
Retrieving Statutes on Westlaw 
Retrieving a Statute Using a Citation
The quickest way to retrieve a federal or state statute on Westlawwhen you know its citation is to use
the Find service. You do not need to access a database. At most tabbed pages, you can type a citation,
e.g., 6 usca 312, in the Find by citation text box in the Shortcuts section and click Go. 

You can also click Find&Print at the top of any page to display the Find a Document page. Then type
your citation in the Find this document by citation text box. To view a list of publications and
abbreviations that can be used with Find, click Publications List in the left frame.

Retrieving a Statute Using a T emplate
You can use Find templates to assist you in retrieving federal and state statutes when you are not sure
of the citation for mat. At a tabbed page, type the publication abbreviation in the Find by citation text
box and click Go. A fill-in-the-blank template is displayed.
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Colorado StatutesÐAnnotated Search page

Click Table of Contents to
display the table of contents
for Colorado statutes.

Click 50 State Surveys to
compare law across
jurisdictions.

Retrieving a Statute Using the Sear ch Page
A statute Search page consolidates powerful r esearch tools that will help you r etrieve statutes easily
and efficiently. These tools include links to a table of contents, an alphabetical index, a popular name
table, and surveys of state law, which allow you to compar e law across jurisdictions. You can access
the Search page in several ways:

n Click a database name in the Westlaw Directory or in the Resourcessection of a tabbed page.

n Type a database identifier, e.g. usca, in the Search these databasestext box in the Shortcuts
section of any tabbed page.  

To display a Find template for Type

United States Code Annotated¨ (USCA¨ )         usca
federal court rules us rules
United States public laws us pl
state statutes* xx st
state court rules* xx r ules
state session laws* xx legis

* wher e xx is a stateÕs two-letter postal abbreviation, e.g., ca st.

Click Pop. Name Table to
browse an alphabetical list
for the name of an act. 

Click Statutes Index to
browse the index for
relevant statutory sections.

Click Find by Citation to
display a Find template for
Colorado statutes.



Retrieving a Statute Using the T able of Contents Service
The Table of Contents service allows you to browse the table of contents for a publication, view a document in the context of
the sections surrounding it, and quickly r etrieve related sections. It is available for the USCA, Unifor m Laws Annotated, and
state statutes and court rules.

There are several ways to access the Table of Contents service:

n At a database Search page, click Table of Contents. 

n At a tabbed state page, select your state statutes database from the Tables of Contentsdrop-down list in the Shortcuts
section and click Go. 

n Click Site Map at the top of any page. At the Site Map page, click Table of Contents in the Browse Westlaw section. Click
the plus (+) and minus (Ð) symbols to browse a list of publications for which the Table of Contents service is available. To
view the table of contents for a publication in the list, click its link.

n While viewing a statute, click Table of Contentson the Links tab in the left frame.

You can browse a table of contents by clicking the plus and minus symbols or by selecting the appropriate check boxes and
clicking Expand Selections(s)at the bottom of the Table of Contents page. (To collapse the entire table of contents, click
Collapse All. To clear all check boxes, click Clear.)

To retrieve the text of a specific section, click its link. To retrieve the text of multiple sections or entire chapters or titles, select
their check boxes and then click one of the following links at the bottom of the Table of Contents page:

n Click Retrieve and Print to print the documents immediately after they are retrieved.

n Click Search to display the Table of Contents search page. You can then click Search again to retrieve the documents. If you 
want to r etrieve only those documents containing certain terms, type the terms in the text box before clicking Search again.

If you want to r etrieve statutes that were effective on a particular date, type the date in the Effective Date text box or click the
Calendar icon to select the date. The table of contents for that date is displayed. You can then browse and search the table of
contents as described above.

Table of Contents page for the USCA



Retrieving a Statute Using the Statutes Index
You can use an alphabetical index in statutes databases to retrieve sections on a specific topic. You can access the index directly
from a database Search page by clicking Statutes Indexat the top of the page. Browse the index using the hypertext links and
plus and minus symbols, or search for specific terms in the index using the Search feature. To retrieve the full text of a section,
click its citation.

Retrieving a Statute Using the Popular Name T able
When you know the popular name of an act, you can use the Popular Name Table to retrieve all statute sections under which
the act is codified. The Popular Name Table is available for both state statutes and the USCA. To use the USCA Popular Name
Table, access the USCA database and click Pop. Name Table at the top of the Search page. Then browse the alphabetical list in
the right frame or click Locate in Result in the left frame to search for the name of the act. To see all USCA sections under
which the act is codified, click the name of the act. Click a USCA citation to view the full text of the section.

USCA index

USCA Popular Name Table

Click Locate in Result
to search for the name
of an act.



Text (te)

Caption (ca)

Retrieving Statutes Using Field Restrictions
In addition to using the links at the top of a database Search page, you can retrieve a particular title, chapter, or section of a
statute by using field restrictions in a Terms and Connectors query. The two most useful fields are the prelim (pr) and caption
(ca) fields, which contain the major headings and a description for each section. For example, to retrieve statutes on standards
of conduct under the Colorado Business Corporations Act, access the Colorado StatutesÐAnnotated database (CO-ST-ANN),
click the Terms and Connectorstab, and type pr,ca(standard /p conduct & business /p corporation) in the Search text box.
Click Search Westlaw.

Citation (ci)

Prelim (pr)

Fields in a statute

Using 50 State Surveys
The 50 State Surveys database (SURVEYS) contains topical surveys of state laws along with references to the applicable state
statutes so you can easily determine how legislation on a given topic varies among states. You can access these by clicking 50
State Surveysat the top of a database Search page. The tabbed 50 State Surveys page is displayed. 

At the 50 State Surveys page, click the name of a survey topic in the right frame. For example, to obtain information about laws
concerning the qualification of expert witnesses, click Qualification of Exper t Witnessesunder Statutes: Civil Laws. Click the
PDF icon in a survey document to view an easy-to-read table that lists key statutory provisions for each state with citations to
the appropriate statutes.

PDF table

Survey document



Using the Links T ab to Find Related Material
When you retrieve a statute, the Links tab in the left frame displays links to additional information about the statute, such as
KeyCite¨ history and citing references and other primary and secondary sources. These sources include cases, related statutes,
administrative codes and rulings, various legislative history documents, treatises, law review articles, and American Law Reports
(ALR ¨ ) annotations. 

Click Graphical Statutes to display the
legislative history of this statute in
graphical view.

Click Table of Contents to view the
sections surrounding this statute.

Click Versions to view a list of the prior
versions available. To view the full text of
a specific version, click its hypertext link.

Click Notes of Decisions to view cases
chosen by West editors that construe or
apply this statute.

Click Additional Citing Cases to view all
citing cases not included in notes of
decisions. 

Click Text Amendments to link to
session laws that enacted or amended this
statute.

Click Agency Opinions and Decisions
to retrieve administrative materials that
cite the statute.

Viewing Consecutive Sections
When you are viewing a statute, click Previous Sectionor Next Section at the top of the document, as shown above, to view
consecutive sections even if they were not retrieved by your search or Find request.

Browsing Multiple Sections in a Single Document
While viewing a statute section, you can click a link in the prelim field to view all sections included in the chapter or part
containing that section. The sections will be displayed as a single document in the Link Viewer and will include the full text of all
the sections without annotations. In the figure above, click Subchapter III or Part A to view all included sections. Click the Print
icon in the Link V iewer to print the document. Click Maximize in the Link V iewer to view the document in the right frame and
related information on the Links tab in the left frame.



Using Graphical Statutes TM

Graphical Statutes displays legislative changes and related legislative history documents in an easy-to-read chart. You can retrieve
prior versions of statutes; enacting or amending public laws; relevant legislative history materials such as bill drafts, reports, and
debates; cases that negatively impact a statute; legislation that has been enacted but has not yet been codified; and future text of a
statute not yet in effect. 

Graphical Statutes is available for the USCA and statutes from selected states. To use Graphical Statutes, click Graphical Statutes
on the Links tab. The Graphical Statutes timeline is organized by effective date and tracks prior, current, and future versions of
the statute. Click the arrows on the left and right of the timeline to move forward and backward.

Graphical Statutes result



Checking the Status of a Statute in KeyCite
KeyCite,WestÕs citation research service, allows you to track the history of a statute and retrieve all citing references on Westlaw.
When you retrieve a statute, click Histor y or Citing Referencesor the KeyCite status flags, if available, on the Links tab in the
left frame to view KeyCite infor mation for the statute.

Click the status flag to view cases affecting
the validity of the statute. Click History to
view the full KeyCite history for the statute.

Click Citing Refer ences for a complete list
of sources that have cited the statute. 

A red flag warns that the statute has been amended by a recent session law, repealed, superseded, or held
unconstitutional or pr eempted in whole or in part.

A yellow flag war ns that the statute has been renumbered or transferred by a recent session law; that an uncodified
session law or proposed legislation affecting the statute is available (statutes merely referenced, i.e., mentioned, are not
marked with a yellow flag); that the statute was limited on constitutional or pr eemption grounds or its validity was
otherwise called into doubt; or that a prior version of the statute received negative judicial treatment.

A green C indicates that the statute has citing references.

KeyCite History for a Statute
KeyCite history includes cases affecting the validity of the statute, citations to recent session laws that have amended or repealed
the statute; proposed bills that reference the statute; bill drafts, reports, and related materials; citations to session laws that have
enacted, amended, or renumbered the statute; and historical notes that briefly describe legislative changes affecting the statute. 

KeyCite Citing Refer ences for a Statute
Citing r eferences include cases that have affected the validity the statute, cases from USCA and state statute notes of decisions,
cases that do not appear in notes of decisions, administrative decisions, Federal Registerdocuments, secondary sources, briefs
and other court documents, statutes and court rules, and administrative codes. Click Citing Referencesfor a complete list of
documents that cite the statute you are viewing. 

KeyCite citing references for 8 U.S.C.A. ¤ 1189

Click Limit KeyCite Display to restrict the
list of citing references by notes of
decisions, Locate terms, jurisdiction, date,
or document type.



Printed 8/07. Material #40654717. Replaces Material #40553730.

© 2007 West, a Thomson business L-332232

The trademarks used herein are the trademarks of 
their respective owners. W est trademarks are 

owned by W est Publishing Corporation.
For assistance using Westlaw, call 1-800-WESTLAW (1-800-937-8529).

For free reference materials, visit west.thomson.com/westlaw/guides .


