations of cases that construe or apply the statute, click

Notes of Decisions on the Links tab in the left frame. For access to all other cases on Westlaw

citing your statute, click Additional Citing Cases on the Links tab.

The Graphical Statutes service is available for the United States Code Annotated® (USCA®) and selected

state jurisdictions (e.g., California, Florida, Illinois, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania,

and Texas). Coverage dates vary.

To display a statute in graphical view, click Graphical Statutes on the Links tab in split-page view, or at

the top of the document in full-page view. The timeline at the top of the graphical view shows the

effective dates for each version of the statute.
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Figure 1. Graphical Statutes link for 8 U.S.C.A. § 1189



The timeline displays changes to a statute in an easy-to-read chart. Organized by effective date, the

timeline tracks prior, current, and future versions of the statute. Each prior version is linked to its

enacting or amending session law, legislative history materials, and significant case law. Current

versions of the statute are also displayed with their related session laws and legislative history

materials, as well as proposed legislation. Legislation enacted but not yet codified is displayed on the

timeline, as well as text of the statute that is not yet in effect. Arrows to the left and right of the

timeline move you forward and backward through the statute’s history. 

In the example below, 8 U.S.C.A. § 1189 was originally enacted April 24, 1996. It was amended, and

that version was in effect from September 30, 1996, to October 20, 2001. The version effective on

October 21, 2001, was in effect until December 16, 2004. The version effective on December 17, 2004,

is the current version. 
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Figure 2. Graphical Statutes result for 8 U.S.C.A. § 1189
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