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Memorandum

Too Senior Partner

From  Leaw Clerk

Date:  May 1, 2003

Rec  Fred Doe - Assertion of Personal Jurisdiction over Amber Anderson

Guestion Presented

Can our chent, Frec Dos ("Dos”), assert parsonal jUrisdiction in his home state of North PACIfic over Amber Anderson ("Anderson”)
for & defamatory statement published on Anderson's Web site that has been constructed st the computer in her home locsted in
western Pannsylvania?

Short Answer

Probably not, although the question is & close ane. In order for Mr. Doe to assert jurisdiction over Ms. Anderson in the courts of
Morth Pacific, Ms. Anderson's Wb ste statement must come within the reach of the North Pacific "long-arm statute " and the exercise
of jurisdiction under that stetute must satisty due process. Her statement does come within the reach of the statule. However, due
process requires thal Ms. Anderson engage in an "action . . . purposefully directed tovvard the forum Stete " Asahd Metal Industny

Co., LI, v, Superior Court of California, Solano Counly, 480 US, 102,109, 107 S, Cf. 1028, 94 L B, 2d 92 (1987, The publication of
& single defamatory statement on a'\Web ste localed iIn Pennsylvania may satisfy this requirement. But if the Web sie |s stricthy
passive - - it simply makes information available to readers who reach out to find it - - then there may nat be enough action by Ws.
Anderson directed at the distant forum to make personal jrksdiction possisle_ YWe should explore whether there are additionsl

42,3<1.2,76 <7

contacts between Ms, Anderson and North Pacific thet might increase the lkelihood of jurisdiction|88 [T, GET)

Facts
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