
An inside look at WestSearch:
Exclusive West content and 
advanced search technology 
provide superior results.

“ IT’S THE MOST EFFICIENT 

RESEARCH PRODUCT 

I’VE EVER USED.”
 KATY O’LEARY

ASSOCIATE, NUTTER McCLENNEN & FISH LLP, BOSTON



West adds fi ndability to every document with 

exclusive editorial processes that:

•  Add Key Numbers that connect a case to all 

related content in West’s respected taxonomy 

of U.S. law – the West Key Number System®

•  Add synonymous terms in West headnotes 

and synopses so you fi nd the right document, 

even without the exact search terms

•  Add KeyCite® references showing you cases 

that cite this case – and are cited by it

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU: 

Makes every relevant document easier to 

fi nd, read, and understand – and links it 

to additional on-point content.
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HOW THE WORLD’S MOST ADVANCED 

LEGAL SEARCH ENGINE DELIVERS 

THE MOST RELEVANT RESULTS.

Only WestSearch technology on WestlawNext – combined with West’s world-leading legal information – can provide total research c

In which West attorney-editors 

have analyzed every document ...

The world’s most trusted, comprehensive 

collection of legal content is gathered 

from West’s close relationships with the 

courts, legislatures, and leading authors of 

analytical content – tens of thousands of 

databases in the world’s fi nest online law 

library, WestlawNext®.

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU: 

You know you’re drawing upon the most 

accurate, thorough information to fi nd what 

you need and not miss anything.

It covers the most powerful 

legal information in the world ... 

In an all-in-one search box, just enter your 

query in simple descriptive words, Boolean 

Terms and Connectors, or even a citation. 

WestSearch™ automatically recognizes your 

search format.

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU: 

You don’t have to pick a database or use 

exact search terms. 

You enter a Search on 

WestlawNext.

Linked Key Numbers 

Added synonymous terms 

Tracked citing references 



HOW THE WORLD’S MOST ADVANCED 

LEGAL SEARCH ENGINE DELIVERS 

THE MOST RELEVANT RESULTS.

Only WestSearch technology on WestlawNext – combined with West’s world-leading legal information – can provide total research confi dence.

How judges, attorneys, and legal scholars 

have cited, printed, and linked to a document 

infl uences its relevance when you search on 

a similar issue.

•  WestSearch leverages these search patterns 

to help identify the most relevant documents

•  Westlaw® has the most extensive search 

patterns from which to draw, so each 

document is smarter and more searchable 

than on any other service

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU: 

Brings relevant information to the surface, 

connects highly related content, and ranks 

document importance. 

And WestSearch technology has 

analyzed search patterns on your issue.

From your terms, WestSearch produces 

a result list with the most relevant cases, 

statutes, analysis, briefs, and other court 

documents. But we don’t stop there.

•  Behind the scenes, WestSearch runs 

exhaustive secondary searches analyzing not 

only document text but dozens of document 

characteristics based on West legal content, 

editorial analysis, and search patterns – 

pulling in all documents with similar 

characteristics; and it all happens in seconds

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU: 

WestSearch produces thorough results so 

you don’t miss anything. It’s so intelligent,it 

delivers the most relevant cases – even if 

they don’t contain your exact search terms.

WestSearch identifi es only the most 

relevant information for your request.

WestSearch sorts your search results by 

placing the most relevant documents on 

top of the list. 

•  With results ranked by relevance, you don’t 

have to sift through pages and pages of 

results to get what you need

•  WestSearch also organizes your results by 

content type – cases, statutes, secondary 

materials, court documents, and more – so 

you can focus on what’s important to you

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU: 

You have effi ciently and confi dently 

found what you are looking for – and you 

know that your research is complete.

And it ranks the most relevant 

documents on top of your list.
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