
Researching intellectual property (IP) law on Westlaw provides you with a first-rate opportunity to
experience the advantages of conducting online legal research. The speed of Westlaw, as well as the
availability of widely diverse sources in one easily accessible location, gives Westlaw research a
distinct advantage over manual research methods. By gaining experience as a student, you can
expect to save time and money on subsequent Westlaw research in your law practice.

Selected Intellectual Property Databases on Westlaw
Westlaw provides a comprehensive collection of cases, statutes, and administrative materials
relating to the rights of artists, authors, composers, inventors, and designers of creative works.
Among the subjects covered are the acquisition of and protection afforded by a patent, a copyright,
or a trademark registration.

In addition, legal texts and periodicals on Westlaw provide you with expert commentary and
practice tips on intellectual property and related topics. News and business information databases
help you stay up-to-date on intellectual property developments. Below is a list of some of the many
intellectual property databases on Westlaw.
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Type of Material

Patents

Trademarks

Copyrights

Cases

Statutes

Administrative materials

Other legal materials

Database Name

U.S. Patents Full-Text
U.S. Patent Assignments
United States Patent Applications
Derwent World Patents Legal
Derwent Patent Status File

TRADEMARKSCAN®–U.S. Federal
TRADEMARKSCAN–U.S. State
TRADEMARKSCAN–North America
TRADEMARKSCAN–Canada
TRADEMARKSCAN–Europe

U.S. Copyrights

Federal Intellectual Property–Cases
Multistate Intellectual Property–Cases
U.K. Intellectual Property Law Reports All

Federal Intellectual Property–U.S. Code Annotated
Multistate Intellectual Property–Statutes

Federal Intellectual Property–Code of Federal
Regulations

Federal Intellectual Property–Patent and Trademark 
Office Decisions

Federal Intellectual Property–Manual of Patent
Examining Procedure, Eighth Edition

Federal Intellectual Property–Trademark Manual of 
Examining Procedure, Third Edition

Derwent LitAlert
Federal Intellectual Property–Briefs 
Intellectual Property–Law Review, Texts, and 

Bar Journals 

Identifier

US-PAT
US-PAT-ASSIGN
US-PAT-APP
DWPL
PATSTAT

FED-TM
ST-TM
NA-TM
CAN-TM
EURO-TM

COPYRIGHT

FIP-CS
MIP-CS
IP-RPTS-ALL

FIP-USCA
MIP-ST

FIP-CFR

FIP-PTO

FIP-MPEP8D

FIP-TMEP3D

LITALERT
FIP-BRIEF
IP-TP



The Tabbed Intellectual Property Page
The tabbed Intellectual Property page in westlaw.com® places preselected search options within easy reach, allowing quick access
to primary and secondary legal materials, news, and other information commonly used in intellectual property research.

Click My Westlaw to add
the tabbed Intellectual
Property page to your
westlaw.com interface.

Tabbed Intellectual Property page

The Shortcuts section
provides the fastest ways to
retrieve and check
documents on Westlaw.

The Quick Search section
includes databases you can
access and features you can
use to search these
databases.

Click Edit
to personalize

a section.



Adding the Tabbed Intellectual Property Page
To add the tabbed Intellectual Property page, complete
these steps:

1. Go to lawschool.westlaw.com and sign on to Westlaw.

2. Click My Westlaw in the upper-right corner to display the 
Welcome to My Westlaw page.

3. In the Topical section, select the Intellectual Property
check box, then click Next. A list of the tabbed pages you
have chosen is displayed.

4. Select a page from the list to be your default page—the
first page you see each time you sign on to Westlaw via
lawschool.westlaw.com—and click Save. If you selected
the Intellectual Property page as your default page, it is
displayed. Otherwise, click the Intellectual Property tab to
display the page. 

Once you’ve added the Intellectual Property page, you can
personalize it to reflect the research tasks you frequently
perform by clicking the Edit links in the Shortcuts and Quick
Search sections.

Using Shortcuts
The Shortcuts section lets you quickly find a document, check
a document in KeyCite®, or search intellectual property
sources or other databases on Westlaw.

Find
The Find service enables you to retrieve a document using its
citation. Type the citation in the Find by citation text box and
click GO. For example, to retrieve U.S. Patent Application No.
20040088768, type us pat app 20040088768. 

KeyCite
The KeyCite citation research service allows you to determine
whether a case, statute, regulation, or administrative decision
(including decisions of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO)) is good law and to retrieve a list of citing references.
KeyCite also covers patents granted by the USPTO beginning
with 1976.

To retrieve a KeyCite result, type a document’s citation in the
KeyCite this citation text box and click GO. For example, to
retrieve a KeyCite result for U.S. Patent No. 4,677,798, type 
us pat 4677798. 

The KeyCite history is displayed in the right frame (see figure
below). Click Citing References on the Links tab in the left
frame to view citing references for the patent. 

KeyCite Status Flags for Patents
KeyCite status flags, which allow you to immediately see
whether a case, statute, administrative decision, or regulation
has history or citing references, are also available for patents. 

KeyCite history for U.S. Patent No. 4,677,798

A red flag indicates that a court held all or part of the
patent invalid or both invalid and not infringed; held the
patent unenforceable due to the patentee’s inequitable
conduct; or recognized the patent was held invalid or both
invalid and not infringed in another case.

A yellow flag indicates that a court held the patent was
not infringed but did not rule on its validity; held all or
part of the patent valid and not infringed; or recognized
the patent was held not infringed in another case.

A blue H indicates that a court construed the meaning of
terms within the patent; held the patent was infringed; or
held all or part of the patent valid or both valid 
and infringed.

A green C indicates that the patent has citing references.

Click Citing References
to view citing references
for the patent.
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KeySearch®

KeySearch is a research tool that helps you find
cases and secondary sources in a specific area of
the law. KeySearch guides you through the
selection of terms from a classification system
based on the West Key Number  System® and then
uses the key numbers and their underlying
concepts to supply a query for you.

To access KeySearch, click KeySearch on the
toolbar. Then browse the list of topics and
subtopics and select a topic or subtopic to search
by clicking the hypertext links. For example, to
search for cases discussing trademark
infringement, click Intellectual Property at the first
KeySearch page. Then click Infringement at the
next page and Trademark at the following page.

KeySearch page
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For assistance using Westlaw, call 1-800-850-WEST (1-800-850-9378).
For other reference materials, visit west.thomson.com/westlaw/guides.

Using Quick Search
The Quick Search section allows you to access a database
and enter a search from the same page. After selecting either
the Terms and Connectors or the Natural Language search
method by clicking its hypertext link, select a database (you
can select up to 10 databases to search at one time from the
Quick Search section). Then type your search in the text box
in the right frame and click GO. 

Terms and Connectors searching allows you to enter a query
consisting of key terms from your issue and connectors
specifying the relationship between those terms. For example,
to search the Federal Intellectual Property–Trademark
Manual of Examining Procedure, Third Edition database 
(FIP-TMEP3D) to find out what to do if a trademark
application contains a mistake in the name of the applicant,
select the Trademark Manual of Examining Procedure check
box and type the following query: 

mistak! err! /s name

Natural Language searching allows you to enter a description
of your issue in plain English. For example, to search the
Intellectual Property–Law Reviews, Texts, and Bar Journals
database (IP-TP) for a discussion of the difference between
design patents and utility patents, select the Intellectual
Property–Law Reviews, Texts, and Journals Combined check
box and type the following description: 

difference between design patent and utility patent

Topic and Key Numbers
Each legal issue in a case published by West is identified,
summarized in a headnote, and assigned a topic and key
number by West attorney-editors. West topic and key
numbers help you focus your research and retrieve 
relevant cases.

To run a topic and key number search, access an appropriate
database and type the topic number, the letter k, and the key
number. For example, to search for cases containing topic 99,
Copyrights and Intellectual Property, and key number 50.15,
Registration, type 99k50.15.

You can find topic and key numbers in case law headnotes,
West’s digests, and the online Custom Digest. 

The Custom Digest
The Custom Digest contains the complete topic and key
number outline used by West attorney-editors to classify
headnotes. You can use the Custom Digest to find topic and
key numbers related to your issue and to retrieve cases with
headnotes classified under those topic and key numbers. The
information you retrieve using the Custom Digest is based on
your unique needs.

Access the Custom Digest by choosing Key Numbers and
Digest from the More drop-down list on the toolbar. Select
up to 10 topics and key numbers from the easy-to-browse
outline of West topics and key numbers and click Search
selected. Then follow the on-screen instructions. 


